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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW   
March 18, 2023 
 
FRED COUPLES  ( -10) 
 
 
Q.  You had a lot of opportunities today for birdies, some for the outright lead and just 
missed a couple times, but you're right there. 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Yeah. I played pretty well yesterday, I birdied the first three and then I 
kind of struggled hitting any shots kind of close to the hole. But I hit it solid and I got it 
around. And today I popped in a few birdies. I actually, you know, I knew I had two par 5s 
coming in and looked like I was going to butcher the 15th and I made about a 25-footer for 
birdie. And on 18 I just, I have a brand new 3-wood and I don't quite hit it as far as I'd like 
and I tried to rip it and I pulled it, which again, if it was another few yards towards the green, 
it would have been a much easier shot just to flip it over the bunker, but I couldn't really get it 
close and ended up making par there.  
 
I missed a few birdie putts, but again, they're not the easiest greens to make 10-, 12-, 
15-footers on. So what I've done well is I've kept the bogeys away and then made a birdie 
here and there and I'm 10 under. Tomorrow I'm going to need probably another 5 or 6 under. 
 
Q.  You have to take care of 15 and 18 here to win, don't you, and you did in 2010, 
2014?  
 
FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, I've been driving it really, really well. The 18th, again, is a birdiable 
hole, there'll be a lot of guys birdieing it, there'll be a lot of people walking off with 5s. It's not 
an easy pin. 
 
But tomorrow, hey, if I can make a few putts, maybe I won't have to worry about the 18th. In 
the scheme of things, I'd like to birdie it whether I have a shot at winning or not. 
 
But I've been playing pretty well. I really, really like this course. I've putted the three- and 
four-footers well. I played with two of the best putters the last couple days, Padraig 
Harrington and Steve Stricker, and they're struggling, too. I played 13 years here and I still 
don't really read the greens that well. The putts look good, but a lot of them are just soft and 
they break offline, and then when I try and hit them hard, those are the ones that really look 
good, then they roll this far by and I'm like, what are you doing? I don't want any four-footers 
on these greens. 
 
But that's because I'm not making any mistakes. So if I don't make any bogeys, I can be a 
little tentative on the greens versus if I make three birdies tomorrow, make a couple bogeys, 
then you're stuck, then you're going backwards. If I can pop in a birdie every now and then, 
I'll be fine. 
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Q.  What do you think of the changes from last year? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Oh, the course is phenomenal, absolutely phenomenal. If we weren't 
playing lift, clean and place, maybe that's a shot a day, so I don't know what -- I mean, two 
holes ago someone was 11 under, they might be 12.  
 
But I think the picking the ball up and cleaning it, we had to do it yesterday and maybe 
today. If we do it tomorrow, too, it won't be the end of the world because there is a little bit of 
mud out there, you're not getting any roll and these kind of fairways you'll clump up mud. If 
we don't move it tomorrow, it could be a shot here or there that doesn't react like you want it 
to. But the golf course is phenomenal. 
 
Q.  You mentioned no bogeys through your first two rounds. How important is that, 
especially considering how tricky the greens are? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, it is if you're trying to hang in there. You know, it's important to 
keep making three- and four- and five-footers. I made a couple for birdie and a few for pars, 
but I've hit the ball really, really well in the fairway and on the greens.  So I'm not going to 
say it's been easy, but I've actually hit a lot of fairways and hit a lot of good 7-, 8- and 9 
irons.  
 
Tomorrow it will be different. If I'm in the last group or second-to-last group or wherever I am, 
you can judge what you've got to do. You can't really screw up on Saturday by three-putting 
trying to say, oh, I needed to make this 20-footer and you run it by. Tomorrow, if I'm playing 
with whoever and they get off to a great start, then I can't dilly dally around and say I can 
start lagging putts and hopefully a birdie here or there. But hopefully I get off to a good start 
and make some birdies. 
 
Q.  Does it matter what group you're in, second to last, last? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  No, no, it really doesn't. I mean, what matters is -- you know, Al -- is how 
you play. But I would like to be in the second-to-last group or last group. I don't know where 
I'm at, but there's guys with a couple holes to play. I just want to play like I am today if I'm in 
whatever group I'm in. 
 
Q.  You're top-5, top-10 here every year, two wins and a chance to become the first 
three-time winner. Any thoughts on that? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, the chance of winning is always fun. I mean, three-time champ, 
probably no one here would know that except for us now. But I really like the course. I live 
here, I don't play here that much. As Todd keeps telling me, the owner of the place, you 
have a locker here. But he plays and I play a little bit, but I'll come over and play it.  
 
The golf course is phenomenal, but I really like it. I'm from Seattle, reminds me of Seattle, 
the same poa annua greens. We didn't have this kind of grass on the fairways, but I like the 
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course. 
 
Q.  How about Useless Bay? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Useless Bay, I'm a member at Useless Bay. 
 
Q.  So am I. 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Oh, there you go. Yeah, that's pretty nice, I love the place. 
 


