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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
November 30, 2022  
 
MAX HOMA 
 
 
JACK RYAN:  We would like to welcome Max Homa into the interview room here at the 
Hero World Challenge. Max is making his first start in the event but before we get into the 
golf, Max has a son one month old today and I believe it's your three-year anniversary as 
well, so a lot going on with the family. How are you adjusting to fatherhood so far?  
 
MAX HOMA:  Man, that was some good research. I'd have been shocked wild if that was 
like -- that was my reminder.  
 
It's been good, crazy. Parenthood is a different lifestyle as I'm sure many of you know. Way 
harder leaving than I thought and hard being away from them. Didn't expect it to be this kind 
of difficult. I feel guilty being in beautiful Bahamas while my wife's grinding changing diapers, 
but here I am so might as well play well. 
 
JACK RYAN:  As we talked about on the way over here, you haven't really had a chance to 
see the golf course yet, but what are you looking forward to this week in your first start in this 
event?  
 
MAX HOMA:  I mean, I've watched it a bunch on TV. Course looks pretty fun. Obviously 
seems like the wind is the deciding factor on how hard it's going to play. The greens and 
fairways and everything are pretty mint on the range and on the practice area.  
 
It's going to be a little different today as the rain is absolutely coming down, so won't really 
get a full test of what the course will probably be like for the rest of the week.  
 
It's an interesting event. There's so few people, feel like it's easy to separate yourself, and 
it's easy to get kind of caught out of the mix real quick. Obviously knowing the golf course 
will be a big part of playing well, but I think part of it is just not getting lost in the fact that 
you're in The Bahamas and it feels kind of like a vacation. 
 
Q.  Your profile's risen so much in the last year, but I feel like this is kind of a new 
level almost because this is a tournament where only, only the top of the top get to 
play and you're rubbing shoulders with J.T. and Scottie, all the best players in the 
world.  
 
Is it starting to feel normal, like you belong in a tournament like this, or in this, your 
first appearance, is it still kind of like what am I doing here? 
 
MAX HOMA:  I just played the Presidents Cup, so I would say that I feel quite comfortable 
here.  
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Yeah, it's still cool. My friend who's with me asked me if it's still weird being around Tiger 
and I would say yes. You know, it's definitely different. I don't feel like this is the thing that's 
making me feel like I belong, I felt like that for quite a while, but it is very cool to be here.  
 
This event used to be in my backyard in L.A., so we would go every year. It's just cool to be 
able to play an event that is obviously incredibly exclusive, you have to have had a great 
year, I guess couple years world ranking-wise to be here and I feel like it's -- it feels like a 
nice reward.  
 
Again, it's cool, but I wouldn't say that getting into this event now makes me feel like I've 
made it just because of the Presidents Cup and whatnot. 
 
Q.  Max, Tiger was in here yesterday talking about how chaotic this year was, the LIV 
stuff and you've got your own kid, all kinds of things going on. How have you been 
able to compartmentalize that for yourself, both family part, LIV part, the outside stuff 
that happens not when you're actually playing tournament rounds, how do you build a 
team, how do you separate from the noise, so to speak? 
 
MAX HOMA:  That's a good question. I guess the home life is actually kind of nice because 
when you're home, you're home. That's what I hear a lot of guys say when they have a kid. 
When you're home, you can kind of like get away from the golf. You're not constantly 
thinking about the golf, you're not constantly thinking about the LIV PGA TOUR drama, the 
World Ranking drama.  
 
Part of Lacey being pregnant, we would have a lot more to talk about. Now obviously with 
Cam being here, when I'm home it's craziness typically, so it's kind of a nice separator.   
 
When it comes to the season, I would say that -- I guess I kind of said this all along, how it 
was every week was kind of fun in a way, or funny. It got old, but every Monday, Tuesday 
was did you hear so-and-so is going, is that true, did you hear this about this tournament, is 
that true.  
 
It felt like you were in high school again in a way and you just got out to lunch and you got a 
text while you were in math that some -- somebody got in a fight with somebody and now 
you're going to go figure out what part of that was true, and rarely any of that was true, 
which is exactly how this season was for us.  So I think part of it is just like enjoying the little 
noise.  
 
