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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW  
March 5, 2023 
 
AKSHAY BHATIA  ( -19) 
 
 
Q.  I've got Akshay here. By the way, four straight birdies to end, shot 30 on the back 
nine, 7 under today. Welcome to the PGA TOUR. What's this mean to you? 
 
AKSHAY BHATIA:  A lot. I can't believe I'm crying, oh, my God. 
 
Yeah, it means a lot. I mean, worked really hard. It's been a crazy journey, for sure. Last 
year was really disappointing, I got hurt and didn't get my card through the Korn Ferry Tour. 
Yeah, I mean, it's crazy. Like I have so many people to thank obviously, Chase, my family, 
my girlfriend. It's a crazy day. Didn't even know I shot 7 under. I mean, chipped in three 
times on the same hole though this week.  
 
This is a great story and I want to write a book about my life and my journey. It's definitely 
going to be a really good chapter, for sure. 
 
Q.  Well, I would be a reader of that book and you're going to make me cry by the way. 
I've been around your family, what a wonderful family you have. You've kind of lived 
all over the country, in Raleigh now. What are you going to do when you see your 
family when you get home? 
 
AKSHAY BHATIA:  I mean, I don't know. I'm legally able to drink now, so maybe I'll have a 
drink with my parents. I'm excited to see my dogs, I haven't seen them in two weeks. 
 
Yeah, I don't know. It's going to be a lot of emotion. I know my dad's going to really cry, 
which I've only seen him do one time. Yeah, it's going to be a fun week off and I'm excited 
for Valspar. That's where it kind of all started for me, my first-every Tour event. Yeah, crazy 
day.  
 
Q.  Well, Akshay, congratulations on a fantastic week, I know you worked really hard. 
Heard you out there with Johnson, got a little emotional. With this finish, qualifies you 
for special temporary membership unlimited sponsor exemptions. Just kind of put it 
all into words for me. 
 
AKSHAY BHATIA:  I mean, it's a great week. I was very fortunate to get the spot the last 
two weeks and I played well in Bermuda, Monday qualified into RSM and I think I made like 
40 or 50 points, something like that. 
 
My goal this whole year was to finish No. 1 on the Korn Ferry Tour Money List, play that 
way, get my card that way. But, you know, just a different path. I've been in this position 
before and it really makes me happy that I've handled it so much better and learned from all 
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the experiences I've had. So I thank all the sponsors, everyone that's helped me get here. 
But yeah, I mean, how can you not be happy being on the PGA TOUR?  
 
Q.  That's one of the things the announcers said on TV earlier, like this guy, there's no 
right or wrong way. The way he's been doing it, he's been taking his time learning 
about everything, being on the road and handling his own affairs and this and that.  
 
Talk to me about 16. Chipped in three times this week. How memorable will that hole 
be moving forward? 
 
AKSHAY BHATIA:  I mean, it's an anomaly, I can't believe I did that. Today it was a really 
tough pin downwind, firm green, not many places to miss it. I missed in an OK spot and it 
crashed the flag and went in. After that I felt super calm, which is crazy because I kept telling 
my caddie just like how excited I am, how much fun this is going to be and like really 
embracing it whether it goes great or bad. I really tried to own just knowing my golf is good 
enough. My good golf's great and my bad golf's not so bad. So I've really taken ownership of 
that and hopefully continue forward on this great journey I'm on. 
 
Q.  Birdied your last four holes. How cool is that? 
 
AKSHAY BHATIA:  I mean, when you're playing good you don't realize it. I had no idea I 
shot 7 under today, I had no idea I shot 30 on the back. So that's what's fun about golf, you 
get in these zones of just hitting shots, playing one hole at a time, as cliche as it is. My 
caddie, Will, did a great job of keeping me in it, told me we were going to do the same thing 
we do every single day, we're going to hit the ball, go find it, hit it again, go find it. So I just 
kind of, you know, took that to heart and just tried to own that. 
 
Q.  And then last question, with this finish you get into Tampa. I heard you say earlier 
that's where you made your first career start on the PGA TOUR. Is that kind of a fitting 
scenario? 
 
AKSHAY BHATIA:  It's very cool, yeah. It's amazing. I played there when I was 17 on a 
sponsor's invite and we have a five-week break on the Korn Ferry Tour, so playing these 
events is just a bonus. To start my career on the PGA TOUR where it all started, it's a story 
you just can't write, it's pretty cool. 
 


