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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW  
February 19, 2023 
 
JON RAHM  ( -17) 
 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Like to welcome the 2023 Genesis Invitational champion, Jon Rahm. A 
little short of breath here. It's a bit of a hike up that hill.  
 
Jon, congratulations. Your third win this season, 10th on Tour, just an incredible run that 
you're having. No. 1 in the world, No. 1 in the FedExCup. How do you keep this momentum 
rolling? 
 
JON RAHM:  I guess I just keep doing what I've been doing. You know, I've been obviously 
doing a lot of the things I needed to do properly every single day and that's the important 
thing, right? Just keeping that daily process as good as I have been.  Obviously I've been 
extremely disciplined my whole career, but right now I'm seeing the dividends of a lot of the 
hard work over the years. So just keep doing the small things and keep enjoying it, having 
fun.  
 
Obviously when you're playing good it's really fun and when you're winning tournaments, 
extremely fun, but got to enjoy the tough moments as well. Try to take it all in and, like I said, 
keep doing the little things properly every day and hopefully keep putting myself in position 
to win. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  This was an exciting final round, particularly between you and Max, and 
there was a lot of moments where it fluctuated. That shot on 16 was amazing, but was there 
anything before that that stood out to you that kind of made you feel like this was going to be 
your Sunday?  
 
JON RAHM:  I mean, I think everybody's head was in very different spots during the day. If 
you tell me on the ninth tee after that tee shot that I was going to be one back on 13 tee, I 
wouldn't believe you because I was feeling that good, right. But it's golf and this golf course 
especially, this golf course can get you. 
 
I think I'm just more proud of myself of kind of resetting when things got difficult. On that 13th 
tee, hitting a bad tee shot and just kind of resetting and knowing that if I were to somehow 
save par there and finish the last 5 under par, I was most likely going to be the champion. 
 
Got a couple of really good moments there. That putt on 14 was huge, a great par putt on 15 
and that shot on 16 obviously, right? I could pick either one of those moments, but if I had to 
choose one, it would be the 6-iron I hit from the left side on 13. Putting the ball on the green 
was important and two putting that as well.  
 
Q.  Jon, I heard you mention in one of your post-round interviews over there that you 
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felt nervous last night. Can you tell me a little bit about that feeling and what your kids 
did to maybe make that go away?  
 
JON RAHM:  Well, of course we feel nervous. I'm a human being after all and I'm aware of 
the magnitude of this moment and this golf course, right? I've never had three PGA TOUR 
wins in a season and to do it this early on is incredible, and to do it at this golf course. Talk 
about the history of Riviera as a golf course, the history of Tiger Woods as a player, those 
two combined in this tournament, it's a pretty big deal. As a historian of the game, to be able 
to win a tournament hosted by Tiger and the one hosed by Jack as well, it's pretty incredible. 
 
So all of that combined, yeah, made me a little bit nervous, but the blessing the kids can be, 
and they are obviously in many ways, but the fact that I get home, Kepa sees me -- Eneko 
can't really still move yet, but Kepa sees me and all he cares about is dad and playing. So 
from 5:00 p.m. until he went down, two, two and a half hours, I completely forget about 
what's going on and what I'm doing. It doesn't matter. If I get back home in time today, it will 
be the same thing.  
 
It's so much joy that comes from being with him and from him just having fun that makes 
everyday life so much easier, at least for somebody like me. Ever since they came along, 
going home after a golf tournament and a golf round is a lot easier just because of things like 
that. He's playing with his trucks, feeding him, we're doing this or that, we shower together, 
put him down, just all those moments where he's smiling and so happy is so heartwarming 
that what happens on the golf course kind of seems, it's very minimized, right? It's not nearly 
as satisfying as that is. 
 
Q.  Jon, you had a couple momentum swings today, a great shot on 8, you open up a 
lead. Then 10 things kind of went another way, and 13. Can you just take us through 
what your thinking is on No. 10, and then also on No. 13 tee, not to dwell on the 
negative but just kind of what your approach is and sort of what went right and what 
went wrong? 
 
JON RAHM:  Those are important moments in the round. Ten, where the pin is right there, if 
you go right, you better -- or towards the pin or towards the right bunker, you better hit it far 
enough to end up on the upslope to have a chance. So I bailed out, obviously turned it, the 
wind took it, ended up in the left rough, which is basically a tossup if you have a shot or not. I 
had a shot at the green, but best shot I would have been able to leave it 35 feet short and 
that's a very narrow margin. If I hit it too hard, I end up in the right bunker on the downslope, 
no shot. If I hit it soft, I have a chance.  
 
