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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW   
March 15, 2023 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN 
 
 
Q.  Back to defend your title. Just a few thoughts if I could take you back to last year, 
just a couple of highlights about your win here last year? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Well, I mean the highlight was obviously we had a pretty nice three-ball 
in the last group, six U.S. Opens between me, Ernie and Lee Janzen.  
 
For me, the highlight was obviously starting with that eagle-birdie-birdie start, that really put 
me well in front. From there I was just trying to hang in. KJ Choi making a charge at the end, 
so my mental thought was just stay in front of KJ and was really lucky to pull it off by a few 
shots. 
 
Q.  And how do you feel coming back this week? Are you feeling good? I know you 
had mentioned injury, recovering and so forth. Are you feeling good? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Yeah, the last few weeks I started playing pretty good. I feel like my 
game's coming around a little bit, hopefully it can carry on going into this week. Shoulder 
hurts a little swinging, I've lost a little bit of strength in my left shoulder, but something to 
work on. I mobilize and exercise on it every day to get the strength back.  
 
But the golf course is going to play totally different this year to the last few years being firm 
and false and now we've got a very, very wet golf course, so it will be interesting to see how 
it plays. 
 
Q.  Have you heard about any of the changes they made to the course? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  No, I've not heard about changes.  
 
Q.  Retief, can you talk on Padraig getting the Hall of Fame, any thoughts on that? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  It's great to see Padraig getting into the Hall of Fame. He's been a great 
ambassador for the game over the years, won three majors, many tournaments around the 
world, Ryder Cup. You know, he's definitely a well-deserved candidate for the Hall of Fame 
and congratulations to him. 
 
Q.  What's your thoughts on what the USGA and the R&A is doing with the golf ball? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Yeah, it's going to be interesting I think to see what's going to happen, 
how much they're going to bring the ball back. It could really hurt the game. If they suddenly 
bring the ball 40 yards back, who's going to want to buy a golf ball that goes 40 yards 
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shorter, and so the manufacturers are going to suffer.  
 
It's a fine line. All these things has been quite well regulated over the years, how far the ball 
can go with a driver and how far the golf ball can go. In a way I wish they could just stay 
where they are now. I mean, the guys are hitting the ball further because they're becoming 
more athletes. The guys are stronger and they train to hit the ball further. So really, if they 
want to bring the ball back, tell the guys stop exercising really. I hope it's not going to 
damage the golf industry, that's all. 
 
Q.  Were there any restaurants last year that you checked out around here that you're 
going to check out again this year? Any good eats? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  You know, there's a few good restaurants around this area, or should I 
say there's a lot of really good restaurants around this area. It's a wonderful area, Newport 
Beach. A couple of years ago I actually stayed with Frosty, a friend of his on the beach and 
that was lovely having a nice barbecue on the beach. I'm sure we're going to try to find those 
restaurants again in this area. I have a few commitments I have to do this week with 
sponsors, but we'll find a few very nice restaurants. 
 


