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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW   
March 16, 2023 
 
DAVIS LOVE III 
 
 
Q.  Davis, like you said, making your first start here. Just your kind of initial 
impressions minus the weather part? 
 
DAVIS LOVE III:  Well, glad to finally make it to the Hoag Classic and I'm excited to play. 
Got a great pairing with Fred Couples and Padraig, so looking forward to seeing the golf 
course.  
 
And I'm a rookie again, I've never played here, so I'm excited to see it.  
 
Q.  You're making your first start of the season on the Champions Tour, I guess SAS 
last year was your last start out here. Just kind of bring us up to speed on how you're 
feeling and how you're playing. 
 
DAVIS LOVE III:  Well, I'm feeling better. After SAS I tore a ligament in my wrist, so I haven't 
played any competitive golf since then. But I'm feeling better, excited to knock the rust off 
and hopefully can get something going. 
 
Q.  How much are we going to see you out here? 
 
DAVIS LOVE III:  That's always a good question, how much golf can I play in a year. I 
started working with Justin Parsons and he said, if you would give me one year without 
getting hurt, he goes, I think you'd play pretty well. And I haven't done that in a long time, 
maybe in 15 years I haven't had a season where I wasn't coming back from something. 
 
But if I can play, I'm going to play a lot this year and I'm looking forward to it. 
 
Q.  That means out here you're going to play a lot, the Champions Tour? 
 
DAVIS LOVE III:  That means I'm going to play a lot. 
 
Q.  You're not giving me that. You mentioned earlier about Padraig, he recently was 
inducted in the Hall of Fame. What's your thoughts on that? 
 
DAVIS LOVE III:  Padraig's definitely a legend in the game and obviously a friend to all of us 
out here on Tour, so we're excited for him. He's well deserved to be in the Hall of Fame. 
 
Q.  Recently, two days ago Jim Ferree, who you know very well, passed away. Your 
thoughts or any stories you have on Jim? 
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DAVIS LOVE III:  Oh, gosh, my dad introduced me to so many people in my life and 
Mr. Ferree was one of them. When my brother and I would drive home from Chapel Hill to 
Sea Island, we would stop off in Hilton Head and get a lesson from Mr. Ferree. Just to be 
around him, to play golf with him, he's a legend. And obviously the North Carolina ties are 
huge for me. Just sad. We're losing a lot of legends recently, including my other teacher, 
Jack Lumpkin. Always loved being around him and cherish the memories. 
 
Q.  Davis, what's your thought on the, what the USGA and the R&A are proposing with 
the ball? 
 
DAVIS LOVE III:  Well, as a lot of things policy-wise and rules-wise, I've seen this movie 
before as a former board member. I spent a lot of time with the USGA in board meetings. 
We've talked about it a lot.  
 
The Tour, we don't want two sets of rules. I think the cool thing about golf is that I can, as a 
kid at Atlanta Country Club, compare to Jack Nicklaus and Arnold Palmer that were playing 
my home course and I could try to hit the shots that they hit. I think the amateurs and the 
pros both want that comparison to always be there and not play something different.  
 
I would be confused. Like I play the elite ball and then I go home, do I get to play the real 
ball? It just really doesn't work. I think hopefully over the next few years cooler heads will 
prevail and they'll figure out some other solution for it.  
 
And the ball does go a long, long way, but athletes are stronger and the drivers have a lot of 
jump in them and there's other ways to accomplish the goal without bifurcating the rules. 
 


