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East Lake Cup Men – Stroke Play 
October 24, 2022      
 
MATT THURMOND 
Head Coach, Arizona State 
 
 
Q.  Where do we start, 7 under today as a team. What went well for you guys? 
 
MATT THURMOND:  Well, I think the front nine's really hard and we just hung in there. I 
think I sent a text to Thomas about halfway like, hey, we played the front well, we've just got 
to get to about 7 or 8 under to win this thing on the back nine and you can make some 
birdies on the back. There was just some key up-and-downs on the front to hang in there. 
Then, yeah, we kind of got it going on the back nine. We played the par 5, made an eagle 
and birdie there on 14, two birdies. Yeah, just we had five guys in it. Ryggs didn't finish very 
well, but four rounds under par, we just did a great job today. 
 
Q.  Earlier this fall you said you're a team that throws jabs and then fires the 
haymaker later. If this was a jab, what's the haymaker going to be? 
 
MATT THURMOND:  Well, this is a hard tournament because you kind of -- you don't have 
three days to -- each day is like a fight all by itself, so you don't have time to settle in. So 
we've actually been talking about that, make sure we come out of the gate. We don't get 
three rounds to kind of see how it's going, you've got to be ready to go from the start. You 
know, we played good today, but it starts at zero tomorrow. And Pepperdine's really, really 
good and we better be ready to go from the start. 
 
Q.  You've brought a team here the last couple years in a row and seen the format. 
What's it like getting some of that match play in in the fall, and then what's it take to 
win this thing? 
 
MATT THURMOND:  First of all, this is the place to be. Having been here now two years in 
a row, if there comes a year soon that I'm sitting at home watching this on TV, I'm not going 
to be happy. This is the place to be. 
 
Yeah, getting valuable match play experience is a big deal for us. We've been able to get a 
lot. I feel like we're getting better at it and just getting these matches is massive. We're going 
to really need them at the end of May. Hopefully if we're in match play, each guy, you 
know -- sorry, I'm not saying anything interesting here. 
 
Q.  No, no worries.  
 
MATT THURMOND:  Yeah, I mean, you just can't -- they don't play that much match play, 
so getting these reps is really valuable. 
  


