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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW   
March 19, 2023 
 
ERNIE ELS  ( -13) 
 
 
Q.  So you came out of nowhere to win this. There were so many guys ahead of you 
today. 
 
ERNIE ELS:  I saw the weather report this morning and it looked like it was going to get 
gusty and maybe a little rainy and that's exactly what happened. So felt if I could get off to a 
decent start and get myself established and take it from there and that's exactly what 
happened. I almost played a perfect round. If I didn't miss that little short little putt on 15, it 
would have been fantastic.  
 
But it's still fantastic obviously winning. Yeah, this is hard scoring. You know, the last five, six 
holes were tougher than we normally get it. I didn't quite exactly see Doug Barron's putt, but 
it sounded like it was pretty close. Just excited to win again. I haven't won too many times 
out here. You've got to start somewhere. 
 
Q.  On 15 did I see you change your putting grip after that putt? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  I did. We call that the claw, so I went, I practiced that at home last week and 
as I said -- I played with my good friend, Mr. Rupert (inaudible) and experimented with that. 
And the roll was beautiful.  
 
Then for 27 holes I didn't use that grip. I came off that green yesterday, this was my 27th 
hole, and I went to the first tee and on the first green I started using the claw and I made I 
think six or seven birdies, six birdies, whatever it was.  
 
Then I went with it again today and then I started feeling -- in pressure, I haven't used it 
under pressure, so I was a little unsure. Then I went back to the normal grip the last three 
holes. That's just what we do. I'm trying to get more comfortable with my putting and I think 
I'm getting there. 
 
Q.  Can you talk about your bunker shot on 18 and then the putt? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  I think that's the shot of the tournament for me was that shot. Just really 
raining a bit. I tried to get the second shot as close as possible to the green. I had mud on 
the right side and normally when the mud's right, the ball goes left. So I was aiming at the 
bunker thinking it's going to go left and it actually stayed on the line and went in the bunker.  
 
I had a 63-yard shot, which is not a very nice yardage to have, but luckily the 
greenskeeping's great, it was a nice firm lie. I hit the shot out to about 12, 15 feet and made 
the putt. That shot, we don't really practice those shots, we're kind of going on instinct there. 
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I just played the ball off the back foot and got it up on the green and then made the putt for 
once. 
 
Q.  You looked pretty excited when you made it.  
 
ERNIE ELS:  It's been a long run, I've played good golf, especially last year. I had, I don't 
know how many top-10s I had, but it was many. I had a couple seconds. Getting close and 
not winning gets a little, you know, and then having a chance now today and missing the 
short putt, they were kind of not great feelings coming through me. Then I made the putt on 
16 and 18, so good to win. 
 
Q.  You've won this tournament twice now, you were also ahead last year coming 
down the last day. What are the things you like about this course so much? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, exactly. I mean, I had the lead last year coming into the final round. I 
don't know, I just love the place, it fits my eye. The grass, the weather, the whole place, just 
feel at home here. I've always played well over here in California, winning at Riviera and so 
on. Just feel comfortable out here. 
 
Yeah, hopefully they keep this tournament going for at least the next six years. 
 
Q.  What makes it so special to come back and play this course specifically in 
different circumstances? In 2020 you had the lead, last group, now you're not in the 
last group and you're kind of just putting a good score out there? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, as I said, I looked at the weather, I knew it was going to be tough. I've 
won some events in my life in tough conditions, so I felt like I needed to play a really solid 
round. I got off to a good start early and got some momentum.  
 
As I said, I thought I played a really good round, it was just that one flaw. Finishing the way I 
did, that's what's going to give me the confidence that I need. I haven't finished that way for 
two years, that's why I haven't won. Those are the kind of things I used to do when I was 
winning events when I was in my prime. So I want to get those feelings back and this was a 
really great start. 
 
Q.  Bouncing from that lip-out on 15, that was brutal. 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, yeah. As I said, I just went with a method that I wasn't totally 
comfortable with, so it's a good lesson for everybody:  Go with what you're comfortable with, 
don't go with something that you're not. Learnt my lesson, but then the last three holes were 
good. 
 


