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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW   
March 26, 2023 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN  ( -11) 
 
 
Q.  Retief, 65 today matches the low round of the tournament. What was working early 
there? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Well, putting, you know. I haven't made any putts for two weeks and 
then finally today I started making a few early on. Yeah, got it going nicely. It's disappointing 
about the finish, but I don't think it will be good enough obviously hopefully for a playoff. But I 
think when I was driving to the course this morning I was thinking if I could shoot 10 under, 
I've got a pretty good chance. I could have shot 10 under if I didn't mess up coming in.  
 
Q.  What happened down the stretch there? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  I hit it behind the trees on 15 and I had to play like a little low cut. I just 
caught the branch and came up short, hit a poor chip shot. And 17 I mis-hit my iron shot off 
the tee and really left myself not much to do. Actually hit a very good bunker shot, it was 
about as good as I could do there. 
 
Yeah, on 18, driving it in the rough, you just can't stop it. I was in between a 6- and a 5-iron 
and I ended up going with smooth 5. It was either short or over the back and luckily it stayed 
up. 
 
Q.  With where the pin placements are today, is there a run coming up with the final 
five, six holes for everybody? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Yeah, if you could hit the fairways, you've got short irons in. On 18 
today is probably playing as easy as it can play. There's no wind, it's playing mostly 
downwind, so everybody can pretty much reach 18 today in two. 
 
Q.  When you started making putts today, had you done something different? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  I got a new putter, a new Odyssey putter early in the week and put it in 
the bag on Thursday and nothing happened. In the second round I managed to make one 
putt and then today I had a lot. 
 
So I can't complain, the game has not been great. Last week I didn't feel too good, so this 
week I felt good and finally came together.   
 
Q.  Warmer weather makes you feel better? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Oh, yeah, definitely, the weather today is beautiful. 
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Q.  You started the tournament I think even on your opening nine, 1 under after the 
first day. Here you are, man, at 11 under. Do you feel like you learned more about this 
golf course competing on it for the first time over the course of three days? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Yeah, you're learning a little bit about the breaks. The breaks on the 
greens here are tricky. These mountains around you, a lot of them break a lot more than you 
think and a lot of them, you know, it looks like it's going to go and it doesn't go. So the 
greens are very tricky to read.  
 
Overall it's a great golf course, a great event and we're very pleased about Galleri 
coming in for this new event this year. I'll be back next year. 
 
Q.  You referenced your shot on 18. Saw your stance, the stance right there, what was 
the consideration? You thought this is reachable, I can go for it or I might lay up? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  I mean, it was always going to be reachable, it's -- like I said, it's 5 or 6. 
I was thinking 6, my caddie was thinking 5. Then he said how about just laying it up? I 
thought to myself, no, you've got to give it a go, if the shot comes off, hopefully, you never 
know. I didn't have an easy stance. I hit a good shot and yeah, literally landed it probably 
eight yards too far and coming out of the rough, had no chance of stopping it. 
 
Q.  Were you aware of where you are on the leaderboard at that time? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Yeah, I knew, I knew. I didn't leave myself a very easy chip shot. Came 
out high with a lot of spin and a birdie would have been nice. I think I'm going to come up 
one or two short, but it's been a great week. 
 


