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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
February 17, 2023 
 
TIGER WOODS  ( +1) 
 
 
Q.  Tiger, tough finish, just some comments on the day.  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, that did not -- I did not putt well today, I blocked a lot of putts early 
and this is probably the highest score I could have shot today. Probably should have shot 
probably five or six better than this easily. Just didn't make the putts early and the middle 
part of the round when I had those opportunities. And they weren't very hard putts, I just hit 
bad putts and obviously had a very bad finish, too. 
 
Q.  Tiger, 6 was kind of interesting. Could you just kind of take us through the 
different options you were looking at? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  If I chipped it up on top, there's a chance that it could actually come back 
to the front part of the green. So I did that, I did that drop there in the pro-am and I threw it 
up on the hill and it came all the way to the front part of the green, so there was that part of 
it. 
 
I was actually trying to hit the ball -- my putt over to where J.T. was and the hill caught it 
more than I thought it would and ended up in a bunker. I mean, I was trying to give myself a 
chance at making par and at worst bogey. So realistically I had two bad calls on the wind on 
6 and 9 and end up costing me two shots there. 
 
Q.  Tiger, your ball speed was cruising around the mid 170s, a couple got up to 180. 
With the limitations in your leg, how are you able to generate that speed and how is it 
different from before the accident? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, before I would use the ground and push off and could be explosive. I 
don't have that ability anymore, so a lot of it's just purely core strength but also being very 
careful because my back is fused.  
 
Yes, I can hit the ball harder, but it's just, I've got to be very careful in how I go about that. 
There's things technically that we have found that work, but if I try and step on it and use the 
ground, it just doesn't happen anymore. But if I step on it and use my core too much, then 
my back's not very good. 
 
I've got to be very careful in how I go about that. But yes, this is what I've been doing at 
home, this is the speed I've been hitting it. I don't have the high one like some of these guys 
do, like the two guys in my group, they can hit that ball and send it. I don't have that because 
of the limitations in my back and my leg. 
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Q.  Tiger, is the putting, is it technique or is it the greens? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  No, I just blocked them, they were just bad putts. They were not very 
hard, good reads. I brought Joey in on a couple of them and I just hit bad putts. So I could 
have easily got off to a very hot start and I did not, and then middle part of the round I could 
have turned it around a little bit and I did not. 
 
Q.  Your joke with JT from 9 yesterday is kind of going viral. Can you kind of just 
explain your thoughts behind it? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, it was supposed to be all fun and games and obviously it hasn't 
turned out that way. If I offended anybody, it was not the case, it was just friends having fun. 
As I said, if I offended anybody in any way, shape or form, I'm sorry. It was not intended to 
be that way. It was just we play pranks on one another all the time and virally I think this did 
not come across that way, but between us it was -- it's different. 
 
Q.  I don't know if you heard John Paramor passed this morning.  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Did he? 
 
Q.  Yes. 
 
TIGER WOODS:  No, I did not know that. One of the all-time best rules officials. John was 
around when I first turned pro and had been a staple obviously on the European Tour and all 
the World Golf Championships, when he came over here and was a rules official. Just a 
great guy. I'm a little bit taken back by that. 
 


