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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW   
March 26, 2023 
 
MATT WALLACE  ( -19) 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Matt Wallace, congratulations, 2023 Corales Puntacana Championship 
champion. In your 80th start, just your first thoughts on now being a PGA TOUR winner, 
what does that mean to you?  
 
MATT WALLACE:  Yeah, I didn't know it was my 80th, feels like I've been out here for 
years. Getting gray hairs now all the stress I put myself under in golf.  
 
Everyone knows I'm a feisty character, but that got me through that today. I was calm, felt I 
was determined, I kind of felt like I had it in me all week. I really felt like I was playing some 
really good stuff and I felt like I was going to be up there at the end of the week no matter 
what. Especially I didn't play great yesterday and still managed to get a 2-under par round in 
and was 1 behind.  
 
Didn't get off to the start I kind of wanted today, but Sam was brilliant and we just were so 
positive. Then the way I finished was exactly how I feel like I can play golf. That was 
awesome, down those final few holes was brilliant and I'm really proud of myself to get 
through that.  
 
Q.  Just talk about that a little bit, you alluded to it, double bogey early in the third 
round but you came back and steadied. Today you got off to a start with a bogey in 
the first couple holes but then strung it together with a bunch of birdies, like the 
mindset you had to do that. 
 
MATT WALLACE:  Yeah, the mindset, it was tough because everyone's making birdies 
around you, so I went 25 holes without a bogey and then double bogey yesterday on 
Saturday on a day -- especially on a hole where I felt like is a birdie hole, but two bad shots 
and then bang, double bogey. 
 
So for me it was trying to be kind to myself, try and be really positive, good mental like 
speaking to myself, positive mental attitude. Like I said, I knew I was playing some good 
stuff, I just had to let it come out, because that's the hardest bit sometimes is that you stop 
yourself from playing that good golf. But yeah, I'm proud of how I dealt with that. And the 
bogey today, birdied the third hole straight away after bogeying 2., so that was the 
momentum. The back nine was brilliant. 
 
Q.  When you got in, still a couple groups to finish, a couple players had a chance to 
tie you, what was the thought process there while that was happening? 
 
MATT WALLACE:  Yeah, well, we were 19 under and Nicolai and Sam were 17 under with 
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two holes to play and I thought, OK, we're in a really good position now.  
 
Then I come in and see Nicolai birdied 17 and I tell you, if that guy isn't winning multiple 
majors, him and his brother Rasmus, you guys are going to be hearing about them for a 
long, long time. For him to come here and deliver like that having a chance on 18, those 
guys are seriously going to be impressive. I know Rasmus has been here before as well, 
probably gave his brother some tips. I just came out on top today, that's all it was. I played 
some really good stuff down there. Yeah, it was tough to see that, but we were ready to go 
into a playoff if that was the case. 
 
Q.  Since you alluded to it, a couple Europeans at the top of the leaderboard, it's a 
Ryder Cup year, just your thoughts on maybe putting yourself in that -- 
 
MATT WALLACE:  Yeah, for sure, the Hojgaards are definitely going to be in contention. 
You would want them on your team, Luke would definitely want them on the team the way 
they play and the way they hit it.  
 
I actually spoke to Luke last week to see if he knew about this golf course and he did and he 
said it was relatively wide off the tee, it wasn't his style of golf, which he obviously likes the 
tight. I was like yeah, it's kind of similar to myself, I like the really tough golf courses, but 
actually when I got here I was like maybe it's a good thing for me at the moment. My driving 
was really good this week because I probably had that space. So it was a good golf course 
for me to come to. My iron play was stellar and my putting, my chipping has been awesome. 
Yeah, it all came together. 
 
Q.  Since you mentioned Luke, I was going to ask you had anybody given you any 
advice? This was your first start here, I was going to ask you if Danny Willett has 
passed anything along to you?  
 
MATT WALLACE:  Yeah, I know Danny's been here and played well, and Danny and I are 
good friends. He didn't give me any advice. He did give me a message yesterday saying 
good playing. That's nice. Danny and I are great friends.  
 
Yeah, there wasn't any advice because of how I was playing I guess around here, but I knew 
coming into it with my stats people, Tom Boys and Upgame, I knew what to expect and I just 
had to keep doing what I was doing. 
 
Q.  Touching on Danny again, I know you're friends with him. Is it good to see him, 
like he's had a pretty good season this year after coming back from struggles and he 
made some comments on that. 
 
MATT WALLACE:  I mean, Max Homa's a great friend of mine as well, so what happened 
at Fortinet, I was ready to give the champagne to Danny. I was gutted for him. I was there 
watching him, I was gutted for him that what happened, happened.  
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But that helped me on 18 there to focus because I know what can happen. It's so easy, this 
game, that Danny's been playing great that week and was holing every putt and it just 
happened to happen at that moment, it didn't happen for him. But it helped me focus, so 
hopefully this will be for him, he can win anywhere. Danny, look at his resume, he can win all 
the big tournaments. He's won everything that is worth winning. 
 
