
 

 1 

ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
December 2, 2022  
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  Did you make it look easier than it really was out there? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  It didn't feel like it, certainly not, no. We started or -- sorry? 
 
Q.  Yeah, I'm casual all the time, Viktor. 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, I mean, I put myself in the fairway a lot, but it's kind of strange, 
like I knew it was windy and I feel like I missed so many putts. And I still don't feel like I'm 
hitting it very good, like I'm not comfortable over the ball, but the ball's going straight and I'm 
giving myself looks. It just doesn't feel that great, and I'm missing a lot of putts and somehow 
we ended up at 2 under today, so yeah, happy with that. 
 
Q.  You can't fake it in the wind.  
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  No. Like, for example, the last two holes, like I love to hit kind of the 
shallow cut up against the wind there and, you know, I could potentially hit it pretty close to 
the pin, but right now I'm just like, feel like I'm pretty far from the inside and I've just got to 
aim 25 yards right of the green or right of the pin and just hit a draw with the wind and 
hopefully it catches the green, you know. Other places, like the front nine I feel like it's more 
off the left kind of the start of the back nine, that's when I can really feel like I can be 
aggressive because I can basically just hit a pull draw up against the wind and it comes 
back. It's kind of nice to have a cushion like that. 
 
Q.  Walk us through the hole-out on 6, and which was better, today at 6 or yesterday 
at 14? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Well, the drive on 14 was pretty sweet, but hit a nice drive off the tee 
and kind of necked my second shot with a 3-wood out to the right in the right rough and kind 
of had a little weird lie on the upslope. The wind was off the right so it wasn't that 
comfortable of a shot, I kind of had to -- I had 77 meters and I basically aimed it 30 feet right 
of the pin and I hit like a 50-degree just trying to hit it as low as possible to try to get under 
the wind. And I saw it spinning at the end a little bit and I yelled "go" and yeah, just slam 
dunked right in. That was the first time I've done that. 
 
Q.  You've played this course a couple times now. Have you ever played it in 
conditions this difficult? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  This is probably the windiest we played it compared to last year and 
obviously so far this week. Yeah, it's probably the toughest that it's played today. 
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Q.  Does it feel like a different challenge when it's like this? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, you're grinding on three-footers. It's windy and it's grainy, and 
the greens are fast so it's not like you can just ram the putts in, you've got to actually kind of 
die the putts in and that's when the wind can hit it a little bit harder.  
 
Some of the shots you might be short-sided, but you're into the wind so that makes certain 
shots easier, but at the same time you could have a basic up-and-down chip shot but 
straight downwind, you just don't know exactly how it's going to check and how much it's 
going to release depending on the wind gusts. There's a lot of stuff you can't control, so 
you're trying to make it -- trying to make it as simple as possible. 
 
Q.  Was it the wind or something else that made you back off on the 18th tee? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  That was the wind, yeah. I mean, there was -- because we were kind 
of protected right there and there was hardly any wind, I just felt the wind gust and I just 
decided to back off and take my time. 
 
Q.  Are you a visual player, a feel player when you get in these kind of conditions and 
you have to create more shots in your mind? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, I think visual and feel kind of goes hand in hand. You know, if 
you -- like you kind of have to trust whatever the shot feels like and you can kind of see that 
with the wind, how the wind's going to hit it and then just try to calculate, OK, give yourself a 
certain parameter to where, you know, if you're trying to be perfect out here, you're just not 
going to do it very well because a different wind gust can change the result of the shot by a 
lot. So you kind of just have to hit your basic shot into the window that you want and give 
yourself a parameter to where, OK, a good shot here is 30, 40 feet and just take your par 
and move on. 
 
Q.  Are you playing to just make sure you don't put yourself in a spot where you're 
going to make a big number? Is that kind of how a day like today goes? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  A little bit, but at the same time it's like there's some holes out here 
where you can be aggressive and make some birdies. Seems like a lot of guys made some 
birdies today. 
 
Q.  Is that how you felt on the back nine? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  A little bit, yeah. You can take advantage of some of those par 5s and 
short par 4s. Yeah, I mean, there's some hard holes as well, so if you can just try to make 
par on those, there's a lot of gettable holes where you can birdie. 
 
Q.  I realize you've played a lot of amateur golf across Europe in good conditions, but 
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do you have any good first blasts of Oklahoma wind stories when you got there?  
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, I mean, one thing that was pretty cool, we played the first round 
of Big 12 Match -- or the Big 12 Conference Championship my fresh man year, we played at 
Prairie Dunes and it was probably blowing 40 miles per history. Back then, my freshman 
year, I could hardly get the ball up above the ground, so I was loving it. I shot 1 under the 
front nine and was probably leading by three or four shots in nine holes. That was the best 
I've ever played in that much wind, so that was fun.   
 
Yeah, it blows like this all the time in Oklahoma, but you have some more trees to kind of 
isolate you. 
 
Q.  What was the end result of that Big 12 your freshman year? Did the wind die down 
and Viktor disappeared? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  No, I didn't play all that great on the back nine, made one big number 
and I think I shot 3 over or 4 over and was like in second place. They ended up canceling 
the second 18 because it was just so windy.  
 


