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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
November 3, 2022      
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON 
 
 
Q.  Padraig, thanks for joining us. Can you just open with your thoughts on being 
here at the TimberTech Championship this week? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  Yeah, it's nice. Obviously this is the second last of the Playoffs. 
I think I've been working out in my head what I need to do. Ideally, I'd like to gain 300,000 
points this week to give myself -- to keep it totally in my control next week. I think if I -- I think 
there's 450,000 points between first, second next week, so that would be the main goal. 
 
Secondary to that, I can't afford to lose 150,000 points. Mathematically, I would be out of it at 
that stage. So somewhere between those two, losing 150,000 and gaining 300,000 has to 
be this week. 
 
Q.  What do you think of the golf course? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  It's a lovely golf course. Doesn't suit me, but it's a lovely course. 
 
Q.  Because it takes your driver out? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  Yeah, it's tight. You know what, I don't mind the holes that take 
driver out, I'm quite happy hitting my fairway woods, but the holes that I'm hitting driver on, 
you know, out of bounds left and right, it's tough to free up. You know, over three days, you 
know, it's fine if I stay focused on every shot, but at the odd time if you lose focus, yeah, it 
could cost you here if you do it at the wrong time.  
 
As I said, it really is a really nice layout and it's a good test. And I'd like to practice on this 
golf course, I'd like to play it socially, but yeah, it's a little claustrophobic for me as a 
tournament course. 
 
Q.  Talking about your fellow competitors, you're in your early 50s. When you see 
Bernhard Langer, what he's done, as long as he's not (inaudible) in his mid 60s now, 
(inaudible)?   
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  Look, Bernhard has always been unique in his career. He 
turned pro earlier than most. He's somebody I would have probably admired the most as a 
pro. He's the most professional out there, he's a pro's pro, he's got the most out of his game. 
It doesn't surprise me what he's doing. He's fit and strong, which is great motivation for the 
rest of us that we can see, you know what, keep yourself in shape, work hard, you can keep 
playing competitively as long as you have that drive. Bernhard really has kept the drive. I 
think ultimately, as long as you're competitive and you've got a chance of winning, you're 
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happy to be out there. 
 
Q.  How would you assess your year this year? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  Yeah, I am happy with it. Yeah, I should have got a few more 
wins. I let a couple go, for sure. I'm trying to learn from those mistakes. I know I came close 
in two tournaments where I made two terrible errors, just clubbing errors. Not clubbing 
errors, but routine errors. Because a lot of times I'm down the fairway and I have to go out 
into the rough line and twice I came back in and didn't get my focus. So I can see the 
mistakes I made.  
 
The big move for me this year is where does this lead to? That's really what I look at. 
Because I've been in contention pretty much every week, you're learning so much about 
your game. Like those couple mistakes I talked about there, you learn much more at the 
business end of a tournament than you do when you're in the middle of the field. 
 
So I see things improving, I see myself tightening up in areas and sharpening up and I'm 
curious to where it leads me. 
 
Do I come out and have a career like Bernhard Langer, which would be fabulous, or does it 
give me a couple more years with the young guys? Do I feel like I could go back and win 
another major? Do I feel like, you know, yeah, where is it going to take me. 
 
So what's it all mean and what does it lead to, I don't know. I'm certainly, I'm a better player 
at 51 than I was at 49 and a half years of age, that's for sure. 
 
Q.  We talked after your first few months on the tour, a year ago, and you talked about 
what you needed to improve for this year. Do you feel you've done what you've 
wanted to? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  I don't think I have in terms of I definitely talked very much 
about being a better wedge player. Yeah, I think there's more room for improvement. I pretty 
much only practice my wedges when I'm at home, so I should be better. Maybe I'm better 
with my wedges. I think what's why I play better than my first couple events, three, four 
events, I've gotten in the flow of it.  
 
I also know that my advantage is off the tee, so I've got to take that advantage. Even a 
course like this, which is tight this week, I'm not going to lay up on those par 5s just for 
safety. I'm going to go, well, hang on a second, if I'm going to beat these guys, this is where 
my advantage is. I've got to hit driver and get down there.  
 
Yeah, I'll probably fall smack right on my face some weeks, it can catch you out, but in 
general I think I've just over the year started to understand the flow of these tournaments. 
 
And it's very quick, 54 holes. You know, even on some of the tougher courses, you see a 6 
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under par starting out, you think yeah, that's a decent score, it's tough, but they back it up. 
You're very rarely getting away with less than 15 under par for three days. So you've got to 
start quick and keep going. 
 
Q.  How much farther are you hitting the driver now and how has it changed, kind of 
your approach, since you have such an advantage and it sets up your whole game a 
little differently?   
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  I am hitting the ball further, so my top speed hasn't changed. 
You know, I've always had the ability, say, since -- I'm on the first monitor in 2003 and I think 
I was 169 ball speed, but by 2008 I was topping out at 192 ball speed. The highest I've got 
this year is 191. This is on the range.  
 
So my top speeds have not improved, never have, but what I've concentrated on is 
improving my baseline. So whereas my baseline last -- you know, over the last couple years 
could have been maybe starting out 176 ball speed, you know what, generally that would be 
180 now, whereas my top speed ever for a number of years on the golf course was, say, 
177. I now, I've thrown out 183 this year, so it's not -- I haven't improved my speed on the 
50th swing, I've improved the speed on the first swing. 
  


