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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
February 16, 2023 
 
RORY McILROY  ( -4) 
 
 
Q.  You feel the pressure on that putt on 18? 
 
RORY McILROY:  That wasn't pleasant. I felt -- he holed the one on 17 before me as well 
and I'm like, not again. 
 
Yeah, I certainly didn't want to be the only one not to make a birdie on 18, so that was a nice 
putt to hole. 
 
Q.  Your body language looked like it was just an OK day for you, kind of got through 
it and you end up with that round.  
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, a little bit. Played OK, hit it fine, missed a couple of good chances 
on the front nine. That's the nice thing about Riv, it gives you a chance to manage your 
game. There's not a ton of hazards to hit it into apart from obviously the bunkers. I felt like I 
managed my game well today. I didn't feel comfortable at all off the tee, but hit it in the right 
spots when I needed to and birdied the holes that you should. Birdied 1, birdied 11, got that 
nice chip-in on 14. Would have been nice to birdie 17, but at the end of the day it's a solid 
start. 
 
Q.  Rory, kind of a super group pairing today. What was the energy like around your 
group all day? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it was good. Pretty relaxed, pretty casual. It's nice, we all know 
each other very, very well. Nothing too dissimilar to how it always is. 
 
Q.  Tiger hit a couple past you guys. 
 
RORY McILROY:  I know, I'm going to go work on the range. I put my driver up a click in loft 
at the start of the week, I might have to turn it back down again. I don't like him hitting it by 
me.  
 


