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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
November 3, 2022      
 
BERNHARD LANGER 
 
 
Q.  Same tournament, what's the outlook for this weekend for you? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, that's a good question. No idea, but it's definitely a new golf 
course and some of us have played here before a little bit. It's in very good condition. And I 
think the forecast is for high winds, so that should make it very interesting. I've heard from 
several pros that the greens are very hard to read and I find it the same way. There's a bit of 
grain and I just misread a bunch of them, so got to spend an hour or two trying to figure that 
out. 
 
Q.  Have you played here before? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I've played a few company days here, yeah. 
 
Q.  How far do you live from here, Bernhard? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Thirty minutes. 
 
Q.  It's a little farther than the other course? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Definitely further, yeah. 
 
Q.  Just playing these events each year at home, just how much more comfortable, 
how much do you enjoy it? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  It's great. I can sleep in my home bed and get some home cooking 
and see my family and my friends. Doesn't get any better. I wish we had 10 tournaments 
around here. That's probably not going to happen.  
 
So I'm excited, always enjoy playing in front of family and friends. We've lived here now, I 
don't know, 36 years or something like that, 35 years, so we've accumulated a whole bunch 
of friends and people that we get to know. 
 
Q.  Talk about your game and where you're at right now and how much you're still 
enjoying playing.  
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Oh, I still enjoy playing golf, especially on the Champions Tour. It's 
amazing, the guys, caddies and everybody involved with this tour is just incredible. We play 
some great courses in really neat spots. And yeah, my game is not bad, it's pretty solid tee 
to green. All depends if I can make a few putts or not. 
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Q.  What are your thoughts about how your year's gone? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  It's been a solid year. Not quite as good as the last 12 or 13, but 
they were exceptionally good. Sooner or later there were going to be some young guys 
coming through and taking over, but I had a good year. I won a tournament and had a bunch 
of good finishes, still knocking on the door on a number of occasions. I think right now I'm 
seventh in the Schwab Cup standings, so I don't have a chance to win the Schwab Cup, 
which is disappointing in a way, but still had a solid and good season. 
 
Q.  How many times have you shot your age? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I should know that, shouldn't I? I think it was about five times now. I 
do remember shooting 64 on my 64th birthday, that's pretty cool. And then one time I 
actually shot lower than my age, which was also a first. But I think it's about five rounds so 
far. 
 
Q.  That was this year on your birthday, right? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  That was last year. I'm 65. 
 
Q.  Do you remember thinking about that coming in on your birthday? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  At the time, usually I don't think about stuff like that, but I was 
aware of it since it was my birthday and people were yelling from the stands and singing 
happy birthday, because it was in the paper and the news. I did have a chance on the last 
green and I made it and that was good. 
 
Q.  So would you have been upset with a 63? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Not at all. I wouldn't have been upset with a 65, either. It's pretty 
cool to have 64 on that particular day. 
 
Q.  Bernhard, this is a sport that you perhaps don't have to retire from. How long do 
you see yourself doing this full time? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  That's a good question. I'm getting closer to that where I'm thinking 
about it. So far I really haven't thought about it much. I always said if I feel good, if I'm 
healthy, I enjoy what I'm doing and I'm somewhat successful, I'll continue. All these three 
things are still in place, so there's no reason to stop at this point in time. Hopefully I know 
when to quit and I don't go way beyond. 
 
Q.  What becomes more challenging each year? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, it's a little bit of everything. The body starts to ache here and 
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there and different parts of the body, it's not always the same. Then just being away from 
family and friends is tough. I've been doing this 50 years now, because I turned pro when I 
was 15, so 50 years traveling and being away and all over the place, it takes its toll. I've 
learned to manage I think my time where I just play a little bit less and spend more time with 
family, with kids and now grandkids. I'm actually heading home to take pictures with all four 
grandkids in town right now. Things like that have become a priority over the years and it's 
important. There's got to be more to life than just golf. I've always tried to find that balance 
between family and private life away from the golf course and time to practice and compete. 
 
Q.  Is there a specific aspect of the course, whether it's the tee, the irons, as you get 
older that (inaudible). I'm assuming the putting is probably not as difficult, stays the 
same? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, I don't know, lately the putting hasn't been that good. You 
know, it's a little -- it could be two percent here, two percent there. I've noticed I'm getting a 
little bit shorter, so that makes a difference. If you're shorter off the tee, you have to hit an 
extra club more into the green. And the other guys are already further, so if they're hitting 
7-iron and I'm hitting 4-iron, that's every hole, it's hard to make it up because you're going to 
hit a 7- or 8-iron closer to the hole than a 4-iron just about every time. So all of that plays a 
part.  
 
Sometimes the focus or the concentration isn't there for the whole four and a half hours and 
sometimes, as I said, it's just a few aches and pains that you didn't experience. But also, 
you're going to lose flexibility, you're going to lose strength and all of that. I still have the 
drive, which is important because if you lose that, then I think everything else becomes very 
difficult. 
  


