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East Lake Cup Men – Match Play 
October 25, 2022      
 
MATT THURMOND 
Arizona State Head Coach 
 
 
Q.  Well, two quick statement points from the first two guys out there. What did you 
see out of your bunch today? 
 
MATT THURMOND:  Well, I was excited putting Luke out first. For us it's important to have 
that really strong player going out first with an attitude to set the tone. I love how Luke 
started. Preston was -- well, I'll go to Josele at the end. He won five out of six holes between 
8 and 13. That was just massive. Then makes a big birdie on 16, which it's a tough hole. 
Birdied that hole to win the match. I was really proud of him. So we had those two big wins 
on the bookends. 
 
Then the other matches were tight. Preston gets up and down on 18 to win in a really, really 
tight match. Sam Choi's an excellent player. Ryggs and Hitchner went the other way for 
them. 
 
Anyway, I thought we did well. I'm proud of them. 
 
Q.  You've got a lot of depth here this week. What's the strongest part of this group? 
 
MATT THURMOND:  You know, I like what you said there, the depth. I think we could kind 
of put anybody against anybody and feel like they could beat them. So we have five really, 
really good players. I think it's -- we're a hard match-up, but so is Vanderbilt. They have five 
great players as well. They're a competitive group, they're really steady. I think that's 
probably the biggest thing is they're just kind of quietly steady and tough. 
 
Q.  Going into Vanderbilt tomorrow, what's it going to take from your five to hoist the 
hardware? 
 
MATT THURMOND:  Well, I don't know, I don't know. I just -- three points is what it's going 
to take, that's all I know. 
  


