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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
February 16, 2023 
 
RORY McILROY  ( -4) 
 
 
Q.  Whatever group you're playing in, is it weird to go to a group where everyone is 
shouting someone else's name? 
 
RORY McILROY:  It is. Not as -- I played the pro-am last week with Larry Fitzgerald and 
"Larry" and "Rory" sound sort of similar, so everyone was shouting "Larry" last week in the 
pro-am. I kept turning around, oh, no, it's not for me. 
 
Yeah, look, this guy's literally been golf for the last 25 years, so I'm very happy to take a 
backseat. 
 
Q.  You've been playing well for a really long time now. Just curious, what's the 
hardest part of sustaining that level of play for this long? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I think expectations and managing expectations and not getting too far 
ahead of yourself. Like I go out today and I see Jon Rahm shoot 6 under and I'm like, again. 
It's like just that, so it's like not putting too much pressure on yourself and just knowing that if 
you do your thing and you do it well, more likely than not you're going to have a decent 
chance to win a tournament. 
 
Q.  Is any part of golf hard for you right now? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Putting on poa annua was pretty hard today. Yeah, there's still -- there's 
everything I feel like I can do a little bit better. Again, I've just got to that point where I 
manage my game really well and even if it doesn't feel great or whatever, I can still sort of do 
what he did so well for so many years. I'm not saying that I'm at that level, but just get it 
around and get in with a decent score and go work on it so it maybe feels a little more 
comfortable tomorrow and I can maybe give myself more opportunities. 
 


