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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW   
January 25, 2023 
 
MICHAEL HERRERA  ( E) 
 
 
Q.  Michael, even par in your first round on Tour. How would you assess that round? 
Are you happy with it? 
 
MICHAEL HERRERA:  Yeah, I'm pretty happy with it. I burned a lot of edges. Putted really 
well, just nothing fell in. Just we got the driving going later in the round, which was good. 
Had a little trouble at the start, but once we started finding the fairways, had a lot of 
opportunities, just couldn't knock anything in. 
 
Q.  You attended this tournament as a fan for many years. What was the experience 
like inside the ropes? How surreal or different was it from being a spectator? 
 
MICHAEL HERRERA:  A lot different. I didn't think I was going to have too many nerves. 
There's a lot of nerves on the first tee box with your whole family there and a lot of 
supporters. Sniped one straight left, but we made par and then we got comfortable. 
 
Q.  How do you deal with that? How do you manage to settle down? What techniques 
did you use to do that? 
 
MICHAEL HERRERA:  Really, when I knock in four, five-footers for par or for birdie, usually 
that settles me in. If I miss a short one early, then got to rethink a little bit and strategize a 
little different. But when I knocked in the par putt on 10, which was my first hole, just got 
things rolling from there and just got in a comfortable space. 
 
Q.  You played with Nico and Harry today. Was there much chitchat going on? I know 
Harry's -- 
 
MICHAEL HERRERA:  Yeah, yeah, me and Harry had a lot of talking. He's a great guy. I 
mean, to have my first PGA TOUR start playing with him. And Nico's a great guy as well, I 
can't ask for a better pairing. I got comfortable after two or three holes. Harry would talk to 
me a lot, me and Nico struck up a conversation here and there and off we went. 
 
Q.  And just looking ahead to tomorrow, there's going to be some strong winds and 
you're playing I think the South Course tomorrow, which is pretty difficult, probably 
more difficult with the wind. How do you anticipate that? How do you sort of approach 
it? 
 
MICHAEL HERRERA:  Really, just got to go to the range and work on wind shots so 
knocking a lot of things down, finding a way to knock off some spin on my driver and still find 
the fairway. Other than that, that's all you can really do to get ready. There's nothing like 
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actually being out there with the wind, you can't replicate it on the range, so just work on 
some knockdown shots and work on a little putting.  
 
Q.  Is there any kind of moment that sticks out today that you feel was a particularly 
cool moment as you think back to it? 
 
MICHAEL HERRERA:  Yeah, first birdie on Tour. I'd been missing a lot of edges leading up 
to it and then I finally got a good look inside of eight feet on the first par 5 on the front side 
and knocked it in and the crowd went crazy, so that was a great experience. 
 
Q.  It's one of those like obviously one shot at a time but make sure to just capture 
that, cherish that knowing that's the first one? 
 
MICHAEL HERRERA:  Right, right. And then my caddie, Nick Jones, has done a great job 
of keeping me calm, not getting too aggressive on certain pins and just not letting myself get 
in the way. 
 
Q.  Is it cool like seeing fans out there, seeing kids out there, just people kind of 
watching you? 
 
MICHAEL HERRERA:  Yeah, yeah, it's amazing, it's great to see. Because I was used to 
being outside the ropes, so being inside and having people look in, it's a lot different. 
 


