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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW   
March 18, 2023 
 
HARRY RUDOLPH  ( -8) 
 
 
Q.  Well, good finish to the round today with a birdie at the last. If you can just kind of 
take us through a couple of the highlights today. 
 
HARRY RUDOLPH:  Good question, I haven't even thought about the round. I really think 
the end was kind of the highlight. Having a bogey on the par 3, No. 8, and bouncing right 
back with a birdie, I mean for me that's got to be the highlight just to finish off that way 
because that didn't taste very good on No. 8 to make that bogey. 
 
Q.  Taking you back to Monday, you've had a little bit of extra work, (indiscernible) a 
lot of people to get in. Just take us back to the Monday and how exciting that was and 
then just to find yourself where you are right now. 
 
HARRY RUDOLPH:  Yeah, I actually had to go through the pre-qualifier as well, so I got 
through the pre-Q on the Friday before, I shot 5 under on that day. Shot 3 under on Monday, 
then had a playoff with my buddy Dean Wilson and we went a couple holes on a tough par 4 
with some water on it and I was lucky to come out ahead of Dean. Kind of tough when you're 
playing against one of your buddies. I'm just fortunate to have gotten through that and to 
have a chance here. It's kind of nice to be at kind of like a home game here. 
 
Q.  And a little bit of background on you. You have a coffee shop; is that right? 
 
HARRY RUDOLPH:  My family, yeah, has had a coffee shot in La Jolla since 1960. 
 
Q.  So just a little bit of a background on kind of your rise up to where you are. 
 
HARRY RUDOLPH:  I played junior golf with a lot of the guys that are out here, David Duval 
and Justin Leonard and Tim Herron and Notah Begay and Jim Furyk, and a lot of those 
guys, played college golf with them. Started off our professional careers together and for 
whatever reason, they made it and I didn't and I went into the working world and they've 
been out here. It's kind of nice to reconnect with these guys. Jim was my teammate at the 
University of Arizona, we won the National Championship in 1992. It's good to see him out 
here. It's good for him to see me out here (Laughs.) Just being out here again with the guys, 
I had a great group today with Davis Love and he kept me relaxed out there and it's just fun 
to play with him. 
 
Q.  Two-part question:  You said working world. What did you do? And part B of that, 
now that you're out here enjoying some success, what are your hopes for PGA Tour 
Champions? 
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HARRY RUDOLPH:  So I did work in the restaurant business after I quit playing 
professionally. I played all through the '90s and then ran a business with my brother and 
sister. Now I'm out of that and I'm trying to just pursue my golf full time. 
 
I do teach golf as well when I'm home and I've been doing that over the last 10 years as 
well. When I'm home, I am still giving lessons. Hopefully I can just stay out here a little bit 
more and keep playing. That's really the goal is to get out here full time. 
 
Q.  You've seen what Steven Alker did, put a couple top-10s together and everything 
snowballed. Is that in the back of the head at all? 
 
HARRY RUDOLPH:  Yeah, that was my goal going into the week, if I can get a top-10 this 
week, then I don't have to play Bermuda Dunes on Tuesday and go earn it again. This year 
we only have three spots in the Monday qualifiers instead of four, so that makes it that much 
harder against all these great players. If there's any way, shape or form to get past that this 
week and finish in the top-10 or, you know, obviously the ultimate is to do what Dicky Pride 
did and what Alex Cejka did and so many other guys that have won, that's the ultimate.  
 
But first things first, I've got to make it through this week and get to next week, that would be 
awesome. But I feel good, I'm playing good, I like this course. Like I said, home game, I've 
got family around here watching and I've got some good support, so it's a lot of fun. 
 
Q.  Where exactly did you say you live? 
 
HARRY RUDOLPH:  I live in La Jolla, about an hour and a half from here. This golf course 
was designed by Billy Bell, which is the course I grew up was a Billy Bell course in La Jolla, 
so the grass and everything feels familiar to me, the layout's familiar. Things like that feel 
good. 
 
Q.  No problems with the poa annua, right? 
 
HARRY RUDOLPH:  I mean, poa annua's poa annua, but I'm out here playing on it all the 
time. It's nice to be able to try to keep the ball below the hole. I think I did a really good job of 
keeping the ball below the hole today so I never really got out of position where I had some 
that could get a little wiggly. That was probably what I did best today was just keep it in the 
right position. 
 
Q.  Will you let the cart get before the horse and think tonight? Right now you're in a 
first-place tie with eight other guys. There's a lot of people up there.  
 
HARRY RUDOLPH:  As you know on this tour, you have to keep the pedal to the metal, 
you've got to keep making birdies. I've got to come out firing tomorrow and smash some 
drives and trying to make birdies and playing my game, that's kind of how I play. I'll go out 
and be aggressive tomorrow, I don't really know any other way to play. I'll hit driver pretty 
much everywhere around here and hopefully my distance can help me take advantage of 
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some of these holes, get to the par 5s in two with an iron or something like that. That's how 
I'm going to approach it, I don't know any differently tomorrow, I'm going to go smash it. 
 


