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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
February 16, 2023 
 
MATT KUCHAR  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  Matt, how would you kind of characterize the round today? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  I got off to a great start today, Andrew. Everybody wants to get off with a 
birdie on 1. I was able to get away with an eagle on 1, so felt great about the start and just 
kept playing some really steady golf. Hit a bunch of shots close. I really didn't have to work 
too hard. I shot 5 under on the front nine and it was a bunch of kind of three-, four-, 
five-footers to shoot 5 under. Then had a couple putts not be quite as kind on the back nine, 
but still steady golf, solid golf and 5 under's a start I'm certainly happy with. 
 
Q.  Do you feel like your game's gotten -- I mean, you had the top 10 finish at Sony. 
Think your game's rounding into form?   
 
MATT KUCHAR:  I was in really good form throughout. We had a long stay in Hawaii and 
that was as good as I felt. Pebble didn't feel quite so hot, but Pebble's a unique animal on its 
own. Started playing decent last week in Phoenix and kind of excited to building on that and 
get some momentum going because I felt as good as I felt in a long time during that kind of 
swing that I had in Hawaii. 
 
Q.  When you say you're feeling so good, what is it? What's different when it's going 
well versus when it's not? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  I wish I could tell you. Golf's a funny game that way, I think we all have 
experienced that where you think you've got it. But I felt like I understood what I was trying to 
do with my golf swing, understood what I was trying to do with the golf ball as well as I had 
that kind of understanding and grasp of my swing and what I was really trying to do with it. 
 
It doesn't -- it's just the nature of the game, it is a finicky little game that we play. So I like 
where I am, but certainly I know it's a challenging game to feel like you ever have ownership 
of it. 
 
Q.  Do you have any special traditions or rituals or anything you get into this week in 
particular? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  I stay with some great family friends. We tend to eat in a lot. We actually 
went out last night to a great restaurant. No real traditions, it's just kind of fun to catch up 
with some good family friends and we kind of get together two, three times a year and this is 
always a fun week for us. Although we're all missing -- my family's not traveling the first time 
in a long time, so they're I think missing them more than they're happy to have me. As far as 
any traditions, that's it. 
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Q.  Kids doing some sports, is that why they're not out? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  Yeah, they finally hit that age. I knew it was coming. It was something I 
wasn't looking forward to, but they've hit that age where they've got their own thing going, 
school and sports. My oldest is trying to pre-qual right now for Honda, I've got to go check 
on him, see how he's doing, and then the youngest has a tennis tournament this weekend. 
 
Q.  You mentioned Cameron. Are you nervous for him? What sort of advice have you 
given him?  
 
MATT KUCHAR:  I'm excited for him. He's turned into my little training buddy at home. 
Doing great, playing really good golf, has all sorts of potential, seen him shoot really low 
scores.  
 
But at 15, also seen him shoot high scores, too, so don't know exactly what you're going get 
out of a 15-year-old.  
 
Q.  At this point in your career, what is the hardest part about golf for you? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  I don't know. I still love doing it. I still am probably not very good at 
packing up. I would have thought after 20-some years I would be an expert at packing up 
and it always takes longer. I think either Saturday night or Sunday morning when I'm 
packing, I think I can do it within 15 minutes and 45 minutes later I'm still packing. 
 
Q.  Does it ever come back to haunt you? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  No, never come back to haunt me. I tend to stress out Sunday morning 
more than I should and I wish I could pack up with more finality on Saturday. I always seem 
to leave out too many things to continue packing. I would say that's probably the toughest 
thing for me still. 
 


