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ROUND 1INTERVIEW   
March 17, 2023 
 
BERNHARD LANGER  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Bernhard, off to a great start, 7-under 64. Quite frankly, not many people surprised 
to see you putting up a number like that. Just a few thoughts on the day today. 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, the course played pretty long, but I got off to a great start, 
birdied -- I was 5 under after eight or something like that, so that was really a hot start. At 
that point in time I actually had the thought hopefully can shoot your age or better today. 
Played very solid, still had more looks on the back side, but nothing dropped. Basically, I just 
played really good tee to green and yeah, made seven birdies, so that was fun. 
 
Q.  How aware are you on the last green that you need to make this putt to beat your 
age again? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Oh, I was aware. I was aware of the leaderboard, that 7 under was 
leading at the time and that I'm one behind. Obviously I was aware that 6 under would be my 
age and 7 would be one better than my age. I was happy to see that one wiggle in. 
 
Q.  How much of a (simultaneous speaking) to play in a group with Jim and Mike? The 
three of you averaged 6 under today, you guys were all playing terrific. How did that 
help you feed off each other? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I think it always helps to be paired with guys that, you know, play 
well. You see good shots and you see putts made instead of, you know, looking for golf balls 
and watching bogeys and worse. That helps. And they're both great guys. Jim and Mike are 
both wonderful gentlemen and good friends of mine and we played many times together. We 
were all near the top of our game today. 
 
Q.  Is number 46 in your mind, in the back of your mind? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Not really, but you know, I'm going to get asked every week so 
might as well say yes. I'm trying to play every hole as good as I can and then see where the 
chips fall. 
 
Q.  With ball in hand, how much did that help? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, we had so much mud on the ball, they had to play -- I mean, it 
was ridiculous. Every ball I marked was muddy. I think we're going to play preferred lies 
tomorrow and we'll see what happens Sunday. 
 
Q.  Talk about the putt on 18. 
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BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, it was uphill a little bit, but it was a cup and a half out to the 
left and it's all about speed and which way it might wiggle in the end. Caught the left lip and 
it had really good speed, so it grabbed the lip and it went halfway around the hole and then 
decided to go in. Sometimes they decide to come out, this one decided to go in. 
 
Q.  You've won here in the past. Can you talk about the changes and how much you 
like them, to the golf course? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I think the greens are terrific changes. They've changed 
three greens and they're all fantastic. Some of the holes are quite a bit longer and lots more 
bunkers. There's more premium on driving the ball straight. They took some trees out, which 
made it a little bit more open, get more sun, more wind. The grass will grow better in those 
areas. 
 
Overall, I like the changes. There's one or two I think they're maybe over the top because 
they lengthened two of the par 4s that are into the wind already and they were already the 
longest par 4s and they lengthened those, too, but we didn't play there today because of the 
wetness. I think when the fairways are firm and the ball runs a little bit, you may be able to 
go back there. 
 
Q.  Do you have a favorite hole on the golf course that was improved? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Not really, no. They're all pretty good. 
 
Q.  Just because southern Californians aren't as accustomed to seeing as much wet 
weather as we've had, how do you guys take it as golfers and prepare for something 
like this? Obviously the course is scoring very low, but how much of a factor is it that 
it has rained and that it's not raining today? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, the preparations were not perfect because we couldn't play 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, or practice, so that was difficult. It's the least I practiced ever 
before a golf tournament, I think, especially after a week off.   
 
But then once the sun came out and they opened up the driving range and everything else, 
the course is playing fairly well considering the rain we had, but we need to play preferred 
lies. And whenever you play preferred lies, you have a good lie on the fairway if you hit the 
fairway and then the greens are obviously more receptive, so you can go more flag hunting 
as many would say. The ball doesn't bounce off as much and it's even easier on bunker 
shots and chips shots and all that because the greens are a little softer. 
 
Q.  Do you know how many times you've shot or broken your age now? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I believe it's eight, maybe nine now. Somewhere in that range, 
seven to nine. You can look it up. 


