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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW   
March 22, 2023 
 
THOMAS DETRY 
 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  We would like to welcome Thomas Detry here to the Corales 
Puntacana Championship 2023.  
 
Thomas, it's an event you've played, this will be the fifth time you've played it.  
 
THOMAS DETRY:  That's right, yeah. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  And you've got some connections here. It must feel nice to sort of come 
home, I guess. You could call it home. 
 
THOMAS DETRY:  It's almost home, you're right. It's actually nice to be finally -- it's my first 
year playing it as a PGA TOUR member. I played off an invite, Jay Overton always gave me 
an invite every year. 
 
Yeah, I feel at home here. We have a lot of -- there's a big Belgium connection here. 
Obviously I'm half Spanish so I speak Spanish as well, so I'm used to that Spanish culture 
as well, which is very nice. I feel very comfortable here and I love the course, I love the 
climate. It's easy to fly back and forth to home and to the U.S. It's a good spot, we like it 
here. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  A lot of good reasons. You obviously like the golf course too because in 
the four starts you've made here, you've performed pretty well, good, consistent play, a 
couple of top-15s. What do you specifically like about the venue?  
 
THOMAS DETRY:  You know, especially when it's windy out here, you've really got to hit 
some quality shots. It's obviously wide off the tee, but then greens get tricky and they 
certainly get firm on the weekend as well. You've got to flight your golf ball, you've got to be 
precise off the tee and with the shots to the green, which really I think will separate the good 
ball-strikers from the average ball-strikers this week. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  You mentioned this is your rookie year as a PGA TOUR member. 
You've made 10 cuts in 12 starts so far this season, pretty solid start, but also runner-up at 
Bermuda, which is another island. 
 
THOMAS DETRY:  True. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  It must be good feelings being on another island. 
 
THOMAS DETRY:  Yeah, you know, bermudagrass, island, island golf, tropical climate, it's 
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worked well for me. I played well as well in Mexico at Mayakoba, which was similar kind of 
grass as well. So I guess I feel really comfortable on these kind of greens and this warm, 
humid climate. Hopefully can do one better than in Bermuda and get my first win on Tour 
this week. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  You seem like a very international competitor spending time at 
University of Illinois, obviously playing on the European Tour, being from Belgium, you said 
you speak Spanish. Now you're kind of feeling a little domicile here. 
 
THOMAS DETRY:  That's right.   
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  What's that like being a world traveler and being a professional athlete? 
 
THOMAS DETRY:  It's nice. It's sometimes tough, but luckily I've got my wife and my 
daughter, which makes traveling so much more easy, to be honest, which has been great. 
The PGA TOUR has daycare every day as well, which makes traveling so much more 
enjoyable for my wife as well. 
 
It's fun, we enjoy the challenge, it's great. Obviously sometimes we get to miss home, but we 
try to create our own little homes every time we travel together as a family and I think that's 
been key for my success so far. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Yeah, just another good subject to touch on, being a dad, it's almost a 
year since your daughter was born. 
 
THOMAS DETRY:  Yeah. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  We just talked to Chad Ramey yesterday, defending champion, and of 
course Joel Dahmen from a couple years back and they're both pretty new fathers. What is 
that transition like, has it been like for you? What sort of I guess positives have come out of it 
and -- 
 
THOMAS DETRY:  Oh, so much. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  -- and are there any negatives at all?  
 
THOMAS DETRY:  We kind of travel together now, so I'm with my family every week. I've 
kind of realized that the less I do during the week, the better for me. I tend to really practice 
very little during tournament weeks, mostly just play nine holes on Tuesday, nine holes on 
Wednesday and get ready for the tournament. So instead of spending hours on the range 
and kind of grinding, now I just play nine holes, go back home, spend time with my family 
and I'm ready to go on Thursday. It's been working really well. I've definitely enjoyed 
spending more time with my family in tournaments than I actually do grinding on the range or 
the practice area. Yeah, it's been my formula. 
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MARK WILLIAMS:  You might be one of the few PGA TOUR players that lists kitesurfing as 
a pastime in their bio. Is that something you learned here or is it something -- 
 
THOMAS DETRY:  Actually, you're right. I've always windsurfed a lot with my dad actually, 
he was a big windsurfer. I picked up kitesurfing actually here a couple years ago and I used 
to travel with my equipment, but now, unfortunately now with a child, it's too much other stuff 
we have, baby crib, baby car seat, everything, so no more space for my kitesurfing 
equipment.  
 
But yeah, I've really enjoyed it. Actually on a day like today's perfect conditions, but I'm 
going to preserve my energy and maybe do a bit of kitesurfing on Sunday night or Monday 
morning just before I go to San Antonio, we'll see. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  How would you rate yourself as a kitesurfer? What sort of handicap 
would you give yourself?  
 
THOMAS DETRY:  Probably just a 9, just under 10, yeah. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  What do you like most about it? Is there a sensation -- 
 
THOMAS DETRY:  Oh, just the sensation of just gliding on the water is just the best thing 
there is. Do a little jump here and there and just spending time on the water, there's just 
nothing -- you just really think of nothing else but just the kitesurf and gliding on the water, 
which is just an amazing feeling really. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Getting back to business, it's a Ryder Cup year and I'm sure that's on 
your mind. What sort of plans do you have for that and have you been in communication 
with Captain -- 
 
THOMAS DETRY:  Yeah, we've (inaudible) quite a lot actually. You know, coming up we've 
got the Zurich Classic coming up and I think I might be pairing myself with another European 
player. I'm in between two players now, but we'll see what works for their schedule as well. 
Hopefully we can make something work, show Luke that we are a great pairing and 
hopefully we can keep playing well this season and both qualify, or at least myself qualify for 
Rome in September. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  And one last thing before I let you go because I found this pretty 
interesting, you're a Guinness World Record Holder. I think that record's still intact. 
 
THOMAS DETRY:  That's right, yeah. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Can you just elaborate on that? I think it was like four or five years 
ago -- 
 
THOMAS DETRY:  Yes, it was in 2019, so that was in Spain with the DP tour in Spain, DP 
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World Tour. We did, it was one hole, par 4 or par 5? Anyways, it was 500 yards and it 
involved a little bit of strategy.  
 
You know, I started off by hitting -- they gave us a couple of tries and I was first going off 
with a driver trying to hit it as far down as possible and I had to run, but obviously when you 
run, when you sprint for 300 yards or 320 yards, you get to your ball and you're shaking, it's 
game over, you can't really hit.  
 
I switched my strategy. I actually hit 3-iron off the tee, which only allowed me to sprint for 
230 yards, and then from there hit another shot on the green and made two-putt. I think I 
broke the record. I can't remember my timing, to be honest, but it was tough. It's tougher 
than what people actually think. Like sprinting for even 200 yards and trying to hit a golf shot 
after that is not easy. It was a fun little challenge and I'm still holding the record, so hopefully 
nobody can beat it. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Well, the record said one minute and 29 seconds. 
 
THOMAS DETRY:  That's right. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  So that's a pretty cool accomplishment. 
 
THOMAS DETRY:  It's one minute, 29 seconds of hardcore just sprinting and then -- and 
actually trying to not shake and actually trying to make a putt as well, which wasn't easy. 
Yeah, it was fun. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  We appreciate your time and thanks for the insight. 
 
THOMAS DETRY:  You're welcome. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Good luck this week. 
 
THOMAS DETRY:  Thank you so much. 
 


