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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW   
January 25, 2023 
 
SAM STEVENS  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  Sam, bogey-free 6 under and obviously a lot of good things going on throughout 
the day today, but maybe just kind of talk through some of your key moments out 
there. 
 
SAM STEVENS:  Yeah, I honestly, key moment, hit it to tap-in on the first hole right in the 
middle and then wedged in there close. I had a little bit of a rough finish last week, so just to 
hit a good drive, good wedge shot in there, easy birdie, it was great. 
 
And then I was saying earlier I made a couple nice par saves there in the middle of the 
round, just kind of had a great front nine. And then yeah, just to make a couple 10-, 
12-footers for par kind of keep everything going was perfect. 
 
Q.  And how important are rounds like these, especially in a rookie season where 
you're just trying to get comfortable? What can something like this do for you as you 
progress throughout the season? 
 
SAM STEVENS:  Yeah, I've been telling some people lately, for me, just having trouble 
getting adjusted out here. I'm having a lot of fun, but just not having the scores that I've 
wanted so far this year. 
 
You know, a day like today, good weeks can kind of settle you in. Yeah, today was an 
awesome round, had a lot of fun with the guys I played with. Yeah, I'm excited to keep it 
going. 
 
Q.  I know you just mentioned it to Kevin, but potentially a windier day tomorrow. 
 
SAM STEVENS:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  And so how great is it to kind of in a way get the South Course out of the way and 
get a good round going over to the relatively easier -- 
 
SAM STEVENS:  Yeah, yeah, probably a good break in that sense. Yeah, I don't 
even -- they were saying it's like crazy gusts, I don't know if that's going to be here, but like 
maybe 30, 40 miles an hour. So we'll see what tomorrow's like. I don't have any idea. Yeah, 
it's nice to play well on the tougher course. The North Course has got some easier holes, but 
it's got some teeth too, so I've got to stay tough and just keep grinding it out. 
 
Q.  Is there anything in particular about that layout that suits your eye or suits any 
certain aspects of your game? 



2 
 

 
SAM STEVENS:  I mean, I've been driving it pretty well this year, hitting my irons pretty 
good for the most part. So yeah, I think it's a ball-striker's course, for sure. I struck it great 
today and when I didn't, I was able to make some nice up-and-downs. 
 
Q.  Sam, do you prefer playing more difficult setups like this week as opposed to the 
format last week where there was no wind and the fairways weren't as wide perhaps, 
or were as wide? 
 
SAM STEVENS:  I don't really have a preference, yeah. If you play good, like you're going to 
play good anywhere. I do like harder courses, but yeah, I've played well on easy courses. 
Last year on the Korn Ferry it seems like every week's a birdie-fest, so plenty used to 
playing easy courses. But it's a nice little change of pace this week, nice to get off to a good 
start. 
 
Q.  You played a couple of Tour events last year --  
 
SAM STEVENS:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  -- and you're a rookie this season. What did you learn from those events and how 
do you feel like you're adjusting as a full-time member this year? 
 
SAM STEVENS:  Yeah, last year those two events were great, it's just kind of like a free roll. 
Korn Ferry status, played the Honda on an off week and then got into the U.S. Open. So I 
was able to not put too much pressure on myself either of those weeks. And not that I played 
great, but I had a little bit of success, make the cut, you know. It was great. 
 
Like I said, this year's been a little bit slow to, you know, kind of get my feet under me, but it 
was kind of like that for me last year at the beginning of the year on the Korn Ferry Tour. 
When I turned pro, it was kind of the same thing. Just takes me a few events to get used to 
everything. But I played well today. I don't know if I'm used to everything yet, but I feel like 
I'm getting more comfortable. 
 
Q.  Are you looking forward to returning to the Honda having played there already? 
 
SAM STEVENS:  Yeah. I mean, that will be great. A little less homework to do in the 
practice rounds. Yeah, it's a great course. It's a hard course, too, for sure. So yeah, that will 
be good to get down there in a couple weeks. 
 
Q.  Just to follow up on that, are there any events later this season that you might 
have an affinity for the courses that you had some experience on or tournaments that 
you've been to? 
 
SAM STEVENS:  No, not really. We played Pebble Beach in college a couple times, so that 
might be the only course I played, I don't know. Yeah, so no, I don't have a whole lot of 
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experience out here, but I'm excited for the rest of the year and get to play a bunch of fun 
courses. 
 


