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East Lake Cup Women – Match Play 
October 25, 2022      
 
MELISSA LUELLEN 
Auburn Head Coach 
 
 
Q.  So talk me through what's going through your mind the last hour or so when 
there's only one match out there?  
 
MELISSA LUELLEN:  I was with Elina and she was fighting hard, making some great putts 
just to hang in there. Then she won a hole and she got back to two down. I was like, just get 
her to one down and it just didn't work out that way, so she lost her match.  
 
Then I watched Anna finish her match. And Casey was like three down through five and then 
I saw her through nine and she was still three down. I'm like, if she can just get it to two, 
because Casey loves match play. It's like she has an out-of-body experience when she 
plays match play, she just loves it. 
 
Then she made a couple of birdies and she birdied 12. Kim texted me and she's like, here 
we go. Then she lost 14, tied 15 and then she hit just a beautiful shot into 16, made an 
unbelievable, just a little downhill slider putt just dead in the center and her reaction was 
awesome. We're not exactly like a fist-pumping team and I can't wait to see the replay or the 
picture of that, it was golden. 
 
And then 17 she just ripped 3-wood perfect, had the perfect lie from a flat lie in the fairway, 
hit it to about two feet. Her opponent was in the rough, never an easy shot downhill 
downwind out of the rough, not an easy shot. So then they tied and on they went to the extra 
hole.  
 
Casey hit a good enough shot and the up-and-down for the Oregon girl was just brutal. So 
Casey just believes that she can just keep fighting. When she got to three down, she was 
like, I've just got to keep fighting, keep fighting, and she sure did. She kind of wrote the book 
on fight. 
 
Q.  I heard you say you kind of laid into the team a little bit last week. What did you tell 
them to flip the switch? 
 
MELISSA LUELLEN:  Well, we've got some young kids that joined our team this year, just 
let them know what our culture's like. We had some match play and saw some maybe a little 
attitude that I wasn't really pleased with. Nothing terrible, but it was the opportunity to remind 
them that our culture -- that I don't care what you shoot, we always fight. You might be 
shooting 85 and you're on the last hole and something clicks and it can carry over to the 
next day or the next tournament. I said we never stop fighting, just kind of made that really 
clear. Maybe they listened. But for Casey -- all of our girls are fighters, so I'm really proud of 
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them. 
 
Q.  It's an all-SEC battle tomorrow. You have A&M coming up, they've had a solid 
week as well. What do you want to see from your group to try and get it done? 
 
MELISSA LUELLEN:  Well, we put Casey out first just because she's riding some nice 
momentum from today. We don't tee off until 12:45 and she didn't tee off until almost 
2:00 today, so didn't really want her to be stewing for that long. Hopefully can get up early 
and get off the tee and just start battling. I think A&M's a really good team, they're tough, 
they're gritty like we are, so I think it will be a great match. 
  


