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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW   
March 23, 2023 
 
BEN MARTIN  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  Second year opening up with a 66 for Round 1. 
 
BEN MARTIN:  Yeah, I didn't know that. I knew I played good last year. It was a solid day, 
bogey free. I got a nice break at the last hole. Hit a very questionable shot that hit the rocks 
and somehow ended up on the green. It's nice to get good breaks. We probably get a few 
more bad bounces than we do good throughout the season, so took advantage of that, 
stayed bogey free. I guess I just like the golf course down here at Corales. 
 
Q.  Like you mentioned, stayed bogey free. Walk me through that final hole on 9 for 
you there. Thought you lost your ball there for a minute? 
 
BEN MARTIN:  I should have gotten -- the guy standing there, guys playing with caddies, 
shadows were in the back of my vision so in my head I was like, I should get them to move. 
So I didn't and I hit the shot and it was kind of a semi-shank 30 yards right of the green 
short. I saw it hit the rocks so I was about to just re-tee and Luke, my caddie, was like, let's 
go up there and make sure we don't find it. Lo and behold, it's on the green, the only shot 
that ended up on the green. I told the guys I was going to feel bad if I made a 2, and I almost 
made it.  
 
Yeah, it was -- it would have been a sour way to end the day after playing so solid. I don't 
know what my stats were, but I felt like I was in great command out there. 
 
Q.  Makes it a good note to end on for dinner. Wind all around today. What have you 
learned with the experience with this course navigating with the wind? 
 
BEN MARTIN:  Yeah, I think if you come here you kind of expect it to blow every day and so 
I feel like I'm a pretty decent wind player, which is maybe why I've played well here in the 
past. I hit a lot of nice just flighted shots. Having to pull 7 irons from 150 yards, that kind of 
stuff, that's hard a little bit to wrap our heads around, pull that club with that number. But I've 
been practicing that shot and kind of got it dialed in, so I hit two or three flighted shots in the 
wind that ended up close and made birdies. 
 
Q.  Last time out here you were in contention all week, came up with a runner-up 
finish. Does this place kind of hold a special place in your heart coming back? 
 
BEN MARTIN:  Yeah, for sure. I think anytime you show up to a golf course where you've 
had success in the past, it's going to be a little added boost of confidence. And I feel like my 
game's been solid since the end of the west coast, had some decent finishing at Pebble and 
then in Florida. I think combine confident golf with a place I've played well in the past, I think 
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it's a good recipe. 
 
Q.  Like you just mentioned, been in contention at Honda, had some great finishes 
with difficult fields. What have been takeaways in confidence from that? 
 
BEN MARTIN:  I just really like the things I've been working on, keeping it simple. I think I 
gain confidence if I do those like little simple things. Like I was working with Justin Parsons 
at THE PLAYERS and we just kind of worked on simple setup stuff. So little things to check 
off the list and then just freed me up to swing the golf club. I just like the way my game's 
been progressing. 
 
Q.  And finally, is your family again here this year with you? 
 
BEN MARTIN:  Yeah, we have added a few more. So Kelly and the girls, and then my mom 
came again, her dad came. Her sister is a school teacher on spring break and she came and 
brought her oldest little boy, so we've even upgraded from last year. 
 


