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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
February 18, 2023 
 
MAX HOMA  ( -12) 
 
 
Q.  You've come back in five or six Tour wins. What about that gives you confidence 
or what about that approach can help with tomorrow? 
 
MAX HOMA:  I've done it gives me confidence, I guess. It's a bit of a different test with Jon. 
He played very flawless golf today. But I feel like I have haven't really matched everything up 
yet this week minus the first day, and even then I felt like I could have driven it a little better.  
 
I'm encouraged, I'm excited to do that tomorrow. I'm going to have to play a really good 
round of golf. This place is tricky. I know it very well and I feel like I'll know when to pick my 
spots. I'm trusting in everything I'm doing right now, which I think is the key, so I feel good.  
 
It was a great round of golf, just wasn't the best score. I have a good feeling I'm going to 
come out tomorrow and feel like I did today and the ball will get a little bit closer to the hole. 
 
Q.  I'm sure you approach the job the same. Is there anything about the challenge of 
trying to make up three shots on Jon that you'll relish? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Oh, yeah, it's cool. Chasing down the hottest golfer on the planet, it's an 
exciting opportunity. Final group at Riviera, it's awesome. Today was a really fun day of golf. 
Yeah, I relish it. It's exciting. It's an opportunity, and I think in this life it's just about 
opportunities, getting them and then when you have them, take advantage. So I'm excited to 
test myself with that. 
 
Q.  Jon told us a few minutes ago that you guys kind of feed off each other's energy 
and how you're doing well. Would you say that you feel the same way? 
 
MAX HOMA:  I thought so. Yeah, I thought for like 14 holes -- yeah, 14 holes we hadn't had 
a bogey in the group, which had to be pretty good for the day. I messed that up, but I felt 
like, you know, when the guys are playing well, it makes the course feel easier, so I think it 
gives you confidence you can go make birdies. 
 
Yeah, I mean, two guys I really like, Jon and Keith, so it's nice that we played together 
today, it will be fun playing with them tomorrow. Obviously everyone's playing really well, so 
it makes it comfortable. 
 
Q.  With the way the two people around you are playing and kind of a couple guys 
back, are you going to change your approach at all tomorrow, maybe be a little more 
aggressive or keep it the same? 
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MAX HOMA:  No, I played fairly conservative the first day, shot 7 under. I've kind of kept the 
same game plan all three days. I don't think I need to do anything special, I just need to go 
and play a good round of golf, which I know I can do. That's my game plan. 
 
Q.  How much are the firm conditions affecting the ability to keep the ball in the 
fairway off the tee? Is it added that element to make it --   
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, yeah, there's definitely some lines, like 3 now feels like a tighter line off 
that tee. Two even, I hit it down the middle and almost missed the fairway. You have to be 
really precise off the tee. You don't need to smash it; if you flatten it out, the ball will get out 
there plenty. I think it -- I think it's kind of like a double-edged sword of good and bad. It's 
making it quite a bit more difficult to hit the fairway, but when you're in it, you are way further 
up there than normal. 
 
Q.  You just called Jon the hottest player on the planet. Obviously Scottie's up there, 
too. You've got to feel like you're part of that conversation as well, right?  
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, I think there's a long way for me to go to get into a conversation with 
Jon and Scottie and Rory, but I've obviously been playing well since TOUR Championship. 
What they've done is tremendous. They're major championship winners, they clip off these 
wins with regularity, so I'm not going to put myself in that, but I know I can get there and 
tomorrow's a great opportunity to go show myself I can. 
 
Q.  Do you here the roars for Tiger out there or -- 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, he had a huge roar when we were on 3. It's cool, it's awesome seeing 
him out here. I can't believe how well he's playing and how hard he's hitting it.  
 
Tiger's Tiger, man. It's just one of those -- he's just a living legend and it's amazing. It's cool 
to see all the type. He had way more people than we did for a while today, which is pretty 
awesome.  
 
Q.  Did you feel like you played better today than you did yesterday, yet you didn't 
score as well?   
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, I played awesome today. Yesterday I was scrappy and I hearted it out 
for whatever I shot. Today I played great and just didn't really -- I didn't feel like I got the 
bounces, I didn't feel like I got a lot of -- I got a lot out of the shots I was hitting, so tomorrow 
will be a different day. 
 