I was fortunate -- obviously I did feel bad for some of the guys getting caught up in the rumor 
mill because they have got to answer these questions about things that they've never done. 
You know, hearing stories about certain guys saying, oh, I hear he's gone and then I'll talk to 
them and they'll say I haven't talked to them in months, so this is just made up. I feel bad for 
them, I feel that's a much harder gig.  
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Obviously what Rory's been doing and playing so well, kind of feels like two jobs, is tricky. 
Mine was just the fun end of it. Hear a rumor, joke about the rumor, forget about the rumor 
and move along, so it wasn't so bad for me. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
MAX HOMA:  I was not. I tried to get myself inserted in there for the fun of it. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, yeah, huge insult. 
 
No, I think -- I guess it would have been cool to be a part of that so I could live the life of, you 
know, it felt like a reality TV series for a bit. But yeah, no, I guess I tried. I changed my bio on 
Twitter once when I think Brooks changed his bio and everyone figured out he was going or 
something like that. I was like, oh, I'm going to get in on this and see if people catch on, but 
didn't realize that my Twitter bio doesn't get a ton of traction, so that was news to me.  
 
Yeah, I don't know. It was -- the craziness of all of this was I feel like a little more outside 
than it was inside. Inside, like I said, I thought it was funny and fun, we were just trying to 
make light of it. It's people's lives, they can do what they want to do. I don't know, I feel like a 
lot of us had fun with it. I had fun with it. It was taken as like slights to the LIV Tour, but I 
never meant, I just make fun of everything that I do and other people do. So it was funny. I 
would have liked to be caught in the rumor mill so I could have run with it for a little while, it 
would have been good for that PIP thing, but was not lucky enough to be caught up. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
MAX HOMA:  . That was a phenomenal question. 
 
Yes, I would say every day that I take a break, I get nervous that it's going to go away, but 
that's what you have a good team for, that's why you surround yourself with great people 
and that's also why at some point, when you do put your hands back on a golf club and you 
hit a couple golf shots and you see the ball fly, you have to be somewhat realistic with 
yourself.  
 
So it was actually kind of nice, this was the longest I ever took off of golf, probably was 
definitely the longest between golf tournaments but even just touching a club, it was a 
couple weeks. For my friends who know me, I don't do that. It was cool, came back out to 
the golf course, hit the ball well, joked I still had it and moved back along. 
 
But yeah, it is scary. I've seen some lows, but those lows didn't start from me taking a break 
from golf, so I've got to remind myself of that a lot when I do decide to take a break. My 
mechanics are better now, I've put a lot of time in. I think it's been four, five, going on six 
years since the bad. I don't fear it like in a realistic way. It's just I think a lot of the guys 
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always get nervous when they're playing well and then they get a break that they're going to 
like, quote unquote, lose it for a bit. I think everybody kind of goes through that for a little bit, 
but we all get back on the horse at some point and realize we can still ride it. 
 
Q.  I was going to ask which of the like 25 Cams on the PGA TOUR is your son named 
after? 
 
MAX HOMA:  So it was pretty frustrating and funny, but we had picked the name out, my 
wife had got a necklace well before this. I mean, not saying that Cam young and Cam Smith 
haven't been playing well, but before like The Open when they battled, and then, you know, 
Tringale inserts himself into the news, so then it felt like I was just hearing the name 
Cameron constantly.  
 
But I would say my kid, if anybody, was named after Cam Young. Cam named -- I don't 
know if he released the name, but never mind, that's not my news to break. 
 
Q.  He named his kid Max? 
 
MAX HOMA:  No. But I was talking to him about it and I was like, I was like here's your kind 
of little mini-me. He said my Cam is significantly better looking than himself, which felt nice 
because he's got a nice beard. Hopefully my kid can live up to that. Yeah, this Cameron 
thing has really popped off in the golf world.  
 
Yeah, after playing Presidents Cup with Cam Young, I'm going to name my kid after him, he 
smashes it and is a very nice young man. 
 
Q.  Kind of a more serious note, you mentioned the PIP, you finished I think 14th this 
year. Last year you said you were a little frustrated by where you finished, this year 
you had such a great year on the course and your social media stuff is still so popular 
and you finished 14th. What are your thoughts on that? 
 