Ended up in a really tight lie, tried to get aggressive with it and, you know, didn't quite catch 
it, ended up in the bunker. In my mind I think that bunker shot is going to be a severely 
understated bunker shot because it's so freaking hard and to hit it to five feet was such a 
good shot and then make the putt right? Minimizing the damage was the most important 
thing especially after Max made it. 
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The main thing I can say, it's 12, I played tee to green the hole perfectly and then I hit two 
terrible putts. There's no other way to say it, both of them were abysmal followed by not my 
best tee shot, but the moments happen during a round. Got a good bounce, ended up in a 
lower area, not a great angle to the green but it was a clean lie and hit a great 6-iron to 
two-putt. Two-putt was big. Made two three-putts to hit that length of putt and get it to pin 
high just a foot past it and then made the four-footer was big because kind of gave me 
confidence back into my stroke because after making a couple bad ones on 12 was a little 
shaky obviously. And then what else to say about what happened after, right, played a really 
solid five holes.  
 
Q.  Jon, sounds like you're getting back to world No. 1 with this win. Know you feel 
like you've been playing the best golf in the world, but how validating is that? 
 
JON RAHM:  If I were not to -- I don't know, I don't get to No. 1 at this point, I don't really 
care. I've won five out of my last nine starts, I haven't finished worth than top 7 and I've won 
three tournaments already .I don't need a ranking to tell me -- to validate anything, right? 
Having the best season of my life and hopefully I can keep it going.  
 
I said it before, for the ranking to be accurate, we're going to have to wait about a year and a 
half for all those points to kind of, I don't know if recycle is the right word, but for the people 
that earned points before they changed the system for everything to even out. 
 
I'm also right on what I said earlier on the year. I mean, this is -- if I get to No. 1, I'm the third 
player to be No. 1 in the world in, what, just over a month and a half. You know, it's the 
beauty of the year that we're living right now, it's exciting for us to play and exciting for the 
golf fans because things like this can happen. 
 
Q.  I know you don't prepare any differently for a week like this, but coming down the 
stretch with the crowds and with Tiger's presence here, did closing out this 
tournament, did it feel I don't know if bigger is the right world, but did it feel elevated? 
 
JON RAHM:  Listen, there's very few tournaments that didn't need to be designated or 
elevated. Last week was one of them. Didn't need to feel any more, right? Last week was 
one of them and this one is another one. This tournament has had a stellar field for a very 
long time.  
 
The fact that the purse is bigger maybe made some, a couple more players try to come and 
play, I guess, but it's always a really big deal. It's always been a tournament I wanted to win. 
To be able to call yourself a champion out here, it's at least in my mind a big deal. I guess 
when we're out there competing, you know, coming down the stretch every tournament feels 
the same, right? It's the same intensity, it's just a really freaking difficult golf course out 
there, that's what makes it even more intense. 
 
Q.  If I missed this, Jon, I'm sorry, but what club did you hit on 16 off the tee? 
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JON RAHM:  8-iron. 
 
Q.  Looked good all the way? 
 
JON RAHM:  If you heard my reaction on camera, you would know. Yeah, that was probably 
the best swing of the week. 
 
Q.  And secondly, if you go back -- I mean, you can't win every week, although I'm 
starting to doubt it, but if you go back to last summer through the majors, probably 
PGA through maybe the TOUR Championship, not your best stretch of golf, what are 
you doing now that you weren't doing then and was that -- what was the level of 
frustration if there was any back then?  
 
JON RAHM:  No, I wouldn't say there was much frustration. Obviously you want to see 
results, but I think I've said multiple times I haven't really done anything different. I kept on 
working on some things that I knew I needed to work on and kept focusing on the day-to-day 
grind with focus on the future that knowing that doing the little things right for a long time will 
eventually pay off. Even in the Playoffs, it wasn't my best golf but I did good in Memphis, I 
think I finished top-5, I did good at BMW, got close to top-5, and East Lake I didn't do my 
best but I was already showing signs of better golf. 
 
