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PADRAIG HARRINGTON 
 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  (in progress) in the sweet spot of distance with the young guys, 
I have enough speed to be there. But I do think that it needs to be rolled back for the future 
of the game, for the golf courses, for the cost of maintaining, the pace of play, there's so 
many reasons. 
 
But the reality is no one argument decides this. You can't just come up and say, well, this is 
the reason why it should and shouldn't be. There's a number of nuances to it. Definitely if I 
can't see that there's two sides to this argument, 100 percent that there's some good 
reasons not to do it and some good reasons to do it. 
 
Yeah, so you've got to consider everything and figure it out. Like when they changed the 
groove rule, it was good for golf, bad for me. When they changed the putter rule, it was good 
for golf, good for me. When they changed the -- if they roll back the ball, it's good for golf, 
probably not great for me right now I would think. But who knows, I've adapted to everything 
else. But look, it is good for golf. They've rolled back balls before and at least we got that 
with the rest of the world when it went from a small ball to a big ball. 
 
I see at home the golf courses have become obsolete. All the courses where I live are 
obsolete, you just can't play them, the doglegs are in the wrong places. So I really do see 
how it needs to be, it really does need a rollback. 
 
And I think when it comes to manufacturers, I think they're just starting an arms race and 
they figure it out. I think there's a lot of stakeholders involved here, but the manufacturers 
are definitely the ones who are taking the most risk. You know what, well, I don't think you 
can subsidize them, but help them some way. They're the ones who are taking the risk. I 
suppose the players as well with endorsements.  
 
Bifurcation, did I get that right? Bifurcation, I hate that word. To be honest, I would prefer 
they rolled it back for everybody. I don't like the bifurcation. 
 
Q.  But what if the Tour says that's great, go ahead and do that, but we're going to 
play our rules with our ball? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  It's needed more for golf, it's not as important for professionals, 
no. It's not as important for us. It is needed for golf, though. 
 
Look, if you want to go extremes here, you know, if you want to actually make it tougher for 
the longer hitters and rolling back makes it easier for the longer hitters, but if you want to 
make it tougher for the longer hitters, actually shorten the golf course because then they 
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don't have an advantage. I don't mean shorten it so they can drive par 4s, I mean shorten it 
so that -- look, I see out here, I'm quite substantially longer than the field out here. But put 
me on the wrong golf course, I have no advantage whatsoever, none. If I have to lay up and 
every shot is -- if I'm hitting from 50 yards in and the field are hitting from 100 yards in, 
there's no real advantage in that. If I can drive the green and they're hitting from 50 yards in, 
then there's a huge advantage.  So shorten the course.  
 
And like if you want to get to the absolute other extreme, the most horrible thing you could 
do in golf, go out of bounds 20 yards left and right of the fairway. I'd give it up. If you actually 
want me to retire, that's the way to get me to retire. But that's the extreme. When people say 
toughen the golf course, that's the extreme. If there's 20 yards, out of bounds 20 yards left 
and right, you don't swing away. I know I'll be hanging my clubs up.  
 
So what's the alternative? The alternative is 100 percent put the brakes on, 100 percent stop 
it at the moment, roll it back. Pace of play, walking the longer golf courses is just so much 
slower, waiting on par 4s, par 5s is so much slower. 
 
And the etiquette of the game, nobody's mentioned this, that's gone out the window. I 
guarantee you, you watch leading players now, the amount of times they'll drive a golf ball 
on top of the group in front of them maybe 10, 15 yards off the green and you can hear it 
land, if you did that when I was growing up, you would get suspended in your club. 
Somebody would be walking back, you'd be in trouble for driving up near somebody. 
Whereas now guys will drive the par 4 as long as the ball is running onto the green, so the 
etiquette of the game has changed because of that, how far, because of the pace of play 
and the anxiety of Tour pros to keep up, keep going, you know, make sure they don't fall out 
of position. 
 
So yeah, a lot of things, this rollback could help and certainly can't keep going down this 
road, it just can't. But I'm not -- as much as I'm a fan of this -- and remember, this is a 
discussion. As much as I'm a fan of all this, I think it needs it more for all golf. 
 
And lastly on that, when it comes to the enjoyment of the game, the enjoyment of hitting a 
golf ball is hitting it five or 10 yards or 20 yards past where you expect to hit it. It's irrelevant 
how far it's gone. I thought I was going to hit it 300, I've hit it 310 like this. I thought I was the 
same distance as my playing partners, I've hit it 20 yards past them, chest out. It's not the 
actual total distance, it's the distance compared to your playing partners or to your own 
expectations that gives you enjoyment.  
 
So straight away you could roll it back whatever distance you wanted and within a short 
period of time people will be still having the same enjoyment. Especially amateurs, the same 
enjoyment. Just would not affect the amateur game whatsoever. It's relative to what you're 
doing. As I said, somebody comes in and says they hit -- oh, I hit driver, 6-iron to that par 5. 
That's great. Well, if nobody's hitting driver and iron to that par 5 and you came in and said 
you hit driver, 3-iron, everybody would be raving about it. 
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So the enjoyment is not going to change one little bit by rolling it back because the 
enjoyment, as we know in life, is always completely relative to your expectations at that 
moment in time, nothing to do with the -- I suppose the total of the situation. 
 


