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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
December 3, 2022  
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER  ( -10) 
 
 
Q.  Scottie, how would you characterize the round? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  Downwind. What did you say? 
 
Q.  How would you characterize the round? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  No, I played good today. Yeah, I played really solid, kept the ball 
in front of me, hit a lot of fairways. Felt like I did a good job just keeping the course in front of 
me and giving myself some changes.  
 
Q.  Did you find a lot of mud on your balls out there today? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  Yeah, it's pretty standard. I'm sure you've heard that by the time 
I've gotten here, so we don't need to waste too much time on that. 
 
Q.  Are you good at those? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  Who's good at those? You pretty much have no idea what the golf 
ball's going to do. It's not something that I would practice at home just because it's not 
something that I believe should happen on the golf course. I practice all kind of crazy lies, 
shots, everything you can imagine, but a mud ball is something you can't really replicate at 
home. If you do, you can't practice it on the course. Sometimes the mud flies off, sometimes 
it sticks, sometimes it's heavy, sometimes it's not. Something you can't really figure out. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  Oh, you're talking about a low shot. 
 
Q.  You have to purposely hit what we call a wormburner?  
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  If the coverage had me on No. 3, I hit the ball about eight feet off 
the ground and it ended up 50 to 60 yards right of where I was trying to hit the ball.  
 
So I did it again on No. 6 with a 3-wood with mud on my ball and I hit it so low it, actually hit 
the grass in front of my ball and then just scooted out there and somehow got out about 
200 yards. In that case there's out of bounds -- sorry, there's hey and junk on the left and out 
of bounds on the right and I literally tried to hit it four feet off the ground. I did that on No. 3 
as well, except nothing you can do. 
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Q.  The thought being you put it in the air and a lot worse things are going to happen? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  In theory. 
 
Q.  In theory. 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  Yeah.  
 
Q.  Is it exciting for a professional golfer to make a nice swing and have no idea where 
the ball goes?  
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  Exciting's definitely not the right word for it. 
 
Q.  No? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  It's infuriating, yeah. It's frustrating you spend so much time trying 
to learn how to control your golf ball and then you're in the middle of the fairway and you 
have no idea where the ball's going to go. So it's a bit frustrating but part of it, I guess.   
 
Q.  Does it linger with you? Were you irritated all day? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  I would say I tried not to get irritated. It's definitely frustrating when 
you hit the ball in the fairway and there's mud on the side of the ball. Definitely frustrating. I 
would say anytime you let it linger and start to affect the rest of my game and today I 
definitely didn't let that happen. 
 
Q.  Should have played it up, I guess, would be the question then? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  Yeah. Well, so the tough part about playing the ball up is around 
the greens it becomes much simpler. I think learning how to play different shots off different 
lies, whether it's in the fairway and especially around the greens, it's definitely a skill to have 
and when you play lift, clean and place, that skill's kind of taken away. So it's a tough 
decision for rules officials.  
 
I think with the Rules of Golf there might be something we can figure it out whether it's, I 
don't know, a lift, clean and drop or draw a line in the fairway where it's like hey, when you're 
inside this line up to the green, you don't clean your ball. That's what we do at home is like 
we'll clean our ball in the fairway, we don't clean it up by the green. That's just something 
we've done at home, Jordan and I and everybody's done it in the past and it works well. I 
don't know what works exactly in a tournament setting. It's nothing that anybody's really tried 
before. 
 
Q.  Do you guys do that in like your money matches? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  Yeah, yeah. If you get mud on your ball, we usually clean it. 
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Q.  Except when you get around the green? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  Except when you get around the greens, yeah. Not around the 
greens.  
 
Q.  Then you deal with it? 
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  Yeah. Around the greens it's really a skill to be able to play off of 
muddy, sandy, whatever lie it is, that's a skill and that's a skill a lot of guys practice. It's 
something that you either -- it's tough when you hit it in the fairway and get a mud ball and 
when you're up around the greens, people lose their skill of being able to chip and play off of 
different lies. So it's tough, I understand the decision is tough for rules officials. 
 
Q.  Scottie, do you think you need to have skills to play in this condition or maybe the 
golf equipment technology need to bring something like slippery surface, the golf ball 
like mud --   
 
SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER:  Yeah, the mud's definitely difficult, it's unpredictable. It's kind of 
blind luck what's going to happen when you're dealing with mud balls, especially because 
one guy can land it a foot from your ball and if his ball lands in the down grain, he may not 
get mud. If my ball lands in the into the grain, it's probably going to attract some mud. So it's 
not something you can control when the fairways are cut the way they are. If one half was all 
down grain you could at least aim for that, but then the fairways are cut in, like the mow lines 
are only three yards apart, you can't really control that.  
 
 


