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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
February 16, 2023 
 
JON RAHM  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  Jon, nice round today. Just curious, does this event feel bigger than it has in 
previous years just with the way it's designated and the buzz in the air? 
 
JON RAHM:  I wouldn't say this one, no. When you have Tiger as a host and this golf 
course as a venue, this tournament's always had a great field and I think the last few years 
we've had every single player in the top-10 in the world and many in the top-50 in the world.  
 
It might be a little bit better feel-wise, very slightly better this year, but again, there's some 
tournaments throughout the year that don't feel any different. I think last week and this one 
would be two that really don't feel any different.  
 
Q.  Your record here is pretty impressive. Is it the golf course you like, is it the event 
or do you just seem to play well in southern California? 
 
JON RAHM:  All of the above. My record is decent in California, right? I think because I 
grew up on poa annua greens, I feel comfortable and it's shown. Again, it's a golf 
course where you need to strike the golf ball well, you need to move it both ways and 
tee to green is obviously usually my forte and it plays to my strengths and that's why I 
think I've had success here. (Indiscernible) it's been Phoenix in the past, haven't 
really gone to the back nine with a chance to win in this tournament and I would love 
to give myself a chance.  
 
Q.  Among the nonmajors, does this tournament stand out as one you really want on 
your resume? 
 
JON RAHM:  Yeah. Listen, it's not officially a major championship, but feel-wise this is 
comparable to a major championship. 
 
Q.  Jon, what was the weather like for yesterday's pro-am?  
 
JON RAHM:  Cold and windy. For those of us that played in the morning, it was tough. I 
wasn't sure my amateur group was going to continue after we walked up to 18 because we 
started on the back nine and they kept saying, "We're going to walk up the stairs and keep 
walking to the parking lot, we're out of here."  
 
Luckily by the time we got here, up here to the top, the sun came out, it was a little warmer. 
It was a bit easier. Not easier, but easier to deal with the conditions. Still very difficult. It's 
probably why we when came out this morning with no wind, it was like, oh, this should be a 
little bit easier.  
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Q.  What would the scoring average have been for like a morning wave yesterday 
morning, do you have any idea? 
 
JON RAHM:  So I talked to a few players and they said if everybody played in same 
conditions like in the morning, the question was would anybody break par. When Justin 
Thomas was asking you that question, you know the course was playing pretty freaking 
difficult. I would say there's always somebody that chips in for an eagle on 1, makes an 
eagle on a different hole, there's always somebody that would break par, but not many. I 
don't think scoring average would have been low at all. It would have been quite high. 
 
Q.  I want to know what's hard about golf for you right now? What stands out as 
something that maybe isn't coming as easily as everything else? 
 
JON RAHM:  I'm playing good. I mean, the hard thing about golf is golf itself, right? It's just 
dealing with what part of the game is, right? I don't know what to tell you exactly. 
 
Q.  Sounds like it's all easy? 
 
JON RAHM:  No, no, even when -- even if I were playing bad I would tell you the same 
thing. It's the same things that make it really hard is probably those hard moments that make 
you come back. I wouldn't know what to tell you exactly. There's so many possible answers 
to that question that I can't tell you just one. 
 
Q.  So the level you're at right now is an extremely high level. Is it harder to get there 
or harder to stay there? 
 
JON RAHM:  I think I've said it before, I think a lot of players have enjoyed three, four 
months of really good golf, I think extended that for a very long time like Tiger was able to do 
and many other great players have been able to do is the more difficult thing. Hopefully I can 
keep it going, that's all I can say. 
 
I think it feels really hard getting to the top, but I think once you get there, staying for a long 
period of time is harder. 
 
Q.  On those same lines, Jon, you've been locked in for so long now. Do elite golfers 
have like an irrational fear that one day they're just going to wake up and not be able 
to wake up and have the same sort of feels or have you never sort of experienced that 
when it's going so well? 
 
JON RAHM:  It comes and goes, right? Momentum is a big thing in sports, but if you put the 
effort that needs to be put in throughout the year and weeks off and at home and you do the 
little things right, you give yourself a better chance of never really hopefully feeling that. 
There's a lot of us that put in quite a few hours on the golf course and off the golf course and 
doing the right thing to stay physically and mentally fit to keep that level of golf. 
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I don't do it out of fear, I do it out of joy and being able to get questions like this where 
basically anytime I tee it up I'm in contention to win a tournament. That's what I do it for. I do 
it for the love of the game, the love of competing and the love of being a better person 
myself every single day. 
 
I've never thought making decisions out of fear is a proper way to do it and I haven't really 
made many of them in my life that way. 
 
Q.  During your offseason, what was the longest you went without touching a club 
and what was the longest you went without thinking about golf? 
 
JON RAHM:  Even when I say I'm going to take weeks off, I go through withdrawals the first 
day. First two days I'm home and Kelly knows I'm going absolutely nuts, I'm not a pleasure 
to be around. After two days I can start enjoying things.  
 
I usually, at the end of the season I may go maybe two weeks, but even them I'm still 
working out, I'm still doing things to stay fit and make sure that when I come back 
things -- you know, it's as easy as possible.  
 
The longest I've gone was during COVID, took five weeks off and that's because I was 
forced to stay home. Otherwise I wouldn't have done it, and even then I was trying to swing 
in the backyard. I just love what I do and the beauty about golf is that you can take it as 
seriously as you want or I can go ask a couple of my friends who are not professional golfers 
but are good golfers to go out and play, have a few drinks, have a really good time, have a 
relaxed time, enjoyable on the golf course where they're having fun and I'm having fun. And 
I'm not really particularly grinding to shoot a score, we're just out there hanging out for fun. 
That's the beauty about it. I do that a lot, I do that a lot. There'll be a lot of times during the 
week that if I've been practicing quite hard, take a Saturday where I go play with them, have 
an enjoyable day and then maybe a couple hours afterwards take it seriously to work on 
some things. I'm not one to be taking a lot of time off. 
 
Q.  Architecturally, Jon, what's your favorite hole out here? 
 
JON RAHM:  This is the worst golf course to be asking that question on. I could give you a 
reason for so many. You can make a case for 10 obviously. I'm pretty sure if you gave 
everybody four pars, we would all take it, except the rare year if somebody gets a little lucky 
on the tee shots and you get a chance to make birdie. 
 
I do love 6, 6 is such an amazing hole where you can give yourself a birdie chance. And 
even if you end up on the wrong side of the green, you can use a bit of that creativity and a 
bit of the slope to give yourself the best chance to make par.  
 
It's tough to choose one. I can make a case for every single hole out here, but I do think 6 
is -- you know, having 6 and 16 there, Adam said it today and I'm going to say it, too. You 
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have two of the best par 3s we play all year, two of the best par 3s in the world right next to 
each other and that's a testament to how good of a golf course this is. 
 
Q.  Do you watch much golf on TV and will you watch Tiger this afternoon? 
 
JON RAHM:  Based on what I said earlier, how much I love this game, I'm going to go 
ahead say yes. I love watching golf, I love watching Tiger and I love watching any players. I 
could watch any tournament going on on TV, I just enjoy it that much. That's kind of how I 
am. 
 