I mean, I wouldn't say I was too frustrated. I think the only thing that's better, I've been 
making more putts and my wedge game has gotten a little bit better which has allowed me to 
have better looks as well. It's a combination of things, but I'm talking about such a small 
difference and I felt like I was playing good enough to shoot the scores that I knew I could 
shoot, it just wasn't happening. After that Sunday at Wentworth, everything just kind of has 
seemed to unfold in that way, right, when I'm shooting the scores that I knew I was capable 
of and I felt like I was playing like. 
 
Q.  Jon, growing up watching Tiger, was there anything about his game or mentality 
that you particularly admired or tried to adopt into your own kind of on-course 
persona?  
 
JON RAHM:  Admire? All of it, every single aspect of his game and mentality. 
 
If you ever sit down -- because I know we talk about greatness and all that, if somebody ever 
sits down and just starts seeing stats that that man has been able to accomplish, you would 
be amazed at all the things he's been able to do, right? It's pretty incredible to see that 
career. That's why I say pretty much everything. 
 
But I think the No. 1 attribute is for the better part of 15 years and even in 2019, he just 
seemed to have the ability to make the putts that he needed to make when he needed to 
make them on that back nine, right? Just when he had to make that par putt, he had to make 
that shot or whatever, gave himself a chance, he did no matter what.  
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It's the same ability that some great other athletes have been able to have, right? MJ was 
famous for no matter what, I'm taking the last shot, and he made a lot of them. Same with 
Kobe, same with LeBron, same with Brady down the stretch, same with many athletes. 
That's what I think makes the greatest the greatest and the really good players the really 
good players, just being able to do what you need at those times. I could go on and on about 
this obviously because I'm a huge fan of Tiger's, but throughout his career from when he 
started to now he's been able to make those putts. 
 
Q.  Jon, as you know, it's not that easy to dominate at this day and time with all the 
great players in the world, but you're on a pretty good run here and I'm wondering if it 
gives you any sense or appreciation for the type of stuff that Tiger did used to do 
knowing he was kind of doing things that were seeming like winning all the time? 
 
JON RAHM:  Yeah. I mean, I'm very thankful to be doing this for the first time. How many 
times had he done this at the age of 28? It's absolutely incredible. 
 
I think he was able to win three in a row 14 times if I'm correct. He had how many seasons 
with five-plus wins. Between '99 and 2000 he had I think it was, what was it, 17 wins, four 
majors. That is alone better than 99.9 percent of any professional's career ever. 
 
I mean, it's pretty incredible. I've been able to match a very small aspect of it and hopefully I 
can keep doing a lot of great things this year to put my name up there to one of his years, 
but the fact that he was able to do it year after year after year including swing changes and 
golf style changes, it's pretty remarkable. 
 
Again, I've been able to appreciate Tiger for a very long time and admire him, but it's taken 
me six years as a professional to get to this point to see that he did it so quickly and so 
many times is really remarkable.  
 
Q.  The fist pump after you tap in on 18, what's going through your mind after such a 
back-and-forth battle in front of large, vociferous crowds?   
 
JON RAHM:  I missed the first part. What did you say?  
 
Q.  What's going through your mind after you tap in on 18? 
 
JON RAHM:  Tap in? 
 
Q.  The tap-in after finishing off such a back and forth showdown with Max.  
 
JON RAHM:  Well, at that moment not much, honestly. I mean, kind of relieved that it's over 
even though I had a good couple minutes to kind of digest that it was over. I don't know. At 
that moment I'm just thankful that I have basically two putts from two feet to be able to win 
the tournament. 
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Q.  Jon, I heard you say that you were a little bit nervous last night and that playing 
with your kids kind of helped you settle down and stuff. Could you talk a little bit 
about that? What is it that sort of brings you peace? 
 
JON RAHM:  I mean, it's the fact that they don't care, nor should they, right? When I walk 
through the door, I'm dad, period. It's a good way to put some perspective in me. 
 
I'm a good golfer, but I strive to be an even better dad, husband and friend. That's priority to 
me. That's why when I get home it makes things a lot easier. I don't know, it kind of -- it's an 
on and off. I get there and let's say golf mode is off and I'm dad, which I'm much happier 
being dad, it's a lot less stressful for now. For now it's a lot less stressful, right? Following 
after him, running around, playing, it's so rewarding. It's like a natural recharge for my brain 
and myself. 
 
I don't know, it just makes me so happy that puts me, like I said, in a really good spot and 
gives me a lot of perspective, right, of what really matters. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Thank you. We're just going to do a couple of answers in Spanish for 
the national partners and then we'll wrap up. 
 


