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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW  
23 October 2022      
 
RORY McILROY  ( -17) 
 
 
Q.  Rory, congratulations on defending here at THE CJ CUP. This looked to be 
anybody's tournament until you went birdie, birdie, birdie on 14, 15 and 16. What were 
you able to do in that stretch either mechanically, strategically or mentally to separate 
and ultimately win? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, as you said, it was a bit of a -- there was sort of four of us in it the 
whole day and I think the birdie on 14 was the real turning point for me. It's a really tough par 
3, to make 2 there felt like I picked up at least a shot and a half on the field. And then 
knowing 15 was birdiable, getting that up and down out of the bunker, and 16 was a bit of a 
bonus to give myself a cushion, which ultimately I needed over the last two holes. 
 
Yeah, it feels great. It feels great to go out there, go out there with a lead, shoot a great 
score, play really well and get the win. It's an awesome way to start the season, I guess, and 
obviously just a continuation of how I feel like I've been playing over the last few months. 
 
Q.  And an added bonus, for the ninth time in your career, you're No. 1 in the world 
once again, first time since July of 2020. You said since the summer of 2020 that life's 
been an adventure for you on and off the golf course. That being said, how 
meaningful is it for you to be back on top of the golf world? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it means a lot. I've worked so hard over the last 12 months to get 
myself back to this place. I feel like I'm enjoying the game as much as I ever have. I 
absolutely love the game of golf and I think that when I go out there and I play with that joy, 
it's definitely showed over these last 12 months. 
 
Yeah, it feels awesome. I'm looking forward to celebrating with my team tonight and the next 
couple of weeks because I think it's a big achievement. I'm really proud of myself right now 
and I want to go and enjoy this. 
 
Q.  What do you enjoy more about the game now? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I think just the journey of trying to get the best out of myself. I think that's 
the satisfying thing. I never feel like I've figured this game out, I don't think I ever will figure it 
out, but every day I wake up trying to get closer. 
  