MAX HOMA:  I mean, it is what it is. I'm frustrated I lost to Kisner, I'm not quite sure how that 
happened. Played better than him, carried him at the QBE last year, so not sure how I lost to 
him, so that was disappointing.  
 
Just back to the drawing board, got to figure out more ways to impact the golfing world. I am 
surprised that I'm 16 in the world and I was 14 on the PIP. I always thought I was 
significantly more popular than I was good at golf, so it feels nice that those things are 
aligning, so that's a little mini bonus, but at the end of the day I'll take 14th is pretty good. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
MAX HOMA:  It does. Major championship play seems very important from what happened 
in the rankings this year for good reason. I'm not making fun of that, for good reason. You 
have to play well in the big moments when everyone's watching golf to impact golf. You 
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could joke about social media and yeah, some of it's impacting. I'm trying on my own accord 
to -- I want people to watch golf more just because I love the game of golf.  
 
So yeah, I mean, I impact in a way on social media, but that's not like some big -- it's not a 
big deal. I know social media's not involved anymore, I'm just using that as an example.  
 
Yeah, do I understand the whole thing? No, but I think we all get like the broad idea of how it 
works. It's being having a lot of exposure. Some of that you can bring on on your own. I 
imagine if you had a YouTube channel and a lot of people saw you and they would go out to 
a golf course, you know, you would be the one they want to see. But if you're in the final 
group of a major and in the mix, that's how you impact golf, or not just majors, the big 
events, a lot of Sunday late tee times. 
 
But yeah, it is a little confusing how it works, but it does seem to work. Tiger won again, so 
as long as he's winning, it's not broken, so that's good.  
 
Yeah, I mean, there's little parts. Like again joking, but I'd love to know how Kiz beat me, but 
I'll take it. It's all right, we're in the same bubble. Yeah, it's just more kind of tongue in cheek. 
Yeah, a lot of it is just if you play well, you'll work your way up that list and if you don't, I'm 
sure you'll work your way down. Just feels like it's mostly just based off of performance in a 
way and then a bit of popularity on top of that. 
 
Q.  Just curious how your schedule looks next year. You've got the elevated events, 
now you're a dad, you obviously want to be with your kid but you've got to play in a 
certain number of events, just mentioning PIP, what's that going to look like for you? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, it will -- I was going to play a similar schedule anyways, like similar 
amount of events anyways. It is really hard, it's obviously the first week I was leaving them, it 
was a lot harder than I thought saying buy to them. It stinks, but at the end of the day I've 
talked to the other players out here and at some point your kids will understand why you 
have to leave, and it's a pain. Hopefully they can come as much as possible, but yeah, it's 
not because of the new kind of newish schedule, the required events that's going to make it 
difficult, it was going to be difficult regardless. 
 
But I would like -- I feel like my parents did a very good job of showing, not telling as far as 
raising me and I would like to show my kid what hard work is and show him what success 
looks like. So I'd like to, like I said this week, when I do leave him, I'd like to come out here 
and play really well. Not that he cares, but I want that to be kind of what I, you know, teach 
him in a way. And for that to happen, I do need to go to work and get my stuff done. But 
when we're on the west coast they'll be able to come out, so that will be great and it makes 
coming home even better. 
 
Q.  Max, we're close to wrapping up 2022. As you look back on this year, what are you 
most proud of and what is something you would like to improve on in '23? 
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MAX HOMA:  I'm proud that last year when we looked at kind of like the trends of my 
seasons, every season since basically 2019 I would have a great stretch on the west coast, 
play pretty well in Florida and then have like a pretty significant kind of slump in the summer 
and then I'd kind of finish the season OK and then I'd play, you know, OK in the fall, I guess. 
That kind of U up down and back up again was a bit frustrating because it was pretty telling 
that a lot of it was kind of mental.  I looked at the stats and my missed percentage inside six 
feet on the putting green went up during the summer and a lot of that feels like it was fatigue 
and frustration and trying too hard.  
 
