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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
February 17, 2023 
 
RORY McILROY  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  Rory, how would you kind of characterize the round today? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Sort of slow and pedestrian. I played really well, tee to green I feel like 
I -- I'm right there. I feel like I've left a lot of shots out there the last couple of days, I just 
haven't got any putts to drop. So it was nice to see that one drop at the last today eventually. 
 
Still sort of keeping myself within touching distance. It depends what the leaders do when 
they go out this afternoon and maybe how far ahead they get. Overall, like with how little I 
saw dropping, I'm still in a pretty good position. 
 
Q.  Is there anything technical or is it just putts that aren't falling? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it's just poa, misreads a little bit, just sort of having a tough time 
trusting my reads. Like technically I'm good. I think from like inside five or six feet I've been 
really good, it's just outside of that range I haven't really got a lot to drop. For me, I think that 
means more just reading the greens properly rather than anything technical, which is a good 
thing. 
 
Q.  Anything in particular you feel like you need to do better the last couple days? I 
know seeing putts drop is one thing, but is there anything else in the game that you 
feel like you can maybe just tighten up a little bit? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Today I thought I hit the ball -- I certainly drove the ball much better 
today. I didn't play the par 5s as well today, I only played those in even par. Try to play the 
par 5s well. That's the key to this golf course is birdieing the birdiable holes, I didn't quite do 
that today. I made the birdies on the tougher ones, but hopefully going into the weekend I'll 
sort of tidy all that up. 
 
Q.  Finally, a sad day for the DP World Tour, John Paramor passing away. I just 
wanted to get some of your thoughts. You obviously played out there for a long time 
and John was chief referee. Any kind of stories or anything you have from your 
dealings with John?  
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, even before I came on Tour John was a beloved character within 
the game of golf. I got to know him quite well over the past few years and yeah, it's really 
sad. He was always a friendly face to see out on Tour and I always loved my conversations 
with him. Yeah, it's a sad day, but he'll be very fondly remembered by the whole golf 
community. 
 


