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East Lake Cup Men – Match Play 
October 25, 2022      
 
DEREK HITCHNER 
 
 
Q.  Here at the 18th green with Derek Hitchner of the Pepperdine Waves. You get the 
first point for your team today and you went down three through the first three holes, 
your opponent won the first three. So what was your mentality going into the rest of 
that front nine knowing you were down? 
 
DEREK HITCHNER:  Yeah, I knew it would be extremely tough. I was playing a 
phenomenal player. It was just kind of one of those matches where I knew if I slipped a little 
bit, that he would capitalize. I just kept the mindset of trying to really play as well as I can, 
and thankfully the putter got kind of hot on the back nine, that was pretty key for me. 
 
Q.  After that third hole, you proceeded to be the only one to win a hole from that 
point on. Then going into 18 you were up one, all you had to do was tie the hole so 
you get the win. So when you come up to the 18th tee, what was your mentality there? 
 
DEREK HITCHNER:  Yeah, yeah, it was definitely nerve wracking, but still just trying to 
distill everything to just my process and just, yeah, just try to hit as good of a shot as I can 
regardless of the circumstance. Yeah, for me, just really focusing on the target I had and just 
really committing to that. Just working as hard as I can to not let the situation kind of change 
that routine. 
 
Q.  And today the wind, I was just mentioning it to you earlier, was a bit of a factor 
today. Did you feel that was a -- made your shots any harder? 
 
DEREK HITCHNER:  It definitely did, yeah. I think what was challenging was how just swirly 
it was. It felt like it was literally changing directions honestly every minute. Just had to work 
pretty hard to really get a feel for what it was doing and I failed at that a couple times. Also 
felt like I judged it well at others. It was definitely a challenge, it added a lot of 
unpredictability to the whole round. 
 
Q.  Arizona State has played very well today so far, you're the first one for your team 
to get a point and that obviously forces them to play on. How does it feel to know you 
got your team in it? 
 
DEREK HITCHNER:  Yeah, no, it's awesome. I know it's been a super close battle all day 
and I felt like I probably had to flip my match to have any chance for the team. Thankfully, I 
was able to do that. Not sure it will be enough at the end of the day, but still feels good being 
able to do that for the team. 
  