So I'm proud this year I kept it pretty much, you know, more of a flatline this season, this 
past season. So I was happy with that. It means my game's in a better place, but to me it 
meant I was keeping my mind in it for a whole year, not getting too hard on myself, too down 
on myself.  
 
And the next year I need to play better in majors to really make a jump. I had one good finish 
in a major last year, I got 13th at the PGA, which was nice to feel like I was kind of in the 
mix. And it was a crazy Sunday, so at some point on Sunday I did realize if I birdied the last 
five or six, I could potentially win a major, which is a big ask, but at least I felt like I could do 
it.  
 
You know, didn't play well at the Masters, didn't play well at the U.S. Open, and missed the 
cut by one at The Open. That stuff's quite frustrating. It's not like I looked at this past year as 
like a failure because of that, but I would say next year that's definitely something I would 
need to improve on if I want to kind of make another big jump, because I think I've proven to 
myself I can play well on Tour. And I haven't found a golf course that really doesn't suit me 
too like poorly, so I would think that when I go to a major, I could at least rattle off a couple 
better finishes, but so far, not so much. So hoping to figure that one out this year. 
 
Q.  Max, you referenced Cam Young earlier. I know you guys are buddies. Everybody 
has their different path to get to where you are now. I'm curious of what your 
impression is of where he's come from so quickly because obviously he had zero 
status so long ago? 
 
MAX HOMA:  It's so funny when you watch some of the young guys, you see like Collin 
Morikawa, Viktor Hovland, like they -- I don't know, you like assume that that's how those 
young guys are going to come out because when you watch Cam young play golf, you're 
like how could you ever -- not that you struggle, but why, what took so long in like the extra 
year, because Collin did it in like so fast, it was remarkable. But it wasn't remarkable 
because you watch him play and it makes so much sense, it's still just golf.  
 
So when I watch Cam play golf now, it's just like I guess I don't really think about that he had 
to go through, you know, a couple extra years. Obviously he had a COVID year so it took a 
little longer to make it onto the Tour.  Yeah, when you watch him play, it seems so obvious 
that he was going to be a world-beater type player.  
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But that's our game, you know. That's kind of the difficulty of professional golf is once you're 
done college, essentially it's you kind of start at zero in a way. Not quite exactly, but you've 
got to go reprove yourself and work your way back up in the professional ranks. Some guys 
have been fortunate to get a sponsor exemption or two. And like Collin wins and makes it 
look absurdly easy. Again, when you watch Collin play golf, it seems like yes, that's exactly 
what he should have done.  
 
I didn't know Cam back in college, I was busy being significantly older, but yeah, when I 
watch him now, it's just seems like he could have won a PGA TOUR event when he was 20 
years old just the way I watch him swing it and hit it and do all the things. He's going to have 
a great career. I doubt he'll be thinking about how it took him maybe an extra year to get out 
here because, like I said, he's making it look quite simple. 
 
Q.  Max, going back to the Presidents Cup, you had plenty of heroics inside the ropes, 
but was there some highlight of the week that we don't know about that stick out to 
you? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Ooh, that you don't know about. Team room stuff's cool, I will say. I won't tell 
specific stories, but being around those guys. Like Saturday night, I guess Saturday a bunch 
of the matches flipped at the end of the day. I was not playing, so I was kind of watching. 
Like I felt like it was going to be a cakewalk on Sunday and all of a sudden it felt very tight. I 
found it really cool that all the other best American golfers in the world were pissed. I know 
it's an exhibition, there's no World Ranking points, there's no FedExCup points. There's a 
ton of pride on the line and it was cool to see all those guys show that. It was kind of fun to 
watch everybody be mad like I was kind of mad.  
 
You know, the Internationals did an incredible job that day and that afternoon they played 
some amazing golf and made some amazing putts. They did what they needed to do and it 
was interesting. Their team room, they were playing music and having fun, which they 
should because that's what we were doing the days prior when we had played well, and we 
were kind of somber and annoyed that we had kind of really opened that lead and stretched 
it out so that Sunday could be a little bit more relaxing.  
 
