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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW   
March 26, 2023 
 
PAUL STANKOWSKI  ( -11) 
 
 
Q.  Paul, to be a literally last-minute alternate coming into this to being in contention 
where you are now, just take me through those emotions and how this week was for 
you and then what was working for you today. 
 
PAUL STANKOWSKI:  Yeah, you know, obviously it was a great week. Last week I was first 
alternate all week long, didn't get in, so it was like the biggest tease ever, right? I'm a 
southern California guy growing up and not getting to play there was tough, it's hard being 
on the outside, you feel like that guy looking in, like "I want to play." 
 
So here I felt like it was going to happen again and unfortunately for Mark O'Meara, he pulls 
out with a bad back and I got the nod. I'm stoked. This happened in 1996, I was the last guy 
in the field in Atlanta and I won the tournament. That changed my life. 
 
So I've been there before. I grinded all week long just to be ready when the bell rang in case 
it did, so I was planning on it doing it and hoping. So when I got the call, I was ready to go.  
 
I played solid this week. I've played the golf course as a junior golfer and on the mini tours, 
the Golden State Tour, and I played out here before I made the big Tour, so I had a lot of 
good memories. I love the desert. I finished second at the Bob Hope to Joe Durant one year. 
I love playing here. I love everything, the mountains are beautiful, the palm trees, the perfect 
grass. This golf course is in unbelievable condition. The grounds crew here at Mission Hills, I 
applaud you. It was perfect, so much fun. Yeah, it's close, it was close. 
 
Q.  Not over yet, but that grind that you're talking about, does this, you continuing to 
play so well, give you validation that you can make it out here? 
 
PAUL STANKOWSKI:  Yeah. You know, when I came out of retirement really, I quit playing 
for five years and ran a business. When I decided to give it a go when I was 49 years old to 
go to Q-School, I didn't know how competitive I could be, right? I knew I could play and I 
used to be good, but I literally didn't do much golf-wise for five years. 
 
So when I came back in '20, I only played twice, but in '21 I got a lot of opportunities and had 
some good events and I thought, OK, well, I can be competitive. Last year was another 
stamp of validation, I got close to winning again a couple weeks in a row. So I know I have 
the game to compete out here. I still haven't won since the 1900s, so it's -- but I know I can, 
but this was a lot of fun. 
 
Q.  Paul, we talked earlier, great finish. Won't move you up but it will move you up for 
majors, won't it? 
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PAUL STANKOWSKI:  Yeah, no, absolutely. You know, I'm in the next event, so whether I 
get the top-10 or not, it's irrelevant. Week in, week out, it's tough. It's kind of a weird -- I 
don't -- later in the year the majors they have current-year money and so this was huge, 
yeah. Wherever I finish, second, third, whatever, it will -- hopefully this will be enough to get 
me in the U.S. Open. I don't know if the British or whatever. Obviously a win would change 
things for the rest of the year, but this is cool.  
 
You know what, I'm stoked. I wish my wife and kids were here, but she went home mid 
week, so I'm home tomorrow, babe.  
 


