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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
December 1, 2022  
 
TOM KIM  ( -3) 
 
 
Q.  After all the rain we've had the last two days, how was the course playing do you 
feel? 
 
TOM KIM:  It's definitely playing really soft. With the wind it played really long really. You 
know, I think it's definitely, it definitely dried up from yesterday, but definitely playing pretty 
soft out there. 
 
Q.  Tom, given the start of the year and where you were at the halfway stage of the 
year, how does it feel to be where you are right now? 
 
TOM KIM:  I mean, I'm very grateful for it. I definitely don't take it for granted and I'm 
extremely grateful to be 20 years old and to play on the PGA TOUR. But I've worked really 
hard for it and I'm enjoying every moment out there, so it's really fun. 
 
Q.  Tom, I have to ask you, we saw you in India winning your first title back in 2019. 
Did you even -- how much of a belief you had in yourself that you will be in such a 
position in just about three years? 
 
TOM KIM:  I mean, with the pandemic I thought it definitely came a lot sooner than I 
expected, but I've just, I've worked hard and I've gotten better and I've progressed every 
year and got better. I'm just, sort of things happened and kind of here I am. Definitely had a 
lot of belief in myself, but definitely didn't expect it right away. 
 
Q.  And one last question from me, how much is the desire to showcase your talent to 
this field? We were talking to Tiger and he said he had not met you personally before 
this, but for you, how much of it is a strong -- a strong motivation to showcase your 
skills over here against some of the best players in the world? 
 
TOM KIM:  I mean, every week you try to play well and I think it's just another week where 
it's a great opportunity, and you've played well for the year to kind of get to this point and it's 
just kind of sticking to a game plan and just keep doing what you're doing. I've been playing 
well and obviously a good start today definitely helps. It's just another event I'm really happy 
to play in and off to a great start, so I'm pretty happy with it. 
 
Q.  You mentioned the wind and everything else. I think you went through without a 
bogey today, right? 
 
TOM KIM:  Yeah, correct. 
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Q.  So how happy are you with that? That seems unusual.  
 
TOM KIM:  I gave myself a lot of opportunities, I think. Definitely, if some things went my 
way, I could have got a couple more, but with the conditions that we've had today, the no 
bogey is very, very acceptable. I gave myself a good chance to kind of play well the next 
three days. 
 
Q.  Tom, can I take you back to the Scottish Open. How important was that 
confidence-wise to where you are now, the whole week? 
 
TOM KIM:  It's everything. I think it was the first really big event for me that I finished inside 
the top-5. After that week I really believed that with this field, I can really play well. And really 
after the Scottish Open, everything just kind of went with a rhythm and after the Scottish 
Open, two events later, three events later I win. It was definitely the start of my kind of last 
part of the year and definitely meant a lot for me. 
 
Q.  It's some way off, but are you going to make it there next year? 
 
TOM KIM:  Hopefully. I'd love to play, I'd love to play the Scottish Open. 
 
Q.  Your first time meeting Tiger, what was that like, and without giving away too 
much details, what did you guys talk about? 
 
TOM KIM:  We didn't talk about anything serious, it was just a lot of small talk. I told him we 
really would have loved it if he played this week and we're really going to miss him. He was 
like, he was really trying to prepare hard for it and unfortunately he couldn't make it. But it 
was really nice, it was the first time I officially got to meet him and talk to him a little bit. It 
was really cool, I have to kind of pinch myself a little bit. 
 
Q.  Everything's happened pretty fast this season. Have you had a chance to sit down 
and process the success you've had? 
 
TOM KIM:  A little bit. Obviously after THE CJ CUP I had some time off and got to go back 
home a little bit. When I sat down and looked back at the year, it was great but it kind of 
popped into my mind again saying OK, what can we do to get better and what can I do to 
have a better season next year. It's been great, but it's all in the past now and I'm just trying 
to get better today.   
 
Q.  When was the unofficial time you met Tiger?  
 
TOM KIM:  Well, the first time I actually met him was at the 2020 PGA Championship. I got 
in the field at Harding Park and I took a picture with him. Obviously the COVID year, so there 
was no fans to witness it, but it was the first I got to kind of meet him and take a picture but 
never really got to talk to him.  
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Q.  Selfie?   
 
TOM KIM:  Not a selfie, but just a picture. My caddie took it for me. 
 
Q.  And you seemed pretty upset that you lost the Hero Shot. Are you over that yet? 
 
TOM KIM:  I kind of wanted to win it. I thought it would be a great thing to win, and obviously 
Tiger being there. But hats off to Fitzy to making two holes-in-one and getting bummed out, 
but just hopefully I can play better in the tournament than in that Hero Shot. 
 
Q.  Do you use center shaft putter? 
 
TOM KIM:  No, I do not use a center shaft putter. 
 
Q.  But usually do you use it not? 
 
TOM KIM:  No, I do not.  
 
Q.  Are you XO or BTS pop music? 
 
TOM KIM:  I'm not a big boy band fan in Korea, but obviously BTS. They've done a lot for 
the country and they've had so much success I'm guessing just because of where they are 
in the position, it's really good to see. 
 
Q.  As well as having a big game, you've got a very good personality. How important 
is that that you express that personality and you do it well? 
 
TOM KIM:  I don't exactly know what to say if it really helps, but I just try to be myself and 
just try to express what I feel. Obviously I think it's great for me to just be normal out here 
instead of trying to hide a personality. So I'm just trying to be myself and I think I enjoy it 
more being out here because I am just myself, so it's great. 
 
Q.  Can I just get a couple things about your round? What did you hit there at 18, how 
far in? 
 
TOM KIM:  I had 190, I hit a soft 5-iron. It was really between -- the wind was kind of 
changing a lot and we took a club that was going to be enough to cover the water and didn't 
spin up. Definitely Joe picked the right one there for me. 
 
Q.  And your other birdies? 
 
TOM KIM:  My other birdies, they actually came all from the back nine. I think the first one 
came from the par 5 11th, I made a good putt there. The next one was at the short par 14. Is 
it 14? I think, I'm not really sure. Drove it right in front of the green and kind of pitched it up to 
two feet and made my putt. 
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Q.  How far was the putt at 11? 
 
TOM KIM:  Like 12, 12, 15 feet. 
 


