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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
February 17, 2023 
 
MAX HOMA  ( -10) 
 
 
Q.  Max, how does leading after 36 feel compared to how it might have felt in 2019? 
 
MAX HOMA:  I'm much more comfortable. I was really proud that was the first time I've been 
leading after day one and I played a good round of golf. Whether I was leading or not didn't 
really matter, long way to go, but that was cool.  
 
Yeah, anytime you have the lead it's fun, but I think I would have been a bit more of a 
nervous wreck. I kind of feel like I should be doing this when I'm playing well, and I am 
playing well. Yeah, it's exciting, 36-hole leads are awesome. Like I said, there's a long way 
to go, but regardless, I can rest on the fact I'm playing great golf and I'm just going to try and 
do that for two more days. 
 
Q.  I know you're very comfortable in California. Can you give us an example of what 
that looks like or how that plays out? 
 
MAX HOMA:  I don't know. I think I see the bumps on the poa annua green and I don't 
cringe, doesn't give me the shivers, I enjoy it. I know people are going to get frustrated and I 
like that in a competition.  
 
I'm not really sure why I play so well in California. Obviously there's some comfortability with 
the grass and how far the ball goes. I don't know. This golf course in particular does suit me 
really well. It suits a lot of the shots I like to hit. That's my best estimation. I enjoy that it 
seems to work well in these tournaments because they've been big events. San Diego, here, 
it's been cool to feel comfortable on two major golf courses with major fields, so I've been 
very lucky with that. 
 
Q.  And it's a very strong leaderboard. Is that more the Riviera factor or that all the 
best players of the world are here? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Both, it's cool. Got a bunch of the best players in the world at one of the best 
golf courses on the planet. Yeah, it's teed up to do this. I think that's the exciting part of this 
going forward, I think this will be my second weekend near the lead with Collin and Jon. So 
for me, I feel like that's a cool thing to be doing. For the fans that catch on to that, that's 
awesome, but yeah, if you put the top 50 best players in the world in more events, you're 
going to get more strong leaderboards. So I think you look at a major and everyone's like, 
What a leaderboard. Like of course, that's how this works. Yeah, it's definitely both, but 
getting more of a see on the same weeks, that should be fun.  
 
Q.  As well as you're playing, Max, is there any shot that you struggle with? And if the 
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answer's no, how long ago was there shots that you struggled with? 
 
MAX HOMA:  I don't draw the ball great. The longer the club, the harder it is for me to draw, 
but I kind of just realize I hit my cut when it's on so well that I can -- I mean, did that on 13 
last two days. I play a high cut kind of off the trees. It's not a very comfortable shot, but when 
I feel good about it, I still know where it's going to finish.  
 
I kind of stole it from watching Collin Morikawa play. Pin's left, he just takes a step left of it 
and cuts it back at it because he knows where it's going.  
 
There's definitely stuff I struggle with, but I think I'm doing a very good job of not feeling like I 
need to be Superman and hit every shot like Tiger does. Tiger was famous for hitting all nine 
shots and I always wanted to do that, I always thought of myself as a good iron player and 
that was what I thought would propel me, and now I'm realizing I can hit them all but I'm 
going to pick the one I'm real comfortable with and hit that one a lot. 
 
Q.  Max, internally, how do you deal with leading on the PGA TOUR personally and 
what will you do tonight to switch off from that? 
 
MAX HOMA:  I have -- my best friend's here, so that's really cool. That's another benefit of 
this event. I don't get to see him as much anymore. I had like a huge group of them come 
out today, so that's awesome.  
 
So I'm going to go hang out with them and we will talk about all the crazy things they saw 
today and nothing about how I played, so it's great and comfortable. Yeah, I'll be nervous 
and excited, but at the end of the day I'd rather be leading than not leading, so it's still 
exciting. It's a good thing. 
 
Q.  Max, what goes through your mind when you walk up and see a huge fried egg in 
the bunker like you did? 
 
MAX HOMA:  On 12? 
 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah. I mean, I deserved it, but oddly enough, if that wouldn't have plugged 
and gone back in the middle of the bunker, I don't think I could have gotten it as close. So it 
was probably a lucky break, oddly enough.  
 
Yeah, I deserved it. I hit a really bad 9-iron and didn't commit to it great. I think that's the 
beauty of this place, if you make some bogeys on the back nine, if you can just own them, 
it's OK. They're hard holes. I bogeyed 18. I didn't make that awful of a swing on the tee and 
next thing you know I'm just way behind the eight-ball.  
 
So I think being comfortable knowing that hey, if I drop a shot here it's not the end of the 
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world, that was a good feeling. I know I'm going to make more birdies and I know I'm going 
to make more bogeys, so just hope that there's more of the birdies. 
 
Q.  Along that note, Max, when you had the bogey on 8, you came back with four 
birdies in five holes. Are those two related at all? 
 
MAX HOMA:  I'm doing a good job of not dwelling on bogeys and thinking my golf game's 
not there. I thought I did a great job on the front nine knowing that I was going to play better. 
That's good in the simplest way. 
 
Q.  I don't want to kick you, Max, but I'm stuck on how a fried egg on 12 gives you a 
better shot to get it to --  
 
MAX HOMA:  Only -- the bunker's so below the green that, and it runs off -- the fried egg 
actually lets you at least hit it really high. I mean, it's not fun. As Joe said, we could have left 
it in the bunker, but it was probably our best chance to slow it down. It was just in that 
particular spot.  It was such a steep incline that like if I didn't get the distance right, which I 
did, it would actually land as soft as humanly possible, from if you were in the bottom of that 
bunker, I don't even know if Jordan could have hit one high enough to stop it much closer 
than that. So in that case it was a bit of a good break in a way.  
 


