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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW   
March 24, 2023 
 
DAVID TOMS  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Just like Cologuard, maybe it's good luck. Great finish there on the back nine. 
What really got going for you? Looked like the putter maybe?  
 
DAVID TOMS:  Yeah, that's always -- anytime you shoot a low round the putter works pretty 
solid. Front nine, I had a lot of good looks, hit a lot of good putts. Jerry was making them and 
I wasn't. All of a sudden I turned the back nine and had a lot of good looks and I made some 
nice putts. Obviously I didn't play 18 that great or the way I wanted to, the layup wasn't that 
good. I was going for the angle and I got over there in the rough and I couldn't get it very 
close, but to make a putt like that on 18 to front nine. And the par on 17 was big, too. Didn't 
get set on my tee shot, first real bad iron shot of the day and I got it up and down from a 
tough spot to keep the round going, and then to finish it off on 18 was pretty nice. 
 
Q.  This is the inaugural Galleri Classic here at Mission Hills. What are your 
impressions? I know you had a great round, but as you look forward to the next two, 
what are your impressions of the golf course? 
 
DAVID TOMS:  The golf course is real nice. You have to hit good tee shots, that's the only 
way you're going to be set up to score at all is try to keep the ball in the fairway as best you 
can. That's even tough at times because there's a lot of slope out there. But my caddie used 
to work here years ago for a couple years and he's pretty comfortable out here and he's 
helped me quite a bit on the golf course just to kind of get used to it. I think most guys will 
say it's a pretty special place. 
 
Q.  I'm glad you made it to 17 for par, reminded me of the putts you made at 18 
Saturday and Sunday at Tucson when you won there. How much did those putts you 
made at Tucson, how much momentum do you still have from that week? 
 
DAVID TOMS:  Quite a bit. You feel good over the putter, setup feels good with it, speed's 
really nice right now, and as long as you pay attention where the grain is, a lot of times when 
you're on these overseeded bermuda greens, if you're not paying attention, you can mess 
up your speed. Did a good job of hanging in there with the speed today and really 
concentrating on my lines and worked out well for me. 
 
Q.  David, welcome to the inaugural Galleri Classic here in beautiful Palm Springs. 
There's a lot of golf left to play, but you've got to like where you stand right now.  
 
DAVID TOMS:  Yeah, just a good start obviously on a golf course I've never really seen 
before. As many years as I've played in the desert out here in Palm Springs area, I've never 
been over here, so it was nice to get over here and see this place. Shapes well off the tee. 
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You really have to hit your tee ball good to have a chance to score well and I did that today 
and that was really the key. 
 
Q.  I was going to say, I mean, that's the thing, everybody's played here, but not here. 
 
DAVID TOMS:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  General impressions of the golf course, a course that suits your game very well? 
 
DAVID TOMS:  Yeah, it's obviously framed really well. I know there used to be even more 
trees, but there's quite a few trees out there. They've got some rough, which we haven't 
seen here lately on our tour. Even with good tee shots you're going to miss some fairways 
because there's so much slope. You get it going the wrong way and it runs just into the 
rough, and the rough's a little bit unpredictable. I caught a couple shots where they didn't 
come out at all and I had a couple shots where it was almost a flyer-type shot. I'll try to stay 
out of it the best I can, but even with good tee shots it's tough out there. 
 
Q.  A couple guys were here and they were talking about how they used to play La 
Quinta Country Club greens and they were so good and these seem to be pretty much 
the same thing.  
 
DAVID TOMS:  Very much so. You have to pay attention a little bit because you've got the 
overseeded bermuda so you have some grain in there. If you look at the color variation, you 
can get that pretty quickly. Obviously my speed was good on the greens today, that was the 
key to my round. We did a pretty good job of reading them. I would say the front nine I 
misread a few putts, but the back nine, for some reason I got a feel for it and started making 
them. 
 
Q.  With this being such a sprint, you think you've got to go up and put together 
another round like you did today? Do you think you've got to get to 20 by Sunday or 
is this 16, 17 going to be enough? 
 
DAVID TOMS:  You just don't know what the wind's going to do. Yesterday afternoon I 
played the pro-am and we had quite a bit of wind, it was tough to score. Guys who played in 
the morning, they were talking about it was pretty gettable. Just depends on how that holds 
up. But we all play around the same time the way they stagger the tee times 10:00 and 
1:00 and everything, so it's good that everybody's on the golf course with the same 
conditions, I like that about our tour. We'll see. I mean, if it stays like this, pretty benign 
conditions, scoring will be good and I'll have to go out and just keep making birdies. 
 
Q.  Did it help any that Scottie used to work here? 
 
DAVID TOMS:  I think so. At least one of us is comfortable instead of two of us not knowing 
what's going on. Yeah, I think so. I mean, obviously he likes it around here and he's helped 
me on the greens quite a bit. A couple of holes today where I hit less than driver whereas 
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the practice round I seemed to hit driver every hole, so that helped a little bit just knowing 
how the holes started to play. And as it bakes out a little bit after the place is finally drying 
up, maybe some of these holes will be less than driver so I'll need his help there as well. 
 
Q.  Did you realize you hit the palm tree? 
 
DAVID TOMS:  You know, we knew something happened because my ball didn't finish on 
the line that it was on. Then it looked like it was 20 yards short of where it's been the last few 
days we played here. Then obviously after watching Jerry's ball hit I knew, and then getting 
out there to where my ball was I knew I had hit the palm tree. It's in a bad spot, it's like right 
where you want to hit it, unless you're long like Retief and you just take it over everything.  
 


