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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
22 October 2022      
 
JON RAHM  ( -12) 
 
 
Q.  Looks like you had to battle a little bit today. Are you proud of the fight or are you 
glad it's over? 
 
JON RAHM:  A lot of battle today. I'm proud of it, very proud of it. I mean, I'm standing on 
12th tee, I think I was four back with people looking at par 5s and the tee up on 15, I thought 
things could get ugly. But I just stayed on my own game and tried to make some birdies 
coming in and put myself in position for tomorrow. 
 
Put two great strings together on 12 and some good ones coming in. A lot of other bad ones, 
but I managed the round and was able to scrap a round of 70, which I guess a lot of what 
this game is about, right? It's very easy when things are going your way. Today, nothing was 
really going my way and to salvage that 1 under and be one back tomorrow is going to be 
nice. One back? I'm one back? Two back? Exactly, one back. 
 
Q.  I don't know what group you're in yet, but does that matter? 
 
JON RAHM:  I mean, yes and no. This could be one of those things where for the public, 
they could put me and Rory in the final group, but I understand there's some rules and 
things like that. I really don't know how things are going to go. I think Kurt teed off ahead of 
me and he posted a score yesterday ahead of me, so maybe he's in the last group. I really 
wanted to make the last putt just to make sure I was in the last group, but it is what it is. 
 
Q.  What's the biggest challenge of having to regroup in the middle of a round like 
that? 
 
JON RAHM:  It all depends. I think the key part was hitting a good tee shot on 12. Being 
downwind, I knew it was reachable, the pin was accessible, so hitting that good tee shot I hit 
was very, very important. That's all I'm going to say.  
 
I did hit some quality shots out there. That second shot on 13 was really, really good around 
the trees, landed about this far right of the pin and ended up off the green, right? And hit an 
amazing 4-iron on 14, a great bunker shot on 15, a stretch of holes there that kind of got me 
back even though I scrambled a lot on 16. It was just a couple of good swings in a row that 
kept me going. An amazing 7-iron out of the bunker on 17, right? Just putting the ball in the 
fairway was priority and then if not, try to put it on the green. Yeah, the challenge when 
you're going that way is stop the bleeding. Make a bad bogey on 10 and 11 is just putting 
the ball in the fairway was the challenge. 
 
Q.  The par on 16 that you glossed over, I wonder if you could tell us the decision 



 

 2 

making on the drive. 
 
JON RAHM:  I went down the right and had it been just in sand, I probably wouldn't have 
taken TIO, but I was in those weeds and your shaft can get caught up very easily in those 
and I had to hook it 10 yards out of the sand. I felt I could gamble a little bit more by going 
into the forest, I know this sounds a little year, but where I was dropping, I had a gap right of 
the pin and to thread through the trees wasn't too bad. I hit a bad shot and still went through 
and ended up high right.  
 
Just the fact that I could go at the green a little easier, I could hit a good shot and be on the 
green, and that was the other one from where -- when the ball was resting, it would have 
been challenging to put it on the green. That was my thought. If I take advantage of the rules 
and I was able to drop it in the right spot, it's just too bad it nestled down a little bit in the 
sand. 
 
Q.  Was that a scoreboard, the TIO?  
 
JON RAHM:  No, it was a Bibigo sign. I'm glad it was that big. 
 
Q.  You're a guy who puts himself in contention a lot, but nonetheless, being there for 
a Sunday, what's the rush of that for you? 
 
JON RAHM:  Rush? 
 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
JON RAHM:  Sorry, my phone is -- oh, Jesus. 
 
What do you mean by rush? 
 
Q.  Even though you do it frequently, what's the -- 
 
JON RAHM:  Oh, it's still, it always feels the same. You get used to it, but it always feels the 
same. I'm going in confident tomorrow. Today was a battle and I'm hoping tomorrow's a little 
bit better. It's going to take a low one as usual. This is the PGA TOUR, somebody will come 
out hot on Sunday and I'm hoping that's me. I've done it my last few Sundays, so I'm hoping 
I can do three in a row. 
 
  


