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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW   
March 16, 2023 
 
STEVE STRICKER 
 
 
Q.  Steve, welcome back. Just wanted to get a few comments. I know you really 
haven't seen much of the course this year. Just some thoughts overall on being back 
here this week. 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  I've not seen the course at all in tournament play. I've seen it, I played 
with Andy North and Aaron Rodgers back when the University of Wisconsin was in the Final 
Four in Anaheim back in I think 2014 or '15, one of those two years. So I came here and the 
three of us went out and played, but that's the only time I've been here. But I'm looking 
forward to getting out there today and seeing how dry it is and going from there. 
 
Q.  And how about health-wise, are you feeling good? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  I feel great, yeah, I feel great. Yeah, looking forward to these couple 
weeks in California. It's going to be a challenge it looks like this week because of the 
weather. The course is going to be wet, not real warm so the ball probably isn't going to go 
very far so you're going to have to adjust and adapt. But I'm looking forward to kind of 
getting the lay of the land today. 
 
Q.  Sam Burns is going for a three-peat in Tampa this week, you were the last one to 
do that at John Deere. How difficult is that? What's your mindset as you try and do 
that? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, I saw that come across one of the social media, maybe it was 
PGA TOUR website or Twitter or something. 
 
Yeah, it brought back some memories, for sure, thinking about trying to win that. I actually 
had a really legitimate chance to win it the fourth time and then I started getting in my own 
way and mentally wasn't strong enough I guess to do it. It's a challenge because you go 
there expecting to play well, expecting to have the opportunity to win, get in contention 
coming down the last few holes, and when you do, you want to take advantage of that just 
because it's so hard to win out on Tour. 
 
Yeah, it's probably more of a mental challenge than anything when you're trying to win for 
the third time in a row, but he's such a great player and a good kid, I have no doubt that he'll 
probably have that opportunity come Sunday. 
 
Q.  Padraig getting the nod for the Hall of Fame, just some thoughts on how deserving 
he is? 
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STEVE STRICKER:  Oh, yeah, very deserving. I texted him straight away when I found out 
that he got the nod for the Hall of Fame. Yeah, couldn't be happier for him, wonderful guy. 
We were dueling captains at the Ryder Cup at Whistling Straits and couldn't be more 
pleasant to be around and graceful and the loss that they had there at Whistling Straits. But 
just a great guy and really deserving of that award and that recognition that he's had. He's 
had an unbelievable career and he continues out here, he's a guy to beat out here on a 
regular basis, so couldn't be happier for him.  
 
Q.  What do you think of the ball, what they're doing? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, I'm not a big fan of that, rolling back the ball. I really believe that 
we should be playing the same equipment, the ball as everybody else plays, you know, the 
amateur. If they really want to make things a little bit more difficult, you could adjust the 
driver a little bit, but that ball probably goes hand in hand with the driver. They're making that 
driver to fit the ball or vice versa, right? You could always narrow the fairways, bring up the 
rough. 
 
But you know what, we're in the entertainment business. I was talking about this with Nicki 
and my kids, the Tour is the entertainment business and they want to see birdies, they want 
to give the fans something to cheer for and say wow, look at how far that guy hit it. Now if 
some guy goes out there and hits it shorter than your local amateur at your club, what's so 
different about that? All of a sudden it's like, well, this guy over here, Joe, he can hit it further 
than the pros. 
 
So I just don't -- I don't like it, I don't agree with it. There's other ways if they want to make it 
more difficult. I don't feel like it's in a bad spot right now. The game is strong, the PGA TOUR 
is strong, people love coming out to watch and what's better than that? 
 


