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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW   
March 21, 2023 
 
CHAD RAMEY 
JOHN NORRIS 
 
 
JOHN NORRIS:  Good afternoon. It is fantastic to be back for the sixth playing of the 
Corales Puntacana Championship. I was saying earlier to our friends from the media that we 
have 35 events within our group and there's nothing that looks like this, not just the beauty of 
the country, but the friendships and the partnerships that we've developed with Hiram and 
the team, the Rainieri family. Without their support, there is no way we would be where we 
are today, which is a stop that all of our players look forward to. 
 
Thanks to Frank Sr., Frank Jr., the entire Rainieri family. Hiram, good luck this week, my 
friend, and thank you to the entire team, yourself, Jay Overton, Manuel, Hernando, the 
agronomy team, the entire team that is really world class. It is an amazing group of 
professionals that we look forward to visiting each year. 
 
Chad, welcome back as defending champion and a King of Corales. Make sure that your 
wife recognizes that you are king while you are home and calls you the appropriate name. 
We'll tell her that's your official name while you're here. 
 
Also, I got asked a question about why haven't we had any champions defend and I can tell 
you we were talking earlier and Chad's game is really good right now, so don't be surprised 
if we see him back here next year. He played great a couple weeks ago at THE PLAYERS 
Championship, last week at Valspar, so he is primed for another great week, I have no 
doubt.  
 
We've got 25-plus players here this week that made the FedExCup Playoffs last year and 
120 of the best players in the world all vying for the championship.  
 
It's also a great time to recognize not only the beauty of this fantastic golf course and how it 
has grown throughout the years, but a golf destination as good as anywhere in the world 
right behind us. We get to showcase that this week to over 200 countries and territories in 
over 50 languages in 2,000 hours of live television that show the beauty of not just the golf 
course, but the people of the Dominican Republic and especially the Corales Puntacana 
club. 
 
Lastly, I just want to thank the entire team here, thank you and have a great week. 
 
CHAD RAMEY:  Great to be back. I've had this tournament on my calendar ever since I won 
here last year. It's truly a world-class venue between the maintenance, getting the golf 
course ready. I had a chance to go out and play nine holes earlier today and the course is in 
really, really good shape, just like I remember it last year.  
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Can't make this tournament happen without the volunteers, so thanks goes out to all of 
them. Great food, great people, just couldn't wait to come back this year. 
 
Like I said, I'm looking forward to the opportunity to be able to defend this year and I'm 
coming in with a lot more confidence than I've had over the past year, so I'm just going to try 
and keep it going. Just glad to be back. Thank you. 
 
Q.  I've got a question for you, Chad. The victory here, how does it change your life?   
 
CHAD RAMEY:  I mean, it means the world. It's always going to have a special place in my 
heart. It's my first PGA TOUR win so I'll have fond memories of this place for forever. Just 
excited to be back this year. Drew a lot of confidence off the win here last year just even 
though I hadn't been playing the best just late last fall and early this spring, still draw a lot of 
confidence from the win knowing that I can get it done coming down the stretch. Just looking 
forward to the opportunity again. 
 
Q.  What companies in the U.S. support this event? 
 
JOHN NORRIS:  I think the answer to that is we have over 125 companies that support the 
entire PGA TOUR and when you're a partner of the PGA TOUR, you're supporting every 
week on the calendar. Last week, Valspar as a company was the title sponsor, but they also 
sponsor this week. When you buy into believing that the PGA TOUR is the right platform for 
your business, for your philanthropic endeavors, you really buy a year-long partnership. So if 
you look, every single week is one; the Corales Puntacana Championship is supporting next 
week's Valero Texas Open. 
 
So to continue to have a relationship, if you are part of the PGA TOUR family, you're part of 
the entire ecosystem. So in essence every company is supporting here and this event 
supports all the others. 
 
Q.  (Question in Spanish.)  
 
CHAD RAMEY:  No, I don't think it does add more pressure to me. Just to come back to a 
place that I have been comfortable and obviously won last year, it doesn't seem like it adds 
any more pressure to me. It's just I'm looking forward to the opportunity to defend because, I 
mean, I won last year and just draw from that confidence that I had last year. 
 