Yeah, hopefully us English can push on now and get some more. 
 
Q.  I know you went to college in Alabama and now you're playing here full time. What 
was that adjustment like for you when you first came over here and now sort of 
adjusting to life in America and being on Tour? 
 
MATT WALLACE:  That year was absolutely hot as ass really. It was so hot when I first 
came over, I remember walking through the hotel that I was staying at before I moved into 
my digs, like going through the revolving doors and each like section just became like a 
sauna, and it was so hot and I realized how good A/C was over in America. 
 
Yeah, I used to hit it quite low, had to flight it higher to get the ball longer and further. Seems 
like such a long time ago now, 13 years, yeah. Jacksonville State, I saw the ladies team 
come to THE PLAYERS so we met them, Danny and I met them. Danny obviously went to 
Jacksonville State as well. Yeah, it was nice to see them. They were part of my building to 
this moment right now. 
 
Q.  As I mentioned, this was your first tournament here at Puntacana in the 
Dominican. Just some pleasant thoughts on what the week's been like, just being 
here and being in the environment? 
 
MATT WALLACE:  I love the fact that we can fly straight into the airport and two minutes 
down the road is the golf course and the hotel. Everything was seamless when we got here, 
everyone, the staff, the tournament committee, everyone here has been brilliant. It's just run 
so perfect. I can't believe the weather, the weather is like the same wind direction every 
single day, pretty much the same strength of wind, which is great for us golfers because we 
know what to expect. But it was fair for the whole field. Yeah, it's been a fantastic week and I 
hope to come back and enjoy it sometime maybe not playing golf. 
 
Q.  A vacation? 
 
MATT WALLACE:  Yeah, maybe. 
 
Q.  Just a couple more on that. I know it's busy when you're playing a tournament, but 
did you have a chance to do anything else around that was maybe away from the golf 
course? 
 
MATT WALLACE:  I really didn't. I was so focused because of how I was playing. I went to 
the beach on Saturday morning and really liked how beautiful it was there. I've got a day off 
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tomorrow, I don't fly until late. I'll probably go down to the beach tomorrow and maybe have 
a (indiscernible) or something. 
 
Q.  Finally, just on the Corales course itself, obviously you like it having played well 
here, but two questions:  Is there a favorite part of the golf course and then do you 
have like a favorite hole on the golf course that is really memorable? 
 
MATT WALLACE:  Well, 8, 9, 16, 17, 18 is beautiful. Favorite part of the golf course, it's got 
to be around 8 and 9. You've really got to focus off the tee because if you don't strike it well 
enough, it might not cover. You can't miss the green. And then 9 is a brutal par 3 even 
though it only plays about 170, 180 yards, I think it was playing as the hardest hole on the 
golf course on Thursday, that's just how hard that golf hole is. Relatively wide off the tee like 
we all know, not much rough, but you've still got to hit your shots. Very happy with 19 under 
and very happy with my 6 under today. 
 
Q.  Plans going forward for the rest of the season? You're going to Valero next week 
I'm assuming? 
 
MATT WALLACE:  Yeah. I'm hopefully not going to have a week off because hopefully I 
can do this all over again and then get to the Masters. But if not, I'll be heading home and 
that will be really nice to take a trophy home. I haven't been able to do that for five years and 
been wanting to do it for a long time. I get to celebrate with my family and friends and my 
loved ones and stuff.  
 
It's crazy, it hasn't even sunk in yet. That will be great. I'm out here all alone. I've got Sam 
here with me, my French caddie, the only Frenchman to win on the PGA TOUR, so I'm so 
happy for him and I thank him a lot. Hopefully we can go take a lot from this and go to bigger 
and better things. 
 
MODERATOR:  Congratulations again, enjoy the celebrations and enjoy the trophy. 
 
MATT WALLACE:  Thank you. 
 
Q.  I had one more question about the hug that you came in --  
 
MATT WALLACE:  Oh, with Nicolai? Just because we're European, I played with Nicolai a 
lot. I know him and Rasmus really well. Like I said, I'm 33 and they're 21, 22 and you've got 
a guy finishing second in a PGA TOUR event, probably one of his first PGA TOUR events. 
I'd like to caddie for him when I stop playing because those guys are going to make a lot of 
money and win a lot of tournaments. Yeah, I just wanted to show my respect to him because 
I know he'd would be disappointed because that's the type of person that's. But we spent a 
lot of time together and we've spoken a lot about golf and I really like his attitude, so I just 
wanted to show up before we went and did anything. 
 


