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ROUND 1INTERVIEW   
March 17, 2023 
 
CHRIS DiMARCO  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Chris, great start, opening round 7-under 64. Just a few keys to the round? 
 
CHRIS DiMARCO:  You know, it's weird, we went home after Tucson. Obviously played a 
great round in Tucson, the second round, shot 9 under. I'm starting to see it inside me. We 
went home for a week, we skied a couple days, I didn't touch a club. First hole that I played 
since Tucson was the 10th hole today. So I guess I went out with not much expectations. 
Knew I was playing good, knew I was playing good, knew I was putting good. So for me, just 
going out and kind of firing at pins, and I hit some really good close shots and just kind of 
built up. It was just one of those rounds, it just added up. All of a sudden you're 5 under 
through nine and you're like, OK, let's go. Played with a two good buddies, Sluman and John 
Huston is always a lot of fun, too. Both of them played pretty good also, so we kind of moved 
ourselves along. 
 
Q.  You're making your fourth start here. How significant were the changes to the 
course? 
 
CHRIS DiMARCO:  You know, for the first time I saw them today, first time I played them. I 
feel like they almost benefit me because they moved a lot of these bunkers a little further out 
and I can't get to them. And then a lot of the ones that were on the wrong side of the fairway 
are on the right side of the fairway now. For me, it worked out pretty good, to tell you the 
truth.  
 
Obviously got two more big days here, but I like how the course is set up. Obviously I'd like 
to see it a little bit firmer. Not being the longest guy out here, hitting a lot of long irons in, but 
my long iron play right now is pretty good. 
 
Q.  When the greens are softened by the rain, do you take it into consideration? Do 
you go at more flagsticks? 
 
CHRIS DiMARCO:  Yeah, I think the big thing today too was ball in hand. Obviously hitting a 
clean ball every time when you're in the fairway, you've got a clean ball, you can control your 
distance, you can control the spin, that's what I tried to do. It all depends on, for me, all 
distance control. I know the greens are going to be soft, so there was a lot of holes out there 
where I had the perfect lob wedge or the perfect gap wedge and I would take one more club 
just to take a little off it just to control the spin. It's pretty tough to control it when it's spinning 
back that much, it's pretty tough to control the spin. 
 
Q.  When the greens are this small, too, is that a factor? 
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CHRIS DiMARCO:  I mean, obviously yeah. I mean, I've been in the last -- really pretty 
much all this year for the first time in a while I'm really getting just pin oriented, I'm not 
worried about what's going on everywhere else. I'm not necessarily firing at every pin, but 
I'm definitely making sure I'm hitting comfortable shots to the right pins. 
 
Q.  When the course is scoring as well as it is, on 5 you were left straight away and 
then out behind the green, how big was that up-and-down for you to just keep the 
confidence of the round. At that point you were holding on to a one-shot lead.  
 
CHRIS DiMARCO:  I wasn't worried about a lead today. Obviously it's Friday and we have a 
lot of great players out here and 7 under might not even be leading by the end of the round. 
For me, it's a good start. It's obviously something you need to do out here to win out here. 
You need to have at least one or two really low rounds and then just kind of not shoot 
yourself out with the other ones. So I got my one today, so hopefully we'll get another one 
maybe tomorrow and another one the next day and just do something crazy and have one of 
those three-day-in-a-row things that happen.  
 
We'll just -- the best thing today is hit a couple balls and go out and practice a little bit and 
get myself ready for tomorrow. And having my wife on the bag has been fantastic, it really 
has been a huge thing for me just because it's -- for me, not saying that she doesn't know 
anything about the game, she's lived with the game for 35 years, she's been with me the 
whole time, but it's nice to have somebody out there not trying to -- I know my game better 
than anybody. She'll just say knock the putt in, make this one or hit this one at the hole, 
whatever it is. For me, it just really is -- I don't want -- for lack of a better word, just dumbing 
the game down, but it basically is doing that. Just the confidence that she has in me. And 
when I do something good, I can see it, and when I do something bad, she's like all right, 
let's get it back. Just a lot of motivational. You know, we started our careers with her on the 
bag, so it's been nice to have her back. 
 
Q.  You birdied one of the tougher holes out here, No. 8.  
 
CHRIS DiMARCO:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  And then No. 3, the par 5, what happened on that hole? 
 
CHRIS DiMARCO:  No. 3 I -- my math, my Florida math was wrong, I was off by 10 yards. I 
thought I had 91, I had 101. I hit a pretty good shot that landed 10 yards short and spun 
back to the front of the green and I had an 80-foot putt on these greens. I almost made my 
second putt, I hit a really good putt. Just a little math problem. Need to go back to arithmetic 
I guess or whatever it is. 
 
Q.  A question about Amy, is she going to be on the bag all year now? 
 
CHRIS DiMARCO:  That's the plan. The plan is for her to be on the bag all year. Empty 
nesters now. We do have two grandchildren at home, but you know, this tour is as much of a 
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bonus and something not only just for me, but she's been along with me the whole time. 
She's a big part of it and this is as much her reward also.  
 
She's not one to sit around and -- she likes to walk and we walk the pro-ams and she likes to 
work out. I mean, normally she would go to Orange Theory after caddying for 18 holes. So 
for her, caddying, it gives her something to do out here and it works great for both of us. 
 


