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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW   
March 18, 2023 
 
BERNHARD LANGER  ( -12) 
 
 
Q.  After a couple three-putts, 9 and 13, how big was the eagle on 15 to get back? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, it was huge. There were two times in my round that were big, 
the chip-in on 8, or the pitch-in, it was a miracle. You give me 10,000 balls, I wouldn't make 
another one, I think. It was one of those kind of shots. 
 
And then yeah, the eagle was huge as well. I played a little scruffy in the middle of the 
round. I started solid, hit some decent shots, but then I started hitting a couple pulls and a 
push and just not straight and not good enough.  
 
Then I really started playing well on the back nine, I hit a lot of quality shots starting from 10 
onwards. Just really played well, gave myself lots of opportunities. And like the eagle, as 
three good shots as I can possibly pull off. And the same on 16, 17, 18, they were all really, 
really good shots and decent putts. 
 
Q.  Is there something you were battling in the middle of that round? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  No, it was just -- I don't know what it was, a little off balance, a little 
bit over the top or maybe a little protective here or there. But no, nothing I can pinpoint, 
because then without fixing anything major, I started striping it again, hitting it well. I guess it 
was just one of those things that happens in golf. It only takes a little bit to be off. 
 
Q.  Can you talk about that shot on 8? The members here, you hit it left of that green, 
it's an automatic bogey or worse, they say. 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, it's one of the hardest shots to get up and down. I landed it 
perfect between the bunker and the green in the fringe and it took a soft bounce, rolled 
straight at the cup and disappeared. 
 
Q.  Bernie, it's going to be a shootout tomorrow, there's a bunch of six guys right near 
the top of the lead. You've got to go low again, don't you? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Absolutely. Even there's more than six guys, I think anybody within 
five shots of the lead has a chance. So there's a whole bunch of guys and big names, good 
players. I have to go low, yeah. Even par's not going to do it, or a couple under. I've got to 
go better than that. 
 
Q.  Do you prefer to be in the final group like you are? 
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BERNHARD LANGER:  I do, I'd always rather be ahead than behind because you can 
make one mistake and still be in the lead. If you're three behind and you make a mistake, 
you're one further behind, so that's not a good thing. 
 
Q.  As a past champion of the tournament, as somebody who plays well here, is there 
anything you really enjoy or like about the tournament, the golf course, the club, the 
area? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I enjoy everything. Usually we have pretty good weather and the 
changes they made to the golf course are really good, I think. The more I play it, the more I 
like them. 
 
I think the three green changes are phenomenal. So even taking some of the trees out like 
the one -- the two palms on 9 that were always in the way and No. 12, I think, that big tree in 
the middle of the fairway, so that's gone. All those things are very good and I think the 
players love coming here and that's why you've always had a strong field. 
 
Q.  Have you let your mind go forward yet? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  No, that's not going to go there until the last hole or two if it 
happens. No, I've got a lot of work to do, a lot of golf to be played yet. There's no point of 
dreaming about it at this point. 
 
Q.  Do you have family out here? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  No, I'm by myself. 
 
Q.  How do you prep for tomorrow's round? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  There's nothing different than normal. It's the normal routine. I'm 
going to putt a little bit, see if I can get some better speed because I hit a couple of putts that 
were not very good speed-wise that led to three-putts. Otherwise, I'm just going to stretch 
out and then start my routine tomorrow morning again. 
 
Q.  Curious about No. 6, you putted from off the green. That decision, I'm sure -- 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I had thoughts of maybe chipping it, but then I looked at the 
fringe and it looked fairly smooth. I'm usually a very good long distance putter and I felt the 
odds were good putting it, just misjudged it totally. 
 


