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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW   
March 23, 2023 
 
BERNHARD LANGER 
 
 
CONNOR STANGE:  Bernhard, thank you for joining us here at the inaugural Galleri 
Classic, 45-time winner here on PGA TOUR Champions. Can you just open with your 
thoughts on being here this week? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, it's great to be back. I think my first time here was 1976 
believe it or not, a very long time ago, playing the World Cup. So I don't remember a great 
deal about the golf course, but I was able to play it on Monday and it's phenomenal. It's in 
really, really good shape, probably some of the best fairways and greens I've seen in quite a 
while. The rough is very consistent as well and everything looks phenomenal. Once this rain 
is out of here, we should have an amazing weekend. I think the field is fantastic, you've got 
everybody here I think that has a name or has won majors or is a Hall of Famer or whatever 
on the Champions Tour. Should be a great competition. 
 
Q.  You played here in the Bob Hope, the old Bob Hope several times, almost won it 
one year. 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yep. 
 
Q.  I assume the World Cup was the first time you ever came to the United States? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yes, I think it was my first time ever to the United States. I was only 
19 at the time, just joined the Tour when I was 18 or 19, the European Tour. So I had no 
exemptions then and no sponsor would have given me an invitation at that point in time 
because I hadn't done anything. So yeah, that would have been my first event ever. 
 
Q.  And you don't have your yardage book, right? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I don't, no. Wonder why that is. (Laughs.) 
 
Q.  As referenced, the 45 wins, obviously 46 would be something pretty special, very 
historic. How would you describe in your own words your pursuit of the all-time 
Champions Tour victory record? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  That's a great question. It's really -- it wouldn't be on the front of my 
mind as I play golf, but I get reminded every day. You know, people come up to me, "Hope 
this is it." It was that way with number 45, "We hope you get to the 45th." Now I'm at 45, now 
it's 46. 
 
I'm trying to get it done soon so then we're done with that because I don't think I'm going to 
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get a lot of questions of "When are you going to win 47" because I already broke the record. 
 
I'm just trying to play the best golf I can one shot at a time or one hole, one round at a time. 
If I play good, I know I have a chance to win on most golf courses. If I don't play good, there 
will be plenty that are going to be ahead of me. 
 
I came close last week, I played really well the first two and a half rounds. Then the putter 
went cold and the game went sour as the weather went bad, too. So it didn't happen, but 
we'll try again this week. 
 
Q.  Bernhard, have to ask about the competitive fire, competitive juice. Relate you to 
Tom Brady, Roger Federer, I always wondered why and how are these guys still 
competing. How are you still competing? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I love the game of golf to start off with and I love to compete, 
have a very competitive nature. No matter what I compete in, I want to do well. It's natural 
for me.  
 
I love coming out here. We have four kids, they're all grown up, so they're out of the house, 
we're empty nesters. I actually have more time now in a sense for golf than I ever had in my 
whole life because it was always making a decision should I play a tournament or should I 
be home with my wife and my family and the kids and spend time with them, watch them do 
sports or be there for the birthdays. You know how it goes. 
 
So some of that is now less important. I still have time. I feel good enough. I'm not saying I'm 
healthy or totally fit, but I'm good enough to play golf. I have my aches and pains like many 
at my age and I just deal with them and move on. 
 
But I love the camaraderie on this tour and I just enjoy the places we get to go. This is 
certainly one of the nicer ones. 
 
Q.  I saw you running around in a cart out there the other day. When you come to a 
course that you don't remember 47 years later, how do you kind of approach getting 
ready for a tournament? Is it greens back, tee forward? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, that's a good one. Usually it's from the tee forward because 
that's how we play it, but some people go backwards, too. I sometimes turn around on the 
green and look back as well if I see anything, but it's usually the other way, from the tee 
forward.  You just look at every detail you can find.  
 
They've made magnificent yardage books these days with GPS, with all the help from 
above, a lot of detail, so you just kind of put in your own notes, what you think, what you 
want to have in there as well. But it's very helpful.  
 
In the old days it was complicated just to measure a course. I used to push a wheel in front 
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of me because I was tired of counting 122, 123, and was I at 12 or 14? Anyways, so that 
part is a lot easier now. You get a great yardage book and you play -- I play at least one 
practice round if I can and then the pro-am, so that gives me two rounds to get a good look 
at the golf course before competition starts. 
 
