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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
December 3, 2022  
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Collin, how would you describe the round out there today? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Same as the first two days, just a slow start. I get comfortable on the 
back nine, I feel like there's a lot of holes for me that fit my eye and I can end up making 
birdies. Still thinking a little too much on putting, but that's just kind of the process of what I'm 
going through right now as just kind of learning. It's not bad, it's just me understanding what 
works and what doesn't. Still obviously a process. 
 
Q.  Conditions today? There's been a lot of discussions about the white ball not being 
so white.  
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Correct, it's not. 
 
Q.  How did it go for you? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  I was about to like keep count. It wasn't too bad, I got lucky, but I 
played with Tom and I could see half his ball covered on like three, four holes and that's not 
everything, right? Look that's a whole other topic of itself of mud balls or not. We easily could 
have played it up and played preferred lies again today because I think one of the fairways 
we were walking, there was still water. I think it was 14, 13, 13, the par 4, there's still water 
in the fairway when we're walking down, so that's not good. 
 
Q.  What was the worst one you got today? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Worst one I got was on 4. And what happened last year, I put it 
in the left bush and that immediately crept into my head because I had mud on my 
right, which means the ball's going left. Problem is the wind's going right, so now I 
have no clue where to aim and I ended up aiming straight in the bush and thankfully it 
kind of went with the wind at the end. Not a good feeling. 
 
Q.  You aimed it left? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  I still aimed in left because I was just praying that the mud -- it was 
like not a ton but like enough. I don't know, it's a guess. 
 
Q.  It must be exciting, though, for a highly skilled professional to have no idea where 
his ball's going, isn't it? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Oh, yeah, it's so fun. We love it. 
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Q.  Another question quasi-related to that, even at your age, are there shots that you 
still encounter that you've never practiced for in your life? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  I wouldn't say practiced for. There are some that you don't practice 
as often. There are some -- are you talking about just like throughout the entire -- 
 
Q.  Tournament, yeah. 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Yeah. Look, I think we've hit nearly every shot, but sometimes you 
put yourself in a position -- I would say if you're in position A and you're in the fairway, you're 
chipping around the green, it's pretty routine. But here and there you'll find yourself just, you 
never practiced it but you've had shots like it where you can kind of just gauge off of that. 
 
Q.  What's your mentality kind of heading into tomorrow knowing you're going to be 
trailing by three, four five shots? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Just go low. I've got to make birdies and if I just kind of get things 
rolling like I did at the beginning of that kind of back nine, hopefully we can just put together 
18 of those and post a low number. That's all I can do really tomorrow. Can't control those 
guys. 
 
Q.  Collin, when the ball -- when golf ball is in the mud or the dirt, do you have time to 
think which -- where to hit the ball and, you know, you do conversation? How -- 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Yeah, yeah, so it's pretty simple. If the mud's on the right, the ball's 
going to go left, if the mud's on the left, ball will go right but from there it's just like guesswork 
on where you're going to aim it because sometimes it moves a lot, sometimes it doesn't 
move depending if you're going with it or going against it. There's a lot of factors, and when 
you add wind. And like I had a little mud on 18 and like that's the worst green you want to 
have mud on. You just have to commit and if it turns out bad, can't do anything. It just kind of 
sucks. 
 
Q.  Does the dirt or mud stay on the ball on the flight or -- 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  I don't know, I'm going to have to ask TaylorMade that. I wish I 
knew. Sometimes it does, sometimes it doesn't. 
 
Q.  JT just said he had mud on the front of his ball. Any idea what that would do? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  No. What did he say? 
 
Q.  No idea.  
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Good, good, because if he knew, then I would want to know. Yeah, 
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it's a guess, it's an absolute guess and it sucks. 
 


