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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW  
23 October 2022      
 
KURT KITAYAMA  ( -16) 
 
 
MICHAEL BALIKER:  Just kind of take us through what it was like out there today for you. 
 
KURT KITAYAMA:  Yeah, I mean, it was a battle. I was kind of coming down the stretch 
there, I was grinding to get in with a bunch of pars it felt like. Yeah, it was tough, but Rory 
came out three in a row right there and that was tough to compete with. 
 
MICHAEL BALIKER:  With the strong results starting off the season, I mean, how much 
confidence does that give you kind of moving forward and trying to hit all your different goals 
this year to start out with a good result?  
 
KURT KITAYAMA:  Yeah, definitely. It's a completely different spot than I was last year, so 
it's kind of nice I can not stress as much, you know, going into January. 
 
Q.  Kurt, in Mexico you went head to head with Jon Rahm and today you had Rory out 
there. Was there more of a comfort level today having kind of done that once? 
 
KURT KITAYAMA:  Yeah, I think a little bit. Having that experience going against Jon 
coming into today, you try to use things that went well in Mexico and kind of recall on those 
experiences to handle the different types of stress, I would say. It definitely helped me feel 
more comfortable today. 
 
Q.  He kind of pulled away there momentarily with that run from 14, those birdies. 
Does he seem like a guy as you're watching him that just has another gear? 
 
KURT KITAYAMA:  Yeah, I mean, when he gets that putter going, he's tough to beat and 
that's kind of what happened. He made those three putts, that was the difference. 
 
Q.  I might have missed that, Kurt. I wonder if you could go back to 15. What was that 
putt like? Was there any concern of running it that far by? 
 
KURT KITAYAMA:  Yeah, I knew it was quick. I just put myself in a -- I hadn't had a putt like 
that all week really and it was tough to judge. You don't think you can leave it short, but you 
think if you don't hit it hard enough, it might be short and then just gas it a little bit too much 
and it just gets away from you. 
 
Q.  What did you see on the putt at 18? 
 
KURT KITAYAMA:  Pretty big breaker from right to left and then past the hole, it can get 
away from you, too. Obviously you try to put a little pressure on him. Just try to hit as good a 
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putt as I can and just broke a little more than I thought. 
 
Q.  And Brian was mentioning afterwards, like when you put yourself in contention 
and you're right there, you're there for the whole time. You stayed close a couple 
times now. Have you kind of proven to yourself that you're ready to win out here? 
 
KURT KITAYAMA:  Yeah, definitely. I feel like coming down the stretch and still in it the 
three times that I've been second definitely gave me the confidence that I can win out here. 
It's just, you know, got to make a few more putts. You know, small margins. 
 
Q.  Kurt, we touched on this a little bit yesterday. You're not new to this game 
obviously, but you still, when you play a full TOUR schedule for the first time, it's new 
courses, it's new everything and you had a great year. What is it about your game 
that's better than when you first came out of college? 
 
KURT KITAYAMA:  I think a lot of it's like short game, it's been really big the last few years 
now since I started working with Sieckmann. I saved a lot of shots out there today just with 
my short game, especially coming down the stretch, hit some good chips and was able to 
save some shots. 
 
Q.  When you saw him gun his birdie putt some eight feet by the hole, did that get you 
to thinking at all? Did it change anything quickly in your head? 
 
KURT KITAYAMA:  Yeah, it definitely did. You know, when he has that far coming back, if I 
can make it, puts a lot of pressure on him. But unfortunately, I didn't make it, so no pressure 
there. 
 
Q.  And second, second, all that stuff, but any thoughts on the fact that you've now 
finished second to Xander, Rahm and McIlroy? Does that make any difference to you? 
 
KURT KITAYAMA:  Yeah, it's a tough group of guys to beat. Just got to look to keep 
improving and keep giving myself a chance really.  
 
MICHAEL BALIKER:  Kurt, congrats on a great week. Thanks for the time. 
  