Q.  I have a couple questions for Chad. Chad, do you think winning here last year 
gives you more confidence coming here now or do you think your performances in 
the last couple of weeks that have been really exceptional at THE PLAYERS 
Championship and Valspar have given you more confidence coming into this week? 
 
CHAD RAMEY:  I would actually say probably equally the same because the last couple of 
weeks I have got off to pretty good starts. You know, Saturdays at the end of the day, been 
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in very good position to compete and contend to win going into Sunday, but at the same 
time, a year ago actually breaking through and winning. So a little bit of both. So last year, 
knowing that I can win and I have done it and then at the same time these last couple of 
weeks having a little bit of momentum, I would say probably equally as much. 
 
Q.  Secondly, you and your wife, Kelly, just became parents a couple weeks ago, a 
newborn. How do you think that has changed your outlook and do you think that's 
contributed to your performances the last couple of weeks? 
 
CHAD RAMEY:  Yeah, I honestly, I do think it probably has contributed a little bit. It's a 
different world I live in now now that I'm a father. Obviously golf is my livelihood and it's still 
very important, but it's not near as important as it used to be. Just knowing that, a little 
different perspective, I think it's helped. I don't put as much pressure on myself as I used to 
knowing I have a beautiful family to go home to at the end of the day. 
 
Q.  And one last one from me, it's the first time you're coming back to a place where 
you're actually the champion and you're defending. What has that experience been 
like? I see you have a (inaudible) in front of you there with -- 
 
CHAD RAMEY:  Yeah, it's -- 
 
Q.  What is that like seeing all those pictures around? 
 
CHAD RAMEY:  It's pretty surreal coming here. As soon as I got off the plane at the airport, 
my picture's all over the place in there. Funny enough, I've had friends from back home that 
have actually came on vacations here and they send me pictures of my face is on a van, my 
face is in the airport. It's pretty surreal to be able to come and see all that, but at the same 
time it's a great feeling.  
 
Q.  (Question in Spanish.) 
 
CHAD RAMEY:  I guess first and foremost I'd say the views are amazing. It's one of my 
favorite courses to come to, just the majority of the holes being able to see the ocean. 
 
But I don't know, it's just a great venue. I like a lot of the holes here. You can't get too far 
ahead of yourself on the course, got to hit a lot of fairways, a lot of greens, give yourself a lot 
of looks. 
 
Q.  (Question in Spanish.) 
 
CHAD RAMEY:  Probably 16 is the first or the most memory, I ended up -- I had no idea 
how far the putt was, but it had to have been over 40 feet, maybe even 50 feet. But I made a 
really long putt on 16 coming down the stretch to -- I guess ultimately at the time it gave me 
a one-stroke lead, which I had no idea. Then ended up parring 17.  
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Then probably I didn't quite have enough firepower to hit it over all the water on 18 so I had 
to hit it out left. I hit a really good 4-iron in kind of the middle front of the green to set me up 
for the winning two-putt. 
 
Q.  (Question in Spanish.)  
 
JOHN NORRIS:  It's very important for us to be here. As stewards of the game, we have the 
best players in the world, but we also have to leave this sport better than we found it. So 
when we are able to bring this great sport to new countries, to countries that don't 
necessarily have hundreds of years of history of the sport and watch little girls and boys look 
up to stars like these, it is very important for us to be in nontraditional areas. 
 
So I think that's -- this is one of the first steps for the PGA TOUR clearly, first time being in 
the Dominican, but we're going to continue to see more events around the world outside of 
the traditional spots that we have in the United States, so it's really important for us to be 
here. 
 
Q.  (Question in Spanish.)  
 
CHAD RAMEY:  I would say my game plan for this week coming in after the last couple of 
weeks have been a pretty good stretch of golf for me. My short game feels like it's in a really 
good spot right now, so just keep doing what I'm doing there. And I'm really, really close with 
my full swing, so if I can just get it dialed in a little bit, I think I'll have a really good chance to 
compete this week.  
 