So it was fun that that happened for me to just see how much those guys care. I think when 
you look at -- when you look at the top players, you think maybe they could go to sleep in 
events like that, but you realize they're the top players because every day they want to get 
better and prove themselves. I found that to be maybe a highlight that wasn't exactly, you 
know, obvious to the golfing world. 
 
Q.  When you look at your record in the majors, do you feel like it's a mental hurdle 
that you still need to get over? Is that what's missing? 
 
MAX HOMA:  I would assume so. Maybe not, I don't know. My short game has come a long 
way in the last year, which I did feel like held me back. I remember at Kiawah at the PGA a 
couple years ago I hit it great the first day and made some pretty bad errors around the 
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greens and just wasted a few shots. Then had one bad hole on 17, I think I made triple or 
quad. As much as that was still going to kill me, it really just ruined my chances of even 
making the cut.  
 
If I would have just done what I supposed to do. That was a very hard golf course and a very 
hard hole and part of the quad or triple, or whatever it was, it was a lot of strokes, it was from 
forcing it because I felt like I was kind of falling too far behind. So little things like the short 
game stuff made it difficult.  
 
Last year got a little bit better, so it was a little cleaner, made three cuts and that was pretty 
apparent that part of it was physical. It just has to be partly mental. I've played quite well in 
big events. The invitationals out here I've played really well in. So I don't think that it's too 
physical, I just think that either my preparation or maybe my kind of anxiety or excitement for 
the majors is holding me back, but that's just something I'm going to have to keep learning. 
There's only four a year and I haven't played in a ton of them. Again, it's a testament to 
these young guys who go out there and they just seem to have it. I think they make look 
really easy and make people like me look really bad for good reason. I'm just going to keep 
trying to figure that out. 
 
Q.  Money certainly was a big topic of conversation in pro golf in the last year. Gossip 
aside, how much do you think about money when you're out in the weekly grind? Is 
that something that ever enters your mind? Are you thinking about dollars or is it an 
abstract thing during the season? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, I think you think about it a little bit, especially like on Sundays for me, 
I'm in 30th place with five holes to go, I can't win the thing. Part of it is I like racking up 
top-25s, top-10s just for the statistics of it, for the World Ranking points. Like you do have 
that, but part of it is money. Hey, if I make a couple birdies, I did it back on the Korn Ferry 
Tour, you know, when I was in 50th place, it was like, all right, let's get to 45th and make 
extra a thousand, $2,000, so it's just kind of ingrained a little bit.  
 
I guess it's not the full motivating factor, but it's obviously, I mean, money's just part of our 
lives. We learned that this year and more so in sports, this is a business. I don't think that it's 
something that drives me by any means, but it is, you know, it is a part of it.  
 
I don't know, at the end of a season I don't look back and say, ooh, yay, I made X. I say I 
had five top-10s, I wish I would have had eight; I had 10 top-25s, I wish I would have had 15 
or whatever.  
 
In the moment I think it does help to motivate. I don't think it's something I get too caught up 
in, though. I think every pro golfer who has made it to the top tier of this game has enough to 
not like worry about it, but I don't think it's a bad thing to use it as motivation here and there, 
like I said, especially when you're kind of floundering a little bit in an event. 
 
Q.  Max, I overheard on the Hero Shot broadcast yesterday Tiger saying some good 
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things about your swing. I don't know if you heard that at all, but how's it feel to know 
that someone you admired growing up, you know, admiring your swing as well right 
now? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, I didn't hear that, but it is crazy. At The Open Championship when we 
played, he came up to me on like the fourth hole and said my swing looked great and I was 
hitting it really well. That was cool to hear.  I think most guys have tried to take something 
from Tiger's golf swing because it's been so perfect for so many years, so it's very nice to 
hear that.  
 
Yeah, I mean, like I said before, anytime you're kind of around Tiger, especially since I've 
turned pro, it's not like he's played a ton of full seasons at least when I was actually on Tour 
as I've bounced back and forth so many times, so anytime he's around it definitely heightens 
the excitement of an event. To hear a guy that, you know, I look up to and kind of play golf 
because he made it cool say something nice about me is great. And it was nice to beat him 
in the wedge thing yesterday, that felt really good. 
 
JACK RYAN:  Max, thank you very much for your time and best of luck this week. 
 