Q.  Have you got an opinion on this course about is this a driving course, a second 
shot course, try and figure out the slopes of the greens, all of the above? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, it's all of the above. I think you have to drive it well because if 
you -- the rough is fairly decent. I mean, you can hit the ball, but you've got less spin, less 
control. The greens were very firm on Monday. I know we've had some rain, but it's going to 
be much harder to play out of the rough. I think it's very important to hit the fairways so you 
can attack the pin positions better. And the greens, some of them are quite severe so you've 
got to miss the ball in the right place or hit a perfect shot to avoid a bogey or have any 
chance for birdie. 
 
Q.  Every golfer probably has a different answer to this, but how much has the 
technology helped you in terms of from the equipment to the analytics and all this 
stuff that you talked about a little bit there, how much has that helped you in terms 
of -- 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I don't know because I'm not playing persimmon clubs anymore or 
balata balls, so I don't know where I would be with that equipment, but I'm sure it helped me 
in many ways. Alone, just the hybrids are phenomenal and everything, the driver especially. 
The golf ball is totally different. The shafts, we used to have all steel shafts, now we have 
graphite shafts, many of us do in our drivers and 3-woods and all that. Yes, it has come a 
very long way. 
 
For me personally, I think it helped me to hit the ball the same distance with my irons 
throughout my whole career, except the last four or five years I started to lose some 
distance. Up until then my irons were pretty much the same and my driver went further say 
five years ago or 10 than when I was in my prime. That's definitely done to equipment, not to 
fitness or anything else. It's been beneficial to me and to everyone else that plays golf. 
 
Q.  From a mental standpoint, what's it like in that moment when you realize, uh oh, 
I'm not hitting it as far as I used to with various clubs? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, it's not much fun, but it's reality. It catches up with everybody 
sooner or later, it's a proven fact. There's very few people, if any -- Harrington is amazing. I 
think what we've learned about speed training and all that the last sort of 10 years is going to 
bear fruit for many. I've kind of missed that boat I think, I never did heavy weights and any of 
that stuff. I have certain injuries where I can't even do some of the things that you're 
supposed to do. I'm just going to continue with what I have done, but there will be guys like 
Vijay Singh for instance, he still hits it very, very far, but he's a very big, tall guy and very 
flexible and strong. If you're a certain body type, you have an advantage in that regard. You 
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know, science will teach us more and more how to slow down the aging process and how to 
maintain strength and clubhead speed and all the rest of it. 
 
Q.  In regards to the pro-am itself, do you give tips to the guys out there on the range 
with you guys? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Absolutely. Not just on the range, sometimes I don't even see the 
guys on the range or whatever, but I see them playing 18 holes. 
 
I usually -- I'm aware how difficult the game is. Sometimes you give them tips and it makes 
them worse, which -- well, that's a common thing. My coach often says, "If you want to get 
better, you might have to get worse first." You might have to accept that you lose your feel.  
 
If I change somebody's grip a little bit, they lose all their feel and they may get worse, so I'm 
careful with what I do and what I say. But I have a bit of experience in coaching, I coached 
for three and a half years and I'm very interested in how the golf swing works and all that.  
 
So I usually approach my amateur partners, if I see something obvious, I ask them, "Do you 
want me to tell you anything if I see something that might help or see something that is 
wrong in your setup or swing?" Then I'll leave it up to them.  
 
You get different answers. Most of them would be thrilled and sometimes they say, "Oh, just 
let me play my game." And I understand that and I totally respect it. Sometimes I even just 
do it afterwards. So I finish the 18th hole and I tell them somewhere to ask me something 
when we're done because it's a change that they couldn't do right away on the golf course. 
We know it's difficult to change on the golf course, it's easier to try it on the range, hit a 
couple of bad shots but you get the hang of how to do it. That's my approach to that and it's 
usually working OK. 
 
Q.  Bernhard, considering this is an inaugural event, and I know you've won so many 
tournaments, how special and how motivational would it be to win an inaugural 
tournament, especially when you consider that this really has a very stout field? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, it's always special to win any event, but winning an inaugural 
event just proves that you can compete and do your best on a golf course that you haven't 
really seen more than twice, that means maybe even more. And winning against a very 
strong field always means more than just beating two or three guys. Here you have to beat 
everybody. So you're spot on, it means even more when you do all that. 
 
CONNOR STANGE:  All right. Thank you, Bernhard. Appreciate it. 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  You're welcome, pleasure. 
 


