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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW   
March 23, 2023 
 
ERK VAN ROOYEN  ( -3) 
 
 
Q.  Honestly, a really good solid round at 3 under par given the conditions. How were 
you able to navigate these tough winds throughout the afternoon? 
 
ERIK VAN ROOYEN:  Yeah, it's not tricky -- apologies, it is tricky. I don't know, I guess 
growing up in South Africa along the coast, played a lot of these kind of conditions. I played 
DP World Tour for a few years, same stuff that side so you just get used to it. 
 
The trickiest thing for me was coming from Valspar last week where the greens were 
lightning and these are playing a bit slower, so to adjust to that, that's probably the trickiest 
part, but the rest I think we figured out. 
 
Q.  How difficult is it, given a golf course a lot of times can have low scores, with this 
wind to stay patient and not attack some of these dangerous hole location he is? 
 
ERIK VAN ROOYEN:  Yeah, there's some tricky ones, there's one or two on the back nine 
where the green falls off on both sides. Judging the wind and where you want to leave the 
ball is so important. Then knowing you can take advantage of the par 5s, so that's where 
you have to score. I didn't quite do that today, but I think I struck the ball well enough to still 
make a few birdies. 
 
Q.  You certainly did, but there's still a big question going on right now and Johnson 
Wagner would like to know, we think your mustache is better. He wants to know what 
product you use in the mustache. Can you reveal that product? 
 
ERIK VAN ROOYEN:  You know, my grandfather had a great mustache his whole life, so 
I'm trying to live up to his standards, but Johnson, you look great as well. 
 


