
 

 1 

ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
November 19, 2022      
 
SAHITH THEEGALA  ( -13) 
 
 
Q. Curious what does an angry, fired up Sahith do and say when you're upset on the 
golf course like you just mentioned?  
 
SAHITH THEEGALA:  Yeah, I'm sure a hot mic might've caught some stuff.  Nothing too 
bad.  It was just like the one on 18 was probably the most frustrating.  Just a perfect 9-
iron, little cut, my bread and butter, and I just hit it half an inch fat and it came up short 
left, which I feel like I was hitting it to 45 feet all day and I was just like, gosh, dude.  Like 
just all day.  Are you kidding me?   
 
Yeah, I was just a little frustrated out there.  But I feel like I always do a decent job of 
letting it out, but by the time I'm at the next shot, I've -- it's obviously out of my mind.  
Yeah, it's nothing too crazy, I guess.   
 
Q. You said, I want it really bad.  I'm assuming talking about the win.  Is that what was 
getting you fired up, or just not playing the way you wanted to play?  
 
SAHITH THEEGALA:  No, like I just want to play good golf really bad.  I'm not 
referencing a win or anything.  Just like wanting to get the best out of what I am, 
because I feel like my game is in a really good spot and playing really well.  
 
So I just want to feel like I'm getting a decent amount of what I feel like I can.  Yeah, not 
thinking about win or anything, yeah.   
 
Q. Got you.  Are you looking for a score tomorrow or what do you expect?   
 
SAHITH THEEGALA:  Sorry, what was the?   
 
Q. Are you shooting for a score tomorrow or do you -- no?   
 
SAHITH THEEGALA:  Yeah, no.  I just think I'm going to be in the second-to-last group, 
so I'll just kind of use that as a positive thing and see if I can, you know, just go out there 
and do my thing and post a score, or kind of get going early and just see where it holds 
up.  
 
But I'm not too worried about chasing anything.  Just going to keep doing it.  I think I'm 
playing well enough to put myself in contention on the back nine.  Obviously when it 
comes to the back nine, I'll be looking at the leaderboard to see where I am.   
 
Q. How does it feel to know that you can win without your A game or be in contention 
without your A game, sorry?  
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SAHITH THEEGALA:  Yeah, I was going to say.  Rephrase that.  That would be nice.   
No, it feels great.  I literally was walking off the course and talking with Beau and Dave, 
couple of really good buddies.  We play a lot together already, and Dave was my 
teammate at college.   
 
I mentioned this to Carl all the time.  It's pretty cool to know we both kind of struggled 
with our ball striking today and came out shooting pretty decent scores, 1- and 2-under.  
Just like it's pretty sick we're still in contention here without our best stuff today, and 
tomorrow is obviously new day.  
 
Yeah, I think about it all the time.  Even a good or bad round I'm like, dang, there so 
much room for improvement.  I know this game is really hard and it's impossible to be 
perfect, but, yeah, there is just so much room to get better.   
 
Q. I think you mentioned yesterday when asked about how much golf you played this 
season, said you put your clubs away for seven days.  You have a month off.  What do 
you do?  Do you put the clubs away for a month or can you even do that?  
 
SAHITH THEEGALA:  Yeah, so I'm actually going to be playing a little bit of golf in 
December, at the start of the year I have a fun golf trip, and then going to play QBE.   
Obviously not going to grind like do I for a normal tournament, but that will be a lot of the 
fun to play with Tom Hoge and have a good time.  I am going to put the sticks away for 
two weeks and just enjoy -- I say that.  We'll see how long I actually last.   
 
Yeah, I'm going to try and put the clubs away for as long as I can.  
 
Q. You played a lot this year and you are exempt through next year because of the Tour 
Championship.  What does it say about your love of golf that you decided to add 
another start and a sixth one in the fall?  
 
SAHITH THEEGALA:  Yeah, I think I mentioned this last time.  Feels like six was almost 
like too little, but not really.  I took three weeks off, which felt like a lot to me.  First time 
I've ever taken two weeks in a row off.  I guess that's a good problem to have.   
 
Yeah, originally I wasn't sure about wanting to play this or not.  It was pretty clear 
midway through the fall.  It was like, I really want to play.  I feel really fresh and, again, I 
took two week-long breaks where I didn't touch a club at all.  Yeah, body feels 
incredible.  Last week was a game, so almost felt like three weeks off in a sense.  
Yeah, body feels great.  I was like, yeah, I'm going to go head and that I in one.  
 
Q. Different ages, but how well do you know Andrew Putnam?  
 
SAHITH THEEGALA:  Oh, yeah, he's one of the nicest guys out here.  He's helped me 
a little bit last year just kind of coming on the scene, and him and my caddie, Carl, were 



 

 3 

teammates at Pepperdine and they were close.  His demeanor is incredible on the 
course.  He's so even keeled.   
 
But I feel like he kind of fools a lot of people in that he's a killer.  His iron game is 
absurd.  He's probably -- if there is a bogey-free -- if you ever find that bogey-free stat 
he's got to be up there for bogey-free rounds during the year.  
So it will be -- I don't know if I'm going to be playing with him tomorrow or not, but that 
would be really good vibes, and obviously Pepperdine, I feel like we're pretty big 
supporters as alumni.  
 
Q. Where is the buddy trip to?  
 
SAHITH THEEGALA:  Undisclosed. (Laughter.)    
 
Q. Don't worry.  We won't show up.  Are the other guys of the tour pro level?  
 
SAHITH THEEGALA:  Undisclosed.  
 
Q. Do you want to repeat what you said about Andrew?   
 
SAHITH THEEGALA:  Just talking some smack.  (Laughter.) Definitely not.   
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