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East Lake Cup Men – Stroke Play 
October 24, 2022      
 
DEREK HITCHNER 
Pepperdine 
 
 
Q.  Nice playing today. 
 
DEREK HITCHNER:  Thank you. 
 
Q.  Just one blemish on the scorecard. What went well today? 
 
DEREK HITCHNER:  Yeah, it was kind of an interesting round. I didn't hit it great on the 
front nine, but just kind of scraped it together and made some solid up-and-downs. It was 
kind of the opposite on the back. I hit it a lot better, but had some makeable kind of short to 
midrange putts that unfortunately just didn't hole, but overall, pretty solid. 
 
Q.  You birdied both 9 and 15, most people don't do that in a week let alone a day. 
Walk me through those two holes.  
 
DEREK HITCHNER:  Yeah, it was just kind of those two shots that set up pretty well for me 
from a distance standpoint. Just kind of, yeah, nice solid 4-iron and 9, 5-iron and 9 on 15 
and just tried to trust it as much as I can. Luckily, both shots worked out and I was able to 
make the putt, which was pretty nice. 
 
Q.  You guys have become East Lake Cup mainstays these last few seasons. What's it 
like getting to come back here year in and year out? 
 
DEREK HITCHNER:  Yeah, it's as special as it gets. This place is absolutely incredible. It's 
honestly pretty surreal that I've played here three times, so just trying to soak it in as much 
as I can. 
 
Q.  You've had a phenomenal career at Pepperdine, outstanding amateur career. 
Everyone around you talks about how strong your mental game is, you can't tell if 
you're 8 over or 3 under. How do you keep it so sharp? 
 
DEREK HITCHNER:  Just a lot of practice, I guess. I mean, putting yourself in situations like 
this is as good of kind of practice as you can have just kind of working under pressure and 
just kind of trying to always get better and improve in that kind of situation. Unfortunately, I 
probably didn't do enough today, but still awesome experience regardless. 
 
Q.  Strong summer of match play, match play starts tomorrow. What changes for you, 
if anything? 
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DEREK HITCHNER:  Yeah, I feel comfortable in match play. I feel like I can just swing pretty 
freely. It just feels like there's less -- there's fewer ramifications for a bad shot, meaning you 
might lose a hole, but you can obviously rebound from that pretty quickly, whereas a bad 
swing in stroke play can result in a catastrophic hole or number or something. So yeah, just 
feel like I can swing freely and play aggressively. Yeah, I've always liked doing it. 
  


