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East Lake Cup Men – Stroke Play 
October 24, 2022      
 
MICHAEL BEARD 
Head Coach, Pepperdine 
 
 
Q.  You've become East Lake mainstays in October. What's it like bringing your team 
here the last three years? 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  So cool. I mean, we feel so grateful to be able to be here one time let 
alone three times. Obviously shows a lot about players we have and kind of what we've 
done as of recent. It's so great to share this experience with some new players, too. I think 
they're -- yeah, I think grateful's the right maybe word and just excited to kind of get in there 
and compete. 
 
Q.  What did you see out of your guys today? 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  Well, Derek played unbelievably well. He shot 3 under, but it felt like it 
could have been much lower. I think maybe -- we didn't play a practice round yesterday, so it 
might have been a little bit of an adjustment first couple holes because we played a different 
tournament yesterday. A lot of good shots. Some three-putts, so we're going to have to tidy 
up the putting a little bit. Being only one round, I think that there was probably a little bit of 
maybe overly aggressive plays that maybe you wouldn't see in a three-round tournament. 
But the guys looked good and excited to play Arizona State tomorrow. 
 
Q.  You mentioned Derek. What's it been like watching the growth and maturation of 
him? 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  Oh, man, unbelievable. I mean, just as a coach, to be able to walk 
alongside and kind of be there with him while he continues to grow as a person and as a 
player has just been one of those things where you just, you feel like that's why you're doing 
this thing. 
 
Just so excited for him. He's one of the clutchest players that time after time seems to come 
up in big moments. Says a lot to how much he wants it. His demeanor is very, he's pretty 
flatlined, that's how he plays. He's not overly aggressive, but he doesn't get too down or too 
up.   
 
Q.  You've won here before. What's it take going into match play to do it again? 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  Well, we need to win three matches. I think that's what we need to do. I 
think this course specifically, we've got to be careful for short siding yourself. I think 
sometimes when you want to -- when you take on pins maybe at other places, you feel like 
maybe I can scrap out a par and all of a sudden it can turn into a bogey or even a double if 
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you're not careful. I think just being disciplined no matter who you're playing or what the 
conditions are, just being disciplined on your lines and having good speed on the greens. 
  


