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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
November 17, 2022      
 
COLE HAMMER  ( -8) 
 
 
Q.  Cole, how would you characterize the round out there today? 
 
COLE HAMMER:  It was -- I mean, I was almost blacked out there for a little bit. It went by in 
a heartbeat, but at the same time was a long day. It was cold and, like I said a little bit ago, I 
had very low expectations. And I'm glad I did because it was a tough day out there, there's 
no question. I figured if I -- par was a good score today and I found myself making putts for 
birdie early on and then just kind of kept going from there, but what a day. 
 
Q.  You finished off strong on your back nine. What was really going well on your 
back nine versus the front nine? 
 
COLE HAMMER:  Well, I almost made a birdie putt on 18, my ninth hole today, to go 5 
under. And then I hit my best drive of the day on No. 1, my 10th hole, and that swing gave 
me some confidence going into the back nine. I hit a wedge like two feet and knocked that 
in. Then made a 15-footer on the next hole for birdie, which was a complete bonus. Like I 
really didn't think I was going to make birdie there, but when putts like that drop, just kind of 
gives you a little boost. 
 
Yeah, it was great going to the next few holes after that. I saw some cameras show up, I 
knew I was doing something right. Then made another birdie on 4, the par 5., just kind of 
went from there. Unfortunately, I had a couple bad swings coming in, but it was a nice par 
putt on the last. 
 
Q.  Made the cut at Houston and now leading here. Is there something that you feel 
that you gained in your experience in Tour events since turning pro that's helped? 
 
COLE HAMMER:  Yeah, there's no question. This summer was tough on the PGA TOUR. I 
had some good finishes on the Korn Ferry, but I was batting zero on the PGA TOUR. I 
needed to get that monkey off my back. To do that in my hometown event in Houston was 
huge for me. I was telling my parents, but the first tee in Houston was like the most nervous 
I've ever been just with the hometown crowd. It's kind of crazy since I've played in Walker 
Cups and stuff. But anyways, I basically told myself I'll never be that nervous again. Yeah, I 
just got comfortable after that and saw myself shoot a good round on Tour and now I believe 
that I can do it. 
 
Q.  You're a PGA TOUR U guy. What's your reaction to the changes that were 
announced this week? 
 
COLE HAMMER:  Yeah, wow, massive changes. Flashback to three years ago, I never 
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would have thought any of this was possible. But I think it's great. The guys coming out of 
college are so good. There's some superstars in college right now, juniors and seniors and 
I'm excited for them to get out here and compete against the best players in the world. I think 
it's only going to make college golf better. Guys will -- I mean, I don't see why you would 
ever leave early now. College coaches have to be through the roof. I think it's great staying 
for four years and having that experience. Yeah, it should be good for those kids. 
 
Q.  You talked about getting the monkey off your back last week. Did you learn some 
things through some of the failures, as you said, during the summer? 
 
COLE HAMMER:  Yeah, I just had about zero patience. As soon as I made a bogey, I felt 
like the world was ending. In Houston I just relaxed, took a deep breath and I made some 
bogeys. I basically just told myself that I can come back and nobody plays perfect golf and 
that's what I was trying to do. I felt like on the PGA TOUR you have to play perfect golf, but 
that's just not the case. Obviously I played almost perfect golf today, so it's easy to say that 
after shooting a really good round, but I think that just takes pressure off. 
 
Q.  Are you hoping that you could win this week and then you'd have a two-year 
exemption instead of right now you're exempt on Korn Ferry, correct? 
 
COLE HAMMER:  I'm actually not exempt on Korn Ferry, I've got conditional status. 
 
Q.  Some status? 
 
COLE HAMMER:  Some status. Obviously that would be great, I'm taking it one step at a 
time, got a long way to go. I'm just going to soak in this round today, see what I can learn 
from it and go to tomorrow.  
 
Q.  Is your plan to write to tournaments early in the year, Hawaii and what used to be 
the Bob Hope, whatever it's called, American Express, and see if you can get into 
those tournaments, give yourself another chance? 
 
COLE HAMMER:  I think that would be a great idea. Hopefully my letter writing skills will 
transfer over from my communications degree that I just finished up in May. Yeah, we'll see 
what everything holds. Don't know where I'll be playing next year yet, but I know I'll be 
playing somewhere. 
 
Q.  This would be a good start.  
 
COLE HAMMER:  Yes, ma'am. 
  


