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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW   
March 23, 2023 
 
FRED COUPLES 
 
 
Q.  Fred, thanks for joining us at the inaugural Galleri Classic here in Palm Springs. 
What does it mean to have the Champions Tour here? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, growing up and playing the Tour, I always saw the tournaments 
here and then it left us. Then when I turned 50, I thought, Why do we not have a tournament 
in Palm Springs, and now we do. 
 
Hopefully I can play here two or three years. I used to live at Mission Hills, so I know this 
course. Thirty-two years ago with John Cook and I, we used to play a lot. But it's a 
phenomenal tournament, everyone knows about the Dinah Shore. I think it's like their 
Augusta. So for us, I've heard the course is absolutely perfect and I'm so glad we got a 
sponsor. I think we as older need to be playing here and we are. I hope it lasts a long time. 
 
Q.  So you haven't played the course this week yet? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  No. 
 
Q.  You can't imagine that it's the same course that you used to play? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, I don't know if they've -- have they redone it at all?  
 
Q.  They've taken out a bunch of trees.  
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, that's good because I can get behind trees. 
 
No. Everyone I've told leaving from Naples to Tucson, they all ask about the course. And 
then Joe, my caddie, went and walked it. He goes, Man, I don't even think they've let people 
play here seems like for two or three weeks; there's not a divot, the greens are perfect. And I 
keep hearing that from everyone. 
 
So, you know, if there's such a thing as this time of year for us, maybe this tournament can 
become like the women's, you know, the Dinah Shore, like the Masters. And then for us to 
have a tournament in this area is pretty cool and this is a heck of a week to play. 
 
Q.  I was going to say, for I don't know, 20 years now that's the question I've always 
had is why don't we have a senior event in this valley. 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Right. Well, we used to have a great one at the Vintage, right? I don't 
even know when that stopped, it could have been 40 years for all I know.  
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(Simultaneous speaking.)  
 
FRED COUPLES:  So it lasted a while, B.ut you are right, most of the people watching us, 
some of them may have more clubhead speed than I do. But I've heard that sales went 
pretty well and it's a pretty easy course to walk and get around to watch us play. Tomorrow 
I'll go out with Sandy Lyle and Ernie and hopefully play well and keep going Saturday and 
Sunday. 
 
Q.  You referenced your familiarity with the golf course historically. I know that a lot of 
your playing competitors have never played here before this week. Have either you or 
any of these other gentlemen, have you picked the brains of any of the lady 
counterparts, going back maybe and watching the past Dinahs, ANA Inspirations to 
see how they played this course in the past? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  I could probably ask a few of them, but I have not. Like I say, I used to 
live on this -- on the -- near John Cook and we used to play here a little bit. We played more 
on the newer course by the Westin because it was brand new and not many people were 
playing there. 
 
So to answer your question, for me, I mean, I remember all the holes. Joe said, Wow, the 
greens have a lot of slope. I don't really remember that, but he knows a lot about golf, so if 
they're still slopey, they're still slopey.  
 
Today will be a good day to -- you're going to laugh at this comment, but I might try and hit a 
few irons like 50 feet away, which I can do easily, but if I had 9-irons and wedges, just so I 
have some long putts. I can go on the putting green all day long and practice my putting, but 
again, I've not stepped -- I haven't played this course in over 30 years. And that's bizarre, 
but that's the way it is.  
 
Hopefully today's a good practice round and I'll get used to it again. I know every hole and I 
know what I'm probably going to hit off most of the tees. But again, the ladies play so well 
and they play different tees. We're not going to be far from their tees, we'll be a little further 
back, but it's a really good golf course and it's not easy. And I know at times -- you've been 
out here -- they had big winds, which we had yesterday. I played with the Strickers down at 
the Madison yesterday and it was blowing 30 and I was like, what is it like at Mission Hills? 
So I called a couple buddies and they said actually it wasn't really that bad. If we get 
weather like this, I think you'll see some good scores. 
 
Q.  Fred, this is your last event before Augusta. What are you looking forward to 
getting there? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, you know, I think I need to start putting a little better. I putt -- I 
consider I putt OK, but this week, you know, again I played with Stricker yesterday, he gave 
me a little something to think about.  
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Part of the problem is it's going to happen so fast that I can't really practice a whole lot. 
When I get to Augusta I'll probably play nine holes Monday and nine holes Wednesday and 
I'll probably be with Joe again, but he won't be caddying for me, he'll be caddying for Tiger.  
 
So the standing and grinding putting, it's just really, really hard, but that is one thing. I have 
been driving it really well in Naples, I drove it well in Newport, so that I'm not really worried 
about. I think I'm hitting it far enough to play Augusta, but when I'm hitting fairway woods into 
a lot of those holes and I've got either off the green or 60 -- I have to start making four-, five-, 
six-, eight-foot par putts there, otherwise it will be another like just the last three or four years 
where it's been OK. I haven't embarrassed myself yet, but I really need to make some putts. 
 
Q.  I was going to say last week you were in a position, been in a position now really 
for half a year where every time you go out and play, seems like you're on the 
leaderboard. At your age, is that a surprise to you? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  You know, last week, as Joe said on Sunday, he said, I'm going out with 
a couple buddies, I know you're bummed. And I actually was bummed. The front nine, I 
birdied No. 9 and I had a lot of birdie putts on the other eight holes. And I don't mean -- I 
mean like 12-footers, eight-footers, 10-footers. I finally made one on 9. I pulled a drive -- I'm 
not going to go through the round, but I pulled a drive on 10 and I had the easiest second 
shot to the green with a 9-iron. I should have hit a wedge and I just was -- Joe walked the 
yardage up to the green and I was just talking to the gallery and I just kind of lost focus. I hit 
it over the green and that was the first bogey I made all week, and then I continued to keep 
making bogeys. It wasn't because I was like leading, it was just I started to panic a little bit 
and try and do a few things. Again, when I come here, you always have to -- it's 54 holes, it's 
a race, you've got to get off to a good start. You know that, you've watched us play. 
Tomorrow I need to be ready and get going.  
 


